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Attendance Ted

Well done to Owils (Year 1
class) and Puffins (Year 3
class) for much improved
attendance last week.

A reminder of school day
start times:

8.40am: Gates open
8.45am: Children should be
in school

Please can we ask that
children arrive at school on
time. Those who arrive later
do not have the same start
to the day as their peers
which can disadvantage
them in their learning and
how they are feeling about
school. Do contact Mrs
Smith (Attendance Officer)
or Mrs Dent (Family Liaison
Officer) if arriving at school
ontimeisa
difficulty.
Thank you.

A message from Wiss Harris

This week has flown by! It’s hard to believe December begins next week, isn’t
it! There are lots of plans for December at St Matt’s — do take a look at the
dates for your diary at the end of the newsletter for information on what is
happening over the coming weeks. More details will be sent out next week
about the timings for the Carol Service and Nativity performances as well as
ordering the Christmas lunch.

This week in Worship, we have been focusing on the story of King David and
yesterday reflected on Psalm 23 — The Lord is my Shepherd. We thought
about what this Psalm means to Christians.

We have removed the cones from the Key Stage 2 playground —they are
looking quite battered now and we have put playground markings on the
playground for children to know where to line up in the morning. At the end
of the day, we would ask you to continue to wait for your child at the bottom
of the playground please — it’s much easier for teachers and children to see
you there! Thank you.

Finally, some members of the public have voiced concerns about parking at
the drop-off and pick-up times and that it is not safe for the children. Can we
ask that drivers park responsibly please, particularly along Great Brooms
Road and Yew Tree Road, and that children are encouraged to use the
crossings when walking to and from school. Thank you for your support.

Forest School
Next week, on Thursday 5
December, Class 4S (Year 4
— Mr Smith) will be taking
part in Forest School.
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Positive Changes and Successes

Curriculum Learning:

Year 3 had a great day focusing on Design Technology skills within the
curriculum and making pneumatic toys! The children developed their
understanding forces involving air and how to use this to create movement
in toys. Lots of fun was had by all (including the Year 3 staff team!) and the
toys created were amazing!
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Governor visit:

We were very pleased to welcome some school Governors into school last
week. During the visit they spoke to children in Years 2, 4 and 6 and looked
at learning specifically in science and computing. The Governors commented
about how well the children spoke about their learning and that they were
engaged with the task. Well done to the children who met the Governors —
they had a very positive visit.




Better Streets Campaigy

You will have recently received
communication about the Better Streets
Campaign. We have engaged in the
consultation and discussed the possible
impact of the proposed developments to
our school area and would urge you to
also participate so your voice can be
heard.
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BETTER STREETS
RESIDENTS' ENGAGEMENT

Avutumn 2024

Many residents in the St James’ and St John's areas have raised
concerns about road safety and parking issues locally. The
Better Streets project aims to find solutions to these issues.

As there is a range of measures that could be implemented,
we are asking for your views on some concept designs.
Please take the chance to give us your feedback because
understanding your views is very important for this project.

The online engagement will run from

To respond to our online
survey scan this QR code,

Saturday 23 November
Tlam-2pm at

Park Hub

Home Learving

This term we have reviewed our Home Learning policy and
thought about what will have greatest benefit to children
and their learning through practise at home.

Thank you to all parents for engaging with their child at
home to support them with their learning — it really does
make a difference.

For your information, here is a summary of what we
generally ask children to engage with at home to support
their learning and building up to be ready for their next
steps:

Reception Sharing books every day

Years 1and 2 | Reading (15 mins daily)

Years3and 4 Reading (15 mins daily)
Times Tables Rockstars (5 mins daily)

Spelling task across the week

Years 5and 6 | Reading daily (20 mins daily)
Times Tables Rockstars (5 mins daily)

Spelling task across the week

Of course, additional support and dialogue about your
child’s learning is valuable and will support them to make
progress —you will know what topics are being studied
through the curriculum newsletters at the beginning of
term.

Next week, the full policy will be able to be found on the
school website.

Dates for your Diary

You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can

find them by following this link.

Below are the key dates for your diary so you know what the children will be doing in Term 2:
e Thursday 5" December: Christmas Discos for Years R, 1, 2, 3, 4 (PTA event — thank you!)
e Friday 6" December: Non-uniform day (PTA event — thank you!)
e Friday 6" December @ 2.15pm: Parent meeting focusing on supporting children sensory processing
e Thursday 12t December: Santa’s Grotto (PTA event — thank you!)
e Thursday 12t December: Christmas Disco for Years 5 and 6 (PTA event — thank you!)
e Monday 16™ December: Carol Service at St Matthew’s Church
e Tuesday 17t December (am): Reception Nativity for parents
e Tuesday 17t December (pm): Year 1/2 Nativity for parents
e Wednesday 18" December (am) Year 1/2 Nativity for parents
e Thursday 19t December: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day

e Friday 20" December: End of Term 2
Dates for Term 3:
Monday 6™ January: Term 3 begins

Thursday 13% February: Term 3 ends for children
Friday 14t February: INSET day for staff — School closed for pupils

e Monday 17t — Friday 21% February: Spring Term break

Dates for Term 4:

e Monday 24™ February: Term 4 begins

e Friday 4™ April: Term 4 ends



https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates

