
   

Curriculum Newsletter 

Year R 

Autumn Term 1 

Willow Class: 

Mrs Cheesman & Mrs Hibbett 
 

Dates for your Diary 

School Photos:  

Tuesday 15th September 

 

PTA Colour Run:  

Friday 18th September after school 

 

Harvest: 

Monday 5th Oct 

 

Phonics Meeting for parents: 

Thursday 5th Nov 

 

Nativity Performance: 

Thursday 10th December 

Friday 11th December 

 

Christmas Lunch: 

Wednesday 16th December 

 

 

 

Phonics/Reading 

 

We use RWI as our phonics scheme 

and we start by learning all the letter 

sounds in a daily phonics lesson. 

Each letter is linked to a picture to 

help the children learn the sounds 

and also to help them to form the 

letter correctly.  

Children will learn how to blend 

sounds together to read simple 

words. As we go through the year, 

children will be grouped according to 

their phonic knowledge.  

Your child will bring home letter 

sounds practice sheets which are 

matched to the reading they have 

been doing in their phonics. 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy - It’s all about me 

Our Literacy will be based on the books shown and more! 

The focus for the term will involve learning about emotions 

and reasons that we may feel a certain way. We will 

explore the Zones of Regulation and will begin to link 

emotions to one of the four colours to help the class 

express how they are feeling.  

 
We will also discuss how every child is unique and special, 

and spend time learning about each child’s individual likes, 

dislikes and interests. We will be looking at how our 

families are all different and how we can be a good friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

 

We use the Number Sense Scheme for maths. This 

term we will be focussing on various areas 

including:  

• Subitising numbers 1-3 

• Accurate counting to 10 and beyond 

• Exploring 3D shapes 

 

You can help your child by: 

• Playing board games together, particularly 

games that use a dice 

• Counting regularly – steps when walking, 

apples left in the fruit bowl etc. 

• Making repeating patterns together using 

items you have at home 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Communication & Language 

We look forward to finding out more about the children as they share their ‘All About Me’ box with the 

class. We will also be singing songs, reading stories and having circle time sessions.  

 

Personal, Social & Emotional development 

We will be spending lots of time playing ‘getting to know you’ games and teaching the children about our 

daily routines. Children will be encouraged to share their feelings using the ‘Zones of Regulation.’ 

 

Physical Development 

The class will have PE with Mrs Hookway and will enjoy playing team games, as well as using equipment 

to develop their physical skills. PE will be every Friday morning. The children can wear their P.E kits to 

school on Fridays. Please make sure your child has velcro trainers unless they can tie their own laces! 

 

There will be a particular focus on developing gross and fine motor control in class. We will encourage 

children to use items such as tweezers, playdough, small tools, scissors and small construction to support 

this.   

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

We will celebrate how everyone is unique, and each family is unique too. We will think about what makes 

people different – physical features, as well as what different people enjoy doing, favourite foods etc.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Children will draw self-portraits and pictures of their family as well as exploring different resources to express 

their feelings and mixing paints to make different colours to represent their emotions.  

 

The children will explore the different resources available, and can complete child-initiated challenges to 

make pictures or models. Children may also enjoy dressing up and acting in role as well as singing or making 

music for friends to listen to. The children will have a lot of fun settling into school this term!  


