
 

 

 

A message from Miss Harris 
 

This week, we have enjoyed beginning to  
celebrate the Christmas season in school.  
Through our worships, we have been thinking  
about the meaning of Advent and the  
anticipation of the birth of Christ. On Thursday,  
we made Christingles and thought about the  
meaning of each aspect of a Christingle – this,  
with the practices for the nativities and carol service, has really made the 
school begin to feel Christmassy.  
 
Each week, it is lovely to welcome parents/carers of our Reception classes 
into school as they drop off their children to stay and read with their children 
– thank you to all parents/carers who have stayed and enjoyed a book with 
their children. Such a valuable time.  
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Attendance Ted 

Well done to Owls (Year 1 
class) and Puffins (Year 3 
class) for good attendance 

last week. 😊  
 

   

 

Forest School  

Next week, on Thursday 
12th December, Peacock 
Class (Year 3 – Mrs 
Christian) will be taking part 
in Forest School.  
 

Over the past weeks, the 
classes who have engaged 
with Forest School have 
been planting trees and 
bushes donated to us.  
Thank you to Mr Gillinder 
and the classes for planting 
these across the field – they 
will look lovely in the spring 
and summer. 
 

 

Many thanks to the PTA 
 

The discos, organised and run by the PTA, yesterday evening were a huge 
success!  
 Our Reception, Year 1 and 2 children and our Year 3 and 4 children 
thoroughly enjoyed the events and showed some spectacular dance moves! 
It was great to see so many children come along and enjoy themselves – the 
games of musical statues, walking the cat walk in imaginative ways and the 
incredible dancing talent was definitely on display!  
 

       
 
Thank you to Sophie and Jess and all the parents / carers who put a lot of 
work into organising the event, and the parents / carers and staff who 
volunteered to support the discos – it looked as though they enjoyed it as 

much as the children. 😊 We look forward to the Year 5 and 6 disco next 
week.  
 
Thank you also to the PTA for all the work they are doing to prepare for 
Santa’s Grotto next week – we are eagerly anticipating it next Thursday. The 
children of St Matt’s really do benefit from the work of the PTA – through the 
events and also the benefit of the fund raising for projects.  
 

 



 

Dates for your Diary 

You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can 
find them by following this link.  
 

Below are the key dates for your diary so you know what the children will be doing in Term 2: 

• Thursday 12th December: Santa’s Grotto (PTA event – thank you!) 

• Thursday 12th December: Christmas Disco for Years 5 and 6 (PTA event – thank you!) 

• Monday 16th December: Carol Service at St Matthew’s Church 

• Tuesday 17th December (am): Reception Nativity for parents 

• Tuesday 17th December (pm): Year 1/2 Nativity for parents  

• Wednesday 18th December (am) Year 1/2 Nativity for parents 

• Thursday 19th December: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 

• Friday 20th December: End of Term 2 
Dates for Term 3:  

• Monday 6th January: Term 3 begins 

• Thursday 13th February: Term 3 ends for children  

• Friday 14th February: INSET day for staff – School closed for pupils 

• Monday 17th – Friday 21st February: Spring Term break  
Dates for Term 4:  

• Monday 24th February: Term 4 begins 

• Friday 4th April: Term 4 ends 
 
 
 

Successes: A Celebration of Learning 

  
 
  

 

 

We are very proud of all our children’s learning 

and progress and this display brings together and 

celebrates some of the learning of our Year 6 

pupils.  

The Year 6 classes have been focusing some of 

their learning around a text called “The Arrival” by 

Shaun Tan. It is a silent graphic novel which has 

been described as one of the most critically 

acclaimed books of recent times. This high-quality 

text has been the stimulus for much of the 

learning in English lessons and there are some 

excellent pieces of writing displayed from their 

unit of learning. 

In the centre, the children’s art is displayed. They 

have worked with our Art specialist teacher, Mr 

Tibbits-Williams, to produce some incredible self-

portraits, learning about sketching techniques and 

creating some impressive work.  

Well done to the whole Year 6 team and thank you 

to the teachers and teaching assistants for 

displaying the work so imaginatively to celebrate 

the learning.  

https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates

