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Attendance Awards

It has been lovely to award
certificates for children
achieving 97%+ attendance
since September — an
astonishing 101 certificates
have been presented
today. Well done to all!

Poppy Appeal

Thank you to everyone who
donated to this years'
Poppy Appeal. I'm
delighted to share with you
that our school raised
£147.54.

The total raised across the
schools in Tunbridge Wells
was £7209.11. A wonderful

sum for

A message from Wiss Harris

What a wonderful week it has been! The school has felt incredibly festive this
week with the Carol Services on Monday, the Nativities and the Christmas
lunch as well as lots of Christmas activities in classroom. There has been lots
of excitement and laughter which has been wonderful after a long term of
lots of hard work.

As we reach the end of the term, we say a very fond farewell to Mrs Webb —
she has been a valued member of our school and will be very much missed.
We thank her for everything she has done and do hope we can keep in
touch. Very best wishes for your next adventures, Mrs Webb!

This newsletter celebrates some of the events of the past week — thank you
to families and guests for supporting the events. We do hope you enjoyed
them and are proud of all the efforts of the pupils — we certainly are!
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Let me take this opportunity to wish everyone seasons greetings and a very
Happy Christmas — we do hope you enjoy time with your families and friends
over the coming weeks and we look forward to welcoming everyone back to
school on Monday 6™ January 2025.

such a
worthy
cause.

Forest School
On Thursday 9% January,
Kiwi Class (Year 2 — Mrs
Brown) will be taking part
in Forest School. Make sure
you wrap up warm!
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Carol Services

What wonderful services — these really did fill us with the spirit of Christmas
as the children led us through the story of the birth of Christ and celebrated
this important point in the Christian calendar.

The choir and orchestra performed beautifully, demonstrating their effort,
enthusiasm and talent. The Leading Lights and readers spoke clearly and the
singing of the songs and hymns filled the Church.
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One of our new School Governors commented:
“It was joyous and | feel like the Christmas season has begun!
Super singing and a lovely variety of arts being shared.
All the children were beautifully behaved and looked like they were so proud
to be part of the service.”

Thank you to all who attended and contributed to the Services.




Nativity Productions

We are so very proud of all the children in our reception, Year 1 and 2 classes this week for the way they
performed their nativities and told the story of Christmas. The learning of the songs, the lines and the
acting was impressive — as well as presenting this to audiences that filled the hall. Very well done to all —
pupils and staff — for all their hard work in putting these together, and thank you to families and guests
for coming along to enjoy the events.

Our wonderful kitchen team produced a fabulous
Thank you very much to Independent Catering for their hard work and festive spirit in preparing and
serving the meal — a very tasty meal enjoyed by all.

It was lovely to see children in Christmas jumpers and hats to enjoy the festivities and lunch too.

Dates for your Diary
You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can
find them by following this link.

Dates for Term 3:
e Monday 6" January: Term 3 begins
e Thursday 13%™ February: Term 3 ends for children
Friday 14™ February: INSET day for staff — School closed for pupils
e Monday 17™ — Friday 21° February: Spring Term break
Dates for Term 4:
e Monday 24™ February: Term 4 begins
e Friday 4" April: Term 4 ends



https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates

