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Harvest
celebrations are
approaching!

Mrs Pollard and some of
our Leading Lights visited
the St Matt’s Community
Larder today to see how
donations benefit our
community. It was such a
valuable visit.

If you are able, please do
send in food donations on
Friday or Monday 6t
October so that we can
continue to support our
community. Thank you!

sunshine and learning outside as well as getting involved with stories and
projects inside. It is lovely to see the children progressing already — | have
also shown quite a number of guests around the school this week and many
have commented on how calm and purposeful the atmosphere is. So good to
hear!

Next week, on Tuesday 30™" September at 9am in the new hall, | will be
hosting an informal drop-in for anyone who would like to pop in for a chat
with me — there is no agenda, this is purely an opportunity to come in to talk
anything through that might be helpful. (Please note that if the conversation
you wish to have is private, you might prefer to meet me at a different time
without others around — | am always happy to talk at the gate or let me know
and we can arrange a time to meet.)

You may also have seen from Dojo, that Mrs Salmon will be hosting a parent
meeting on Thursday 2" October at 9am to talk with parents / carers of
pupils in Willow, Ash, Birch and EIm classes about how we teach phonics... do
come along if your child is in Year R, 1 or 2 so you can hear more about it!

Forest School

On Thursday 2" October,
Hazel Class (Year 3/4 — Mr
Smith) will be taking part in
Forest School.

Please send your children
to school in suitable
clothing for the weather
conditions — thank you!

orest
%‘ chool

Thank you to the AXA volunteers!

Twelve volunteers from AXA insurance donated a morning of their time on
Wednesday to support the continued development of our school — this is in
addition to the time AXA employees spent at St Matt’s over the summer! We
are very grateful for all the work completed on Wednesday.

Some cupboards, as well as the wall at the back of the upper playground was
painted — and we will now mount boards onto the wall, paint them so they
are blackboards, and then children can use chalks on them during their
breaktime and lunchtimes. They will also be great for learning outside of the
classroom. We have been trying to re-organise our library for quite some
time too, and the AXA team were able to help us with sorting and labelling
lots of books and left the library looking amazing! Thank you so much to the
team... it is so appreciated and will make such a difference to our children.




Writing Competition!

Attendance Ted : i
e , WORDS "
Here's this week’s attendance data!
+, OPEN FOR ENTRIES .+
Year R Year 1/2 Year 1/2 Year 1/2 NOW!
Willow Ash Birch Elm
90% 95% 97% 95% 500 Words competition is now open for
Year 3/4 Year 3/4 Year 3/4 entries until Friday 7 November 2025.
Chestnut Hazel Pine
96% 96% 90% Please see the information sent out with
Year 5 Year 5 Year 6 Year 6 this newsletter — and here’s a link to the
Maple Sycamore Oak Yew website for details too!
97% 91% 91% 91% https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words
Dates for your Diary

You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can
find them by following this link.

Below are key dates for your diary (new events are coloured green):

Term 1:
Tuesday 30t September at 9am — Parent drop-in with Miss Harris

Thursday 2" October at 9am — Phonics meeting for parents

Friday 3¢/ Monday 6% October — Harvest donations for the St Matt’s Food Larder
Monday 6% October — Harvest Service in Church
Tuesday 7™ October @ 8.45am — Parent Prayer Meeting with Mrs Brierley
Thursday 16%" October — End of Term 1 for children
Friday 17% October — INSET Day — School closed for children

Monday 20t — Friday 24t October: Autumn Term Break — School closed for children

Term 2:
Monday 27t October — Term 2 begins for children
Tuesday 4™ November @ 8.45am — Parent Prayer Meeting with Mrs Brierley
Tuesday 4™ November — Parent Consultations

Thursday 6™ November — Parent Consultations

Monday 11" November — Scholastic Book Fair in school

Friday 14" November — Children in Need
Saturday 22" November — PTA Christmas Market
Tuesday 2"¥ December @ 8.45am — Parent Prayer Meeting with Mrs Brierley

Thursday 4t December — PTA Discos

Monday 15 December am — Nativity performance for parents

Monday 15 December — pm — Carol Service in Church

Tuesday 16" December pm — Nativity performance for parents
Wednesday 17® December — Christmas Dinner
Wednesday 17t December — PTA Christmas wrapping and Father Christmas

Thursday 18" December — End of Term 2 for children

Friday 19t December — INSET Day — School closed for children

Monday 22" December — Friday 2" January: Christmas Break — School closed for children



https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words

