
 

 

 

A message from Miss Harris 

 
 
As well as welcoming the children back to school, Mrs Florina has joined our 
TA team this week. She is working in Year 6 and has already got to know the 
children well. It’s lovely to have her on board.   
 
Thank you to everyone who came our Christmas events last term – the 
children were so very proud to share with you their hard work in developing 
the nativity performances and Carol Services. As part of the Carol Services, 
we chose to support the Neonatal Unit at Tunbridge Wells hospital and your 
donations raised over £200. Thank you!  
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Positive Changes and Successes 

We are welcoming three gorgeous guinea pigs to our school community – at 
the moment, they are very young and so will live in Miss Harris’s office 
(which she loves!). As they get older and braver they will move into the Key 
Stage 1 area where children will then able to care for them. 
 
The guinea pigs are named: Farah, Munira and Heba and have been brought 
into school to support children to understand how to care for others. There is 
also lots of research that indicates the calming impact animals have on 
children (and us!) and we are sure that as the three girls get older and more 
used to people, our children will enjoy interacting with them.  
 

 
 

If your child has any allergies to animals or hay, please do ensure the office is 
aware so that we can make sure this is appropriately managed – thank you!  

 

Forest School  

Next week, on Thursday 
16th January, Lorikeet Class 
(Year 2 – Mrs Chater) will 
be taking part in Forest 
School. Please can children 
come to school dressed in 
clothes suitable for Forest 
School, and have a coat and 
boots so they can enjoy the 
experience. 
 

 

Let me begin this first newsletter of 

2025 by wishing everyone a very 

Happy New Year! I hope 2025 brings 

good health, success and happiness to 

us all.  

Worship Theme 

This week we have been 
focusing on the Christian 
festival of Epiphany, where 
the three Magi visited Baby 
Jesus. We have been 
reflecting on our choices 
and the gifts we bring to 
others.  
 

 



 

 

The PTA 
 
The children of St Matt’s benefit from the PTA such a great 
deal. The PTA have raised funds for many different projects 
including the ship climbing frame on the Key Stage 1 
playground and many other benefits for pupils.  
 
As well as the resources, the children benefit from 
experiencing many different activities through the PTA too 
– the annual summer fair, the colour run, discos and Santa 
visits (to name a few!).  
 
The PTA are a wonderfully active group of parents and 
carers supporting our school and are now looking for a new 
Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, as well as other parents and 
carers willing and able to get involved.  
 
If you are interested in getting more involved, please 
contact the current PTA to find out more. 
 
Thank you so much for your support of the PTA and the 
opportunities the PTA provides for children.  
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can 
find them by following this link.  
 
Below are the key dates for your diary so you know what the children will be doing in Term 3: 

• Monday 6th January: Term 3 begins 

• Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd January: Road Safety talks for children in Years R, 1, 2, 3, 4. 

• Thursday 23rd January: Year 5 and 6 Disco – Thank you to the PTA for organising this 

• Wednesday 5th February: Reception year group Hearing tests 

• Tuesday 11th February: Internet Safety Day 

• Thursday 13th February: Term 3 ends for children  

• Friday 14th February: INSET day for staff – School closed for pupils 

• Monday 17th – Friday 21st February: Spring Term break  
 
Dates for Term 4:  

• Monday 24th February: Term 4 begins 

• Friday 28th February: Art Exhibition for parents / carers 

• Wednesday 2nd April: Reports sent out to parents / carers 

• Friday 4th April: Term 4 ends 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

Cold Weather! 
 
It’s been a chilly week, but has been lovely to see 
some snow!  
 
We have been fortunate to have some high quality 
pre-loved coats given to the school – if your child 
does need a coat, please do contact Mrs Dent (our 
Family Liaison Officer – she is at the gate on 
Monday – Thursday and can be contacted via the 
school office) and she would be happy to help.  
 

 
 
Thank you for sending your child into school 
wearing school uniform (or PE kit) and black shoes. 
We had quite a lot of lost property at the end of 
Term 2, so please can we ask that everything is 
named so it can be returned if it does become lost.  

 

 

https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates

