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School Times

8.40: Gates open
8.45: School day begins

3.10: Gates open
3.15: School day ends

Any children arriving after
8.45am needs to go into
school via the school office
and are considered to be
late for school.

Thank you for your support
in children arriving at
school on time — it makes
for a positive start for the
day for them.

and talk with many parents over the past fortnight. | will be outside and
available at the beginning and end of most days when you drop off and pick
up your children, so please do come and say hello to me and catch me for a
chat! Mrs Pollard (Deputy Headteacher), Mrs Dent (Family Liaison Officer)
and Mrs Stolton (Pastoral Mentor) are also often out at drop-off and pick-up
times too and would be pleased to have a quick chat — do book a time to talk
with one of us if a longer conversation is more helpful.

We are trialling a new-look to our newsletter with the aim that you can be
more informed about what is happening in school and our plans for the term
and year. In the next few days, if you haven’t already, you will receive a year
group newsletter informing you of our learning focuses for this term so that
you can be even more involved in your children’s learning. | would welcome
your feedback on this approach.

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the ‘Meet the Teacher’
events over the past week — it was good to see you.

Dojo Messages

Thank you for all your
engagement with Dojo —
we are keen to share
school news with you and
we often show your
comments to the children
who enjoy seeing these
posts too.

A gentle reminder to
everyone that all Dojo
messages and posts should
be written with a polite
tone. We will remove any
posts from threads which
are not of an appropriate
tone (and urge all parents
to maintain a polite tone
when contacting staff too).
Thank you.

Positive Changes and Successes

In each newsletter, we will share with you some of the improvements we are
continuing to make to our school and share some of our achievements — in
this newsletter, we would like to share the improvements we have made to
our Reception and Year 1/2 learning area.

Over the summer, your children might have told you, that we have removed
the shutters that led into the classrooms and have replaced them with stud
walls and doors. We are delighted with the impact this has had for the
children and their learning. Classrooms are now contained which allow for
classes to focus on their lessons and learning more effectively. The
communal area outside the classrooms has begun to be developed into
learning areas where groups can work now that the sound travel is managed.
It really is a huge improvement which we are all enjoying.

Here is a picture of one of our reception classrooms — it is so much calmer
and quieter with children saying that they like their learning areas.
Good news!




Pupil Attendance

The attendance of children in school, of course, has a direct correlation to the
progress they make in their learning — we know you will agree. While we would like
to see children in school every day, we recognise that there may be a need for

a child to be absent from school occasionally due to illness or exceptional
circumstances.

One of our approaches to continuing to improve, and raising the profile of, school
attendance with pupils is to introduce a new school mascot, ‘Attendance Ted'.

Attendance Ted will join different classes based the attendance and punctuality of
the class and ‘support them with their learning’. Children were introduced to Attendance Ted on Monday

and he has spent the week in Class 4W — he is well-loved already and has engaged with lots of activities.

Our Attendance Officer is Mrs Smith who is based in the office — 1 am sure many of you know her. She
monitors the punctuality and attendance of all pupils within the school. Please do contact her if you have
any questions.

As we are writing, please let us remind you of the process should your child need to be absent from school.
If your child has an unexpected illness or reason not to be able to attend, we ask that you contact the
school by phone or email Mrs Smith (r.smith@st-matthews.kent.sch.uk ) on each day that your child is
unwell. Please do not use Class Dojo to log absences and query other attendance matters.

If your child has a medical appointment, Government policy requires us to have seen confirmation of the
medical appointment — again please contact Mrs Smith to provide this. Thank you.

Finally and for your information, if you would like to request leave of absence for your child, Government
policy only allows us to authorise leave for specific reasons and does not consider a holiday or a leisure
activity to be permissible. We recognise that this may be disappointing for some families and wanted to
ensure you were aware of this.

We hope this clarifies some key points regarding attendance and punctuality. The way we manage school
attendance is in line with Government policy and, if you would like to read more about it, the approach can
be found on the website for the Department for Education. Thank you for all your support with this.

Dates for your Diary

You will have already seen the Term dates for the year, but if you would like to refer to them again, you can find
them by following this link.

Below are some of the other key dates for your diary so you know what the children will be doing in Terms 1 and 2.
For many of the events, more details will follow and there are a few more dates to add as events are finalised:

e Monday 7™ October: Harvest Service at St Matthew’s Church for children

e Tuesday 8™ October: Year 3 trip to Amelia Centre

e Thursday 24" October: End of Term 1 for children

e Friday 25" October: INSET day for teachers

e Monday 28" October — Friday 1°t November: Autumn Break — School closed

e Monday 4™ November: Start of Term 2 for all

e Monday 11" November: Anti-Bullying Week

e Tuesday 12" and Thursday 14" November: Parent Consultations

e Friday 15" November: Children in Need

e Monday 16" December: Carol Service at St Matthew’s Church

e Tuesday 17" December (am): Reception Nativity for parents

e Tuesday 17" December (pm): Year 1/2 Nativity for parents

e Wednesday 18" December (am) Year 1/2 Nativity for parents

e Fridav 20" December: End of Term 2
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