
 

 

 

A message from Miss Harris 

What a rainy week! It has been a busy one too with children engaging in their 
learning and experiences. Through going into all classrooms, I can see that 
the children are working hard and doing well with their learning. A number 
of children have also come to see me to show me their work and talk about 
their learning – it is lovely to see how proud they are of their progress. Well 

done to everyone! 😊  
 

Here are a couple of special highlights of the week:  

• Forest School has been an enjoyable experience for Class 4W this week 
where they enjoyed time in the forest area and learnt skills about being 
safe in the natural habitat. A wonderful experience for them all.  

• Year 1 have been learning about natural habitats and have created 
beautiful collages using leaves, twigs and natural things they have found 
in the school grounds. 

 

Finally, today is National Teaching Assistant Appreciation Day – we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of our Teaching Assistants for their 
dedication to supporting our children.  
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Attendance Ted 

Attendance Ted has 
enjoyed spending the week 
in Year 6, Mrs Crabb’s class. 

The class had 100% 
attendance last week – 

fabulous!  
 

  

Additional funding 

for schools 

Parents / Carers of children 
in Year R, 1 and 2 received 
a letter this week about 
additional funding for 
schools to support the 
education of children at St 
Matthew’s through 
applications for Pupil 
Premium. This letter was 
sent out as a hard copy 
with your child – if you 
haven’t seen it, please do 
have a look in your child’s 
bag in case it has become 
buried!  
I am sure you will agree 
that any additional funding 
schools can only be a good 
thing!  

Positive Changes and Successes 

This week, we report on a success… St Matthew’s has been awarded the 
Music Mark in recognition of our commitment to providing high quality 
music education. 

 
To apply for and gain this Mark, Mrs Morton shared that classes are taught 
to read music, play musical instruments and are taught about famous 
composers within our curriculum. She also included, within the application, 
the range of extra-curricular musical activities that the school provides such 
as choir, orchestra and a string group and the opportunities groups have to 
engage beyond the school in events. Mrs Morton shared that we offer 
individual lessons on instruments such as piano, guitar and violin.  
A rich environment for all our children to develop their appreciation, 
knowledge and skills within different aspects of music.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Pirate themed sample lunch – Thursday 3rd Oct 

Each day, the meals are freshly prepared and offer a good choice for the children – the salad bar is a 
particular highlight for many of the children as is the choice of deserts including fruit each day.  

 

Independent Catering has planned a pirate themed lunch for next Thursday. A great opportunity for 
children to enjoy a hot meal at lunchtime. 
 
For Reception and Years 1 and 2, this is a sample day where the canteen will provide all children with a 
school dinner so they can try the delicious food. (These year groups should have received a letter via Squid 
mail about this earlier this week.) 
 
The meal options for Thursday will be: 

• Meat feast pizza 

• Cheese and tomato pizza 

• Fresh pesto and pea linguine 

• Jacket potatoes, sweetcorn and salad bar 

• Chocolate chip cookie 

 

 

  
 
 
 
  

Dates for your Diary 
You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can find 
them by following this link.  
 
Below are some key dates for your diary so you know what the children will be doing in Terms 1 and 2. Dates added 
to those shared in the previous newsletter are written in green. For many of the events, more details will follow and 
there are a few more dates to add as events are finalised:  

• Friday 4th October or Monday 7th October : Harvest donations for ‘Nourish’ 

• Monday 7th October: Harvest Service at St Matthew’s Church for children 

• Tuesday 8th October: Year 3 trip to Amelia Centre 

• Wednesday 23rd October: Donations for Christmas ‘Shoebox Appeal’ 

• Thursday 24th October: End of Term 1 for children  

• Friday 25th October: INSET day for teachers. School closed for pupils. 

• Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November: Autumn Break – School closed 

• Monday 4th November: Start of Term 2 for all  

• Monday 11th November: Anti-Bullying Week 

• Wednesday 13th November: Flu Immunisations 

• Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th November: Parent Consultations 

• Friday 15th November: Children in Need 

• Monday 16th December: Carol Service at St Matthew’s Church 

• Tuesday 17th December (am): Reception Nativity for parents 

• Tuesday 17th December (pm): Year 1/2 Nativity for parents  

• Wednesday 18th December (am) Year 1/2 Nativity for parents 

• Thursday 19th December: Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day 

• Friday 20th December: End of Term 2 
 
 

 

 

https://st-matthews-school.org/calendar-2/term-dates

