
Year 4 – Term 6, Week 1 

 

Welcome back to Term 6 Year 4. Although it is not quite how we like it, I 

think we are all a bit more used to this way now. We all hope you had a 

lovely half term and have enjoyed the beautiful sunshine. As always, please do not worry if 

you cannot complete all the activities or you can’t spend as long on the activities each day as 

you would like.  

 

Maths: 

 Aim to try and do 1 hour in total each day. 

 Times tables rockstars – 3 times a week.  

 Daily 10 if they would like to – we use this in class for a bit 

of fun – it is really good for quick fire, warm up Maths! I 

would aim to be using Level 3 and up   

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10 

 

Daily Activities:  

 10-minute arithmetic warm up – multiplication  

 Have a go at Miss Osborne’s ‘multiplication card game’! You can make it as easy or as 

tricky as you like – the important part is quick and accurate recall of answers!  

 VIDEO WILL BE POSTED TO CLASS STORY TO EXPLAIN 

 

 

We now have access to White Rose Maths again! I know many of you will be really pleased as 

you preferred it, but for this week, I will put the information for both and you can choose 

which one you would rather use. 

 

White Rose Maths:  
 

White Rose Videos for Week 6: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/Year-4-Week-6.pdf 

 

 

Lesson 1: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-1-Add-2-or-more-

fractions-2019.pdf 

 

Lesson 2: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-2-Subtract-2-

fractions-2019.pdf  

 

Lesson 3: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-3-Fractions-of-a-

quantity-2019.pdf 

 

Lesson 4: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-4-Calculate-

quantities-2019.pdf 

 

ANSWERS FOR PARENTS: 
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Lesson 1: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-1-Answers-Add-2-or-more-

fractions-2019.pdf 

 

Lesson 2: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-2-Answers-Subtract-2-

fractions-2019.pdf 

 

Lesson 3: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-3-Answers-Fractions-of-a-

quantity-2019.pdf 

 

Lesson 4: https://resources.whiterosemaths.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/05/Lesson-4-Answers-Calculate-quantities-2019.pdf 

 

 

Bitesize Maths:  

 

 Each morning, the lesson will be uploaded onto BBC Bitesize ‘Home Learning’. The 

schedule for the lessons is above.  

 To access the lessons please use this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z63tt39/year-4-

and-p5-lessons/1 

 The lessons will contain videos, practise, examples and then work for the children to 

do.  

 

 

 EXT 1: ‘Money’ problem solving https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/04/Year-4-Money.pdf 

 EXT 2: Have a look at a recent receipt, can you round each item to the nearest 10p and 

calculate the new costs and total from the shopping.  

 
 

English: 
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Aim to try and do 

1 hour in total 

each day.  

 

 As it is 

a new 

term, 

we will 

be 

starting a new book!! 

 This term, our book will be ‘The Mousehole Cat’ by Antonia Barber…  

 

 

 

Lesson 1: Introducing our new book 

 

 Before listening to this, talk with an adult about what you understand a legend to be. 

 How does it differ from a myth?  

 What is a myth? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/ztxwsrd 

 What is a legend? https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zcxmb82 

 Do you know any other legends? 

 A legend is a story that has some truth in it and this book is a retelling of the true 

story of Tom Bawcock which is commemorated every December in the village of 

Mousehole in Cornwall.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/ztxwsrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx339j6/articles/zcxmb82
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 Can you locate Mousehole on the map 

above, or find it on a map of your 

own? 

 How do you think its geography would 

influence how people live? 

 Have a look at the pictures below… and more 

here: https://www.cornwalls.co.uk/photos/mousehole 

o What sort of place is this?  

o What do they think it would be like to live there in wintertime?  

o Why do you think these thoughts. Back up your ideas with reasoning please! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2: Visualising the beginning of our story 

 

 Listen to Miss Osborne reading the story aloud up to where the storm begins… 
 https://www.loom.com/share/1b979f29e33248d59e145d2cd2412b12 

 Can you ‘see’ the storm happening in your imagination? 

 Jot down what you would describe it to look like – what are you visualising in your 

mind?   

 What words or phrases has the writer used to convey the fierceness of the storm and 

make notes about how it makes you feel.  

 

EXT: You could now draw what the storm looks like using whatever you have got - pastels, 

paint, colouring pencils etc as if you were Mowser looking out of her window. 

 

 

Lesson 3: Rewriting part of a story using personification 

 
 In ‘The Mousehole Cat’, the author refers to the story as ‘The Great Storm-Cat’.  

 Personification: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn 

 Starter activity: 

https://www.cornwalls.co.uk/photos/mousehole
https://www.loom.com/share/1b979f29e33248d59e145d2cd2412b12
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn
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 What phrases does the author use that relate to the personification of the storm to a 

cat? (e.g. it came hunting – cats hunt and humans hunt but this is used to refer to the 

storm hunting, which is obviously can’t do, but helps a reader to imagine!) 
 Can you rewrite the build up to the storm with some of your own personification ideas? 
 You can choose a different animal – it doesn’t have to be a cat! 
 Think of some good phrases that would make the reader be able to imagine the scene! 
 You might choose a dragon, a lion, a hyena, a cobra snake…  

 

Lesson 4: Continuing personification/ handwriting practise!  

 

 For this exercise, read the instructions very carefully!  

 You will need to rewrite the passage, including your new personification.  
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 Please make sure you copy it very carefully, concentrating on your new phrases, 

handwriting and spellings too!  

EXT: You can write about anything you want today!  

Lesson 5: Reading Comprehension 

 

1) Why is the harbour called the Mouse hole?  

2) What does the last sentence of the first page tell you about Mouser’s relationship 

with the fisherman?  

3) Was Mowzer old or young?  What evidence do you have for your answer? 

4) What do you think the author mean when she writes “Sometimes Mowzer felt that her 

children hadn’t trained their people properly”?  

5) What job does old Tom have?  

6) Why do you think Mowzer believes that is “the most useful” job possible?  

7) What does the word partial mean? ‘Mowzer was very partial to a plate of fresh fish.’ 

8) Name 5 different types of fish described as part of Mowzer’s diet. 

9) Do you think there is really a storm cat?  
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10)  What do you think are the breakwaters?   

11) Why do you think the storm cat couldn’t get into Mousehole?  

12)  Is the illustration effective on page 10? (final image in Miss Osborne’s reading!) 

 

Foundation Subjects/ Further Activities: 

 

 Just try to do as much of this as you can over the course of a week.  

 Spellings work – aim to do about 10/15 minutes a day. 

 Reading – please continue to do 20 minutes of reading a day. There is an online library 

of books available if you have run out of books at home.  

 You are able to do your AR quizzes from home now – let me know when you have 

completed one and I will give you a dojo as I can’t give out stickers at the moment! 

 We would usually do 15 minutes of spellings at the start of an afternoon, followed by a 

foundation subject and then we have an end of day story for 20 minutes – this is when 

I read to the children   

 Don’t forget, your daily exercise that you are allowed to do is also part of the 

children’s day as they would normally be active during breaktimes/ daily mile!  

 

Spellings: suffix ‘ous’ 

 

 Please practice these spelling for a few minutes each day.  

 This week your spellings have the suffix ‘ous’  
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f/articles/zqcpv9q 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 

1: Match 

the route word to the ‘ous’ word 

 Using the table above, can you match the route word to the ‘ous’ version? 

 You might like to colour code or you could write them out. 

 e.g. space  spacious 

 

Parents: Spelling rules which may help 

 

 The letters ‘ous’ are a suffix, meaning ‘full of’.  

 Usually, adding ‘ous’ changes a noun into an adjective, as in danger to dangerous and 

there are conventions for the spellings:  

o Words ending in ‘y’: delete the ‘y’ and add ‘ious’ (glory/glorious)  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f/articles/zqcpv9q
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o Words ending in ‘ge’: do not drop the ‘e’(courage/courageous)  

o Words ending in ‘ce’: drop the ‘e’ and add ‘ious’ (space/spacious) 

o Words ending in ‘our’: change to ‘or’ and add ‘ous’ (humour/humorous) 

 

Lesson 2: Practise spelling the ‘ous’ words only by putting them into sentences 

 Can you write sentences using the ‘ous’ words correctly? 

 

Lesson 3: Find your own 

 Can you find your own? 

 Extra challenge: what is the root word? 

 

Lesson 4: ‘Against the Clock’ spelling game 

 
 https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-192313.htm 

 In this game, a sentence is read to you and you need to fill in the missing ‘ous’ word.  

 Remember to think about the root word to help with your spelling! 

 

 Art: Sketching skills 

 

 

 The Mousehole Cat takes place in a storm at sea.  

 We are going to be sketching 'choppy' waves that you might see in a storm at sea.  

What is sketching? Write one sentence to define this.  

 Sketching is defined as ' pencil drawings which give the essential features without the 

details.' 

 

 Before starting, what do you think the 'essential features' of 'choppy waves' might 

look like? Are these waves big or small? Do you think these waves would be sketched 

with lots of detail, or minimal detail? Why? 

 Cut a piece of A4 paper in half – we will be using one half for our sketch.   

 For parents – this video is quite long at 18 minutes, but the sketching technique is 

explained in full by 9 minutes so feel free to stop the video there if preferred (or 

continue for increased detail.)  

 We will be using this video (youtube) as a tutorial: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKvvLElcOd8&t=635s  

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-192313.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKvvLElcOd8&t=635s
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 Pause at 2 minutes 50 seconds – how faint or dark are your lines? Remember, we are 

starting with faint lines first. If you need to rub some lines out to make them fainter, 

do that now. 

 Pause at 3 minutes 4 seconds – how is the teacher's pencil angled before adding in 

some darker lines? (It is flat on the paper.) Why do you think this is?  

 Pause at 6 minute 35 second – why might we not press as hard on waves that are 

further back in the drawing?  (It will make the waves less defined, so they look 

further away!) 

 EXT: Add the boat mentioned in The Mousehole Cat into your sketch. Do you think the 

boat would be straight in this wild, choppy waves? If you position the boat at the 

front the sketch, should it be darker or lighter? What if you position the boat at the 

back of the sketch? 

 

Music: Folk Music 

 

 The Mousehole Cat is set in Cornwall, and we are going to be learning about the 

traditional music from the area, called folk music.  

 Folk music comes from Celtic music, from a group of people called the Celts that lived 

in Cornwall over 3000 years ago! 

 An important feature of folk music is that songs were transmitted aurally from 

generation to generation – meaning that people would learn the songs through listening 

to others singing them. Folk music usually tells a story of some sort, about a historical 

event or a mythical creature.  
 

 

 Listen to the most famous folk song from Cornwall, Trelawny.  

 (YouTube) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KRDP680VgE   

 While listening, take down some notes considering the following questions:  

o How many voices can you hear?  

o What instruments can you hear?  

o Does the melody or rhythm change during the song – if yes or no, why do you 

think this change does or does not occur?  

o What do these answers tell you about the features of folk music?  

(Folk often has singers, can be in choirs. Folk music has a constant, regular melody and 

rhythm as this makes it easier for the listener to remember and learn!) 
 

 

 We are going to have a go at learning the lyrics to Trelawny the traditional folk way – 

(aurally) just by listening to the song! Pause the song every ten seconds and sing the 

lyrics to yourself, this will make it easier to remember.  

 How much of the song can you remember just by listening? Do you think it was 

difficult to learn folk songs in Celtic times? If so, why? 

 Now, using as much as you can remember of Trelawny, perform it for someone in your 

family for them to learn.  

 Are they able to remember as much as you, or are they missing any words? Can they 

replicate the regular rhythm – or are they perhaps too fast or slow? Remember, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KRDP680VgE
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Trelawny has a rhythm that stays regular throughout! Once they have managed to 

learn the song, repeat the exercise with other members of your family. 

 Once everyone has remember as much as they can of the song, have a go at performing 

it together. Remember, folk music is often performed in a choir (a group of singers) so 

the more people in your group, the more diverse your choir will sound! 
 

 EXT: Research the song Trelawny. Can you find out what the song is about? Now, listen 

to the song again. Do you notice anything new about the lyrics or features of the song, 

now you know what it is about? 

 

 

Geography: Peninsulas 

 

 

 We are going to be learning about peninsulas. 

 The Mousehole Cat is set in the county of Cornwall. 

 In Cornwall, there is a peninsula called Penwith peninsula, which has a famous landmark 

on it called  Land's End.  

 Land's End is the most westerly point of the England (this means it is the part of 

England that sticks out the most in a western direction.)  

 Here is a picture of Land's End.  

 Using the picture, make a note of what you see – is there any feature that gives you a 

clue about what a peninsula might be?   

 Using the sentence starter 'I think...' write a sentence about what you think a 

peninsula is.  

 

 Here is another picture of Land's End (taken from the sky.) Does this give you any 

more clues as to what a peninsula might be? Note down any additional ideas or 

predictions.  

 Finally, there is a BIG clue in the name Land's End that might help you work out what a 

peninsula is.  

 What does the name 'Land's End' tell you about what a peninsula might be?  
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 A peninsula is a piece of land that sticks out into the water, so it has water on three 

sides but it's still connected to the land.  

 The word 'peninsula' comes from the Latin words 'paene' (almost) and 'insula' (island) 

because a peninsula is almost an island, but not quite!  

 Using this definition, add any information you may have missed to your definition of a 

peninsula.  

 

 Which of the numbered areas on this map is a peninsula? (Remember, a peninsula has 

water on 3 sides.)  

 

(Number 2) 
 

 Here is a map of England, with Cornwall circled. Using what you have already read 

about the Penwith Peninsula and Land's End (see in the above passage to refresh your 

memory) and the compass below, locate and circle Land's End on Penwith peninsula.  
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 What uses do you think the Penwith peninsula may have? Make a prediction. 

 Take a look at this footage (YouTube) of Land's End 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QENU16Zn8aE .  

 How many different uses for the peninsula or activities can you see taking place?  

 Did you spot the lighthouse?  

 Why do you think a peninsula would be a good place to put a lighthouse? 
 

 

PSHE: Health and wellbeing 

 

 We are going to be thinking about how different factors effect our health and well-

being.  

 Health is defined as the state of being free from illness or injury.  

 Well-being is defined as: the state of being comfortable, healthy, or happy.  

 

 Cornwall is one of the ten most air polluted areas in Britain, and the councils there are 

considering moving residents of affected areas into areas with cleaner air. We are 

going to consider how this would effect both the health and the well being of the 

residents there.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QENU16Zn8aE
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 Take a look at the below article reporting on the issue. Using different colours for 

each, highlight anything relating to either health or well-being. Use the above 

definitions to help you remember the difference.  
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 Now, consider what it would be like to be in this situation yourself.   

 You would be forced to leave your house and home behind.  

 How do you think this would effect your health and you well- being?  

 Would it have a positive or negative effect?  
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 Using the sentence starter 'I think this would have a positive/negative effect on my 

health/well being' write a sentence explaining the effect you think this might have on 

both your health or well being, and why.  

 

 Do you think that making people move out of the polluted area would be positive for 

the  health and well-being of residents or negative?  

 

 You are going to use what you have read, as well as your own opinions, to present 

reasons for and against moving people out of the polluted area, by considering the 

positive and negative effects it will have on their health and their well- being. Use the 

table below (or design your own) to present your ideas. 

 

 

 EXT: Can you think of other ways to solve the pollution problem that may be more 

beneficial to the health and well-being of the residents of Cornwall?  

 Write 3-4 alternative things you would advise the council to do, instead of moving 

residents out of their homes.  
 

 

 

 


