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of last week, the Year 6 House Captains and Prefects were announced — they
were all very proud and have already been acting responsibly around the
school. Well done, and thank you, to you all!

This weekend, a group of volunteers will be weeding, painting and doing
many other tasks to continue to develop our school — | would like to thank all
the staff and volunteers for coming along tomorrow to lend a hand.

A final quick reminder: For safety reasons, please can we ask that anyone
dropping/collecting children at the beginning/end of the day does not drive
into the carpark unless they have specific agreement from the school. Thank

Have vou checked vour child’s hair for

vnits recewtly?

With the children coming back to school, can we ask
that their hair is checked regularly for nits and, where
necessary, treated please. It might be anideatoruna
nit comb through your child’s hair on a weekly basis
to eliminate them quickly if they do present.

As we all know, head lice and nits are very common in
young children. They are not caused by dirty hair and
are picked up by head-to-head contact.

Some advice from the NHS website includes that lice
and nits can be removed by wet combing.
You can buy a special fine-toothed comb (detection
comb) online or from pharmacies to remove head lice
and nits.
There may be instructions on the pack, but usually
you:
e wash hair with ordinary shampoo
e apply lots of conditioner (any conditioner will
do)
e comb the whole head of hair, using the
detection comb, from the roots to the ends

If you would like more information, here is the link:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

If you do not have a nit comb and would like one, Mrs
Smith (our Family Liaison Officer) has a store of them
and would be happy to give you one.

Attendance Ted

Attendance data has remained very strong again
this week — well done to everyone! We know that
this will impact positively on the children’s

learning.
Willow Elm Ash
Year R Year 1 Year 2

98.5% 96.5% 99.4%

Birch Chestnut Hazel Pine
Year 2 Year3/4 | Year3/4 | Year3/4
99.5% 98.2% 99% 98.7%
Maple Sycamore Oak Yew
Year 5 Year 5 Year 6 Year 6
99.4% 99.1% 99.6% 99.6%

Punctuality Pup

Punctuality data has dropped this week with a
number of children not arriving on time for their
first lesson. We realise there are roadworks but
hope that next week punctuality improves again to
support children’s start to the day.

Willow Elm Ash
Year R Year 1 Year 2

92% 86.8% 92.4%

Birch Chestnut Hazel Pine
Year 2 Year3/4 | Year3/4 | Year3/4
98.1% 95.2% 92.7% 96.7%
Maple Sycamore Oak Yew
Year 5 Year 5 Year 6 Year 6
93.2% 89.5% 95.6% 94.8%



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

Thavk you +o the PTA

The PTA have been very busy again this week preparing for
the Colour Run this afternoon (which we are sure will be
excellent!) and also clearing out the cabin as preparations are
made for it to be moved very soon.

We would very much like to thank the small group of
volunteers who do so much for all our children - providing
wonderful events for children to enjoy and also for supporting
the school with donations that buy additional resources.

We included an item similar to this in the previous
newsletter, but it has really been noticeable this week that
with a little additional support, the work of the PTA would be
more sustainable. We would very much urge everyone to get
involved and work with us, in whatever way you can, so that
our children can continue to benefit from the fabulous events
and fund raising which are all additional to that which the

school is able to provide.
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If you are able to get involved, do contact the PTA directly, or
pop into the office and we can share more information with
you. Thank you!

Thank vyou for +he books!

The Grumpy
'_ Old Stone

The Scout group who run their Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts groups in our hall on a
Wednesday evening have, very kindly,
donated 10 copies of the book written
and published for the Scouts! The copies
of the books will go into our Reception,
Year 1 and 2 classes for the children to
enjoy — with a couple of copies also going
into the library.

If you are interested in finding out more
about the groups held at St Matt’s,
please do let the office know and they
will be able to put you in touch with the
Scout Leaders.

Dates for your Diary

Term 1:

e Saturday 19t September — Community morning of gardening — do let the office know if you are able

to help

e Monday 21°t September - Meet the Teacher for parents of children in Year 6 classes
e Monday 5% October — Harvest Service for children in St Matt’s Church
e Thursday 15™ October @ 2.30pm — Phonics and Reading meeting for parents of pupils in Year R/1

e Thursday 22" October — Last day of Term 1 for pupils

School closed to pupils from Friday 23" October and reopens on Monday 2" November.

e Monday 2" November — Term 2 begins

e Thursday 5" November @ 2.30pm — Times Tables Meeting for parents of pupils in Year 3/4
e Tuesday 17" November, 3.30- 6.30pm — Parent Consultations
e Thursday 19™ November, 3.30-5.30pm — Parent Consultations

e Friday 18" November — End of Term 2

The calendar for 2026-2027 can be found on our school website by following this link — please do take a look

before booking holidays: Term Dates



https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates

