
Minibeasts 

Role-Play areas to make at in a corner of your home if you wish: 

Farm, vets, animal hospital or farm shop 

Key Texts 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

What the Ladybird Heard by Julia Donaldson 

The Bad Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle 
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16/17th 

April 

 

Read story of “The 

Very Hungry 

Caterpillar” by Eric 

Carle 

 

 
 

and then watch video  

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=75NQK-

Sm1YY 

Make own version of 

the story and make into 

small book thinking of 

meals you have eaten 

on each day of the 

week. 

Follow link for how to 

make a book from one 

piece of paper 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=21qi9ZcQV

to 

 

 
 

 

 

Draw your own caterpillar  

 

 
 

Use the caterpillar as a 

number line and write 

your numbers to 20, 

writing one digit in each 

section. 

Use your number line to 

find one more and one 

less of different numbers. 

 

 

Talk about the 

days of the week 

and see if you can 

remember them in 

order.  

 

What is the day 

today? 

 

What will be the 

day tomorrow? 

 

Which days are 

the weekend? 

 

See if you can 

remember what 

you had for 

dinner/tea for 

every day of the 

week this week. 

 

Talk about this 

with an adult to 

see who 

remembers the 

most! 

 

Phonics: Practise 

your letter sounds 

and go over the 

ones you find 

tricky. 

Use paint to make 

butterfly pictures 

by painting half 

of a side of paper 

and then folding 

it in half to 

squash the paint, 

then open the 

paper to reveal 

the 

butterfly.https://

picklebums.co

m/easy-art-for-

kids-squish-

painting/ 
 

 
 

Find out about 

the Life cycle of 

a butterfly  

 

 
https://www.n

atgeokids.com

/uk/discover/a

nimals/insects/

butterfly-life-

cycle/ 
 

Curl up like a 

caterpillar in a 

chrysalis then 

stretch out your 

arms like wings of 

a butterfly. Can 

you make up your 

own dance being a 

caterpillar or 

butterfly or both? 

 

 
 

Think about 

the life cycle 

of the 

butterfly.  

 

We haven’t 

always been 

the size and 

age we are 

today. 

 

If you were to 

do a life cycle 

of you, what 

would it look 

like? (you can 

go back as far 

as you feel 

comfortable) 

 

Have a think 

about how you 

have changed 

since you were 

a baby. What 

are some of 

the things you 

can do now 

that you 

couldn’t do 

when you 

were a baby? 

Focus on the 
story of 
Moses, the 
baby in the 
Bullrushes. 
 
See if you 
can read the 
story.  
 
Think about 
how Moses 
life changed 
and who he 
became.  
 
Why might 
this story be 
important to 
Jewish 
people? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto
https://picklebums.com/easy-art-for-kids-squish-painting/
https://picklebums.com/easy-art-for-kids-squish-painting/
https://picklebums.com/easy-art-for-kids-squish-painting/
https://picklebums.com/easy-art-for-kids-squish-painting/
https://picklebums.com/easy-art-for-kids-squish-painting/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/animals/insects/butterfly-life-cycle/
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20th -24th 

April 

 

 

This week, just read the 
first three pages of the 
book “What The 
Ladybird Heard” by 
Julia Donaldson. 
 

 
 
If you don’t have the 
book, you can listen to 
it by following this link:  
https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=Mq_Pee5
3RpE 
 
Think about what might 
happen next in the 
story. If you know then 
think of a different way 
the story might end. 
 
Think about all the 
characters in the story 
so far. 
 
Draw the characters 
and see if you can write 
speech bubbles for 
them. This might be 
what noises they 
actually make or it 
might be what you 
imagine they would say. 
 

 

 

 

 
Find different ways to 
make ten and then 
twenty. You may want to 
use these ladybird 
templates to help by 
using different numbers 
of dots in each side and 
making the total add up 
to ten or twenty. See if 
you can record your 
calculations. Template 
available on twinkl. 

Have you ever seen 
the animals from 
the story when 
you’ve been to a 
farm or been to a 
park like Dunorlan? 
Can you talk about 
this with an adult? 
 
What is your 
favourite animal? 
Can you share and 
listen to your 
partner? 
 
Can you remember 
what sounds 
different animals 
make? Can you take 
turns to test other? 
Try to think of some 
really tricky ones 
like what noise does 
a dolphin make? 
 

 
 
  

Phonics Try to 

spell red words 

like put, the, of, 

she, he, no, you, 

said. 

Make an animal 
mask for as many 
of the animals in 
the story as you 
like. You may be 
able to find 
different materials 
around the house 
e.g cotton wool for 
the sheep. 

Go for a 
minibeast/bug 
hunt in your 
garden or on a 
walk to the woods 
or in an open 
space. Try to 
record how many 
different 
minibeasts you can 
see. 
You could use this 
chart from twinkl 
or make your own. 

 
 
 

 

 
 Make as many 
different animal 
shapes as possible. 
These may give you 
an idea  
https://www.hellow
onderful.co/post/ani
mal-exercises-for-
kids/ 
 
Think of some of 
your own. 
 
 

The ladybird is 
very good at 
listening to 
what others say. 
Can you try 
extra hard to 
listen to what 
your mum or 
dad is asking 
you to do? Can 
you play some 
listening 
games? They 
might tell you 
some 
instructions to 
listen to or 
whisper a 
sentence for 
you to 
remember. 

The focus 
story this 
week is the 
story of 
David and 
Goliath. 
Think about 
the 
characters in 
the story, 
what do they 
teach us? 
How can we 
use this story 
to help us 
with difficult 
times in our 
lives? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq_Pee53RpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq_Pee53RpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq_Pee53RpE
https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/animal-exercises-for-kids/
https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/animal-exercises-for-kids/
https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/animal-exercises-for-kids/
https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/animal-exercises-for-kids/
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27th April – 

1st May 

Read the next few 

pages of the book 

“What The Ladybird 

Heard” by Julia 

Donaldson 

 

 
 

 

Lift the flap clues. 

 

Write clues for a mini 

beast by sounding out 

phonetically for 

example: 

 

It is hairy. 

It is black. 

It has 8 legs. 

 

What is it? 

 

 
 
 

Put a post-it note over 

the picture drawn or 

cut out and see if 

someone else can 

guess the minibeast 

from the clues. 

 

 

 

Ladybird Doubles 
Cut-Outs 
(Minibeasts)Foun

d on Twinkl 
 

Focus on doubling and 

halving numbers.  

 

You could count out an 

even number of pasta 

or pencils. Then see if 

you can share them 

fairly so that both 

groups are exactly the 

same size. 

 

You could start with an 

even number of an item 

and try to find double 

that amount.  

 

Link this to teaching 

the 2 x table 

 

Talk and listen to 

an adult, you may 

find out some 

interesting things 

you didn’t know 

before. 

 

Are there any 

animals or insects 

you are scared of? 

For example 

spiders? 

 

 What is it about 

certain creatures 

that you or your 

adult don’t like? 

Is it the way they 

move or what they 

look like? 

 

How could you 

overcome that 

fear? 

 

 

Phonics: Practice 

saying sounds 

including those 

you find tricky. 

Have a look at 

this website to see 

if it helps you 

with your child at 

the right level for 

them. 
https://home.oxfor
dowl.co.uk/reading/
reading-schemes-
oxford-levels/read-
write-inc-phonics-
guide/ 

 

Make a puppet of 

an insect or mini 

beast using a lolly 

pop stick or a 

stick you might 

find outside. You 

could draw a 

picture of a mini 

beast and stick it 

on. Can you find 

out any facts 

about your mini 

beast? 

 

 
 

Or 

 

 

Make a bug den 

using junk 

modelling. 

 

You could use 

newspaper, a 

cereal box, plant 

pots or anything 

else you can find 

in the house or 

garden if you ask 

permission. 

 

 

You may have 

already made a 

puppet of a mini 

beast. Now,  

can you make a 

shadow puppet of 

a mini beast?  

 

 
 
 

 

Can you 

investigate how 

shadows are 

made? 

 
 

 

How would you 

explain shadows  

to a friend 

Imagine you are a 

worm or a snake 

and experiment 

with different ways 

of moving on your 

tummy on the 

floor. You may be 

able to put shoes 

like cones and be 

able to wriggle 

around them. 

 

 
 
 

Think about 

our school 

value of 

honesty. If we 

are honest 

there are 

things we all 

find difficult. 

Can you think 

of one thing in 

particular you 

find difficult? 

It may be 

tidying up, 

listening, 

telling the 

truth. See if 

you can work 

with an adult 

to get better at 

this one area 

this week. 

Remember to 

use your 

growth 

mindset, you 

can do it. 

The focus 
story this 
week is a 
Hindu story. 
It is How 
Ganesh got 
his elephant 
head. 
Read the 
story and 
see if you 
can find out 
about what 
Hindu’s 
believe and 
why this 
story is 
important. 
 
https://super
brainybeans.
com/extra/re
ligious-
education/hi
nduism/ 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-207-ladybird-doubles
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-207-ladybird-doubles
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-207-ladybird-doubles
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-207-ladybird-doubles
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://superbrainybeans.com/extra/religious-education/hinduism/
https://superbrainybeans.com/extra/religious-education/hinduism/
https://superbrainybeans.com/extra/religious-education/hinduism/
https://superbrainybeans.com/extra/religious-education/hinduism/
https://superbrainybeans.com/extra/religious-education/hinduism/
https://superbrainybeans.com/extra/religious-education/hinduism/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-207-ladybird-doubles
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Continue reading the 
book next two pages. 
 
 

 
 
Make a mini beast story 
bag you could find any 
bag even a plastic one 
and put in it a few 
items such as a leaf, a 
twig, a stone a cup and 
a plastic minibeast or 
nimal if you have one. If 
not you could draw one 
on a piece of paper and 
add it in.  
Ask the children to tell 
a story using the props. 
An adult might like to 
model telling a story 
first adding in 
description and drama 
and modelling how to 
use imagination. 
 
See if children can 
record their story using 
pictures and sounding 
out words. They may 
like to try making a 
little book again using a 
piece of paper (week 
one) 
 
 
 
 
 

Measuring ingredients. 
Link maths with making 
biscuits and measuring 
ingredients. Also look at 
capacity and volume. 
There are some ideas on 
Twinkl  
 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk
/resource/t-c-254584-
everyday-objects-
capacity-activity-sheet 
 
 
 

 
 
You could fill a sink or 
bath with water and get a 
range of containers to fill 
half full, full or empty. 
Play with water. You 
could use a measuring jug 
to measure accurately. 
You could use other 
materials such as rice. 

 

 
Try to remember 
when we did 
helicopter stories. 
Think about a story 
to do with anything! 
Use your 
imagination. See if 
you can tell your 
story to an adult 
and they write it 
down. Then see if 
they will help you 
act out the story. 
 
This may help you if 
you need reminding 
 
Helicopter Stories 
— MakeBelieve Arts 

www.makebelievea
rts.co.uk › 
helicopterstorieslett
ingim... 
 
 
 
Phonics 
Look at the book 
again. Can you pick 
out any of the 
rhyming words? See 
if you can write 
them out. For 
example find what 
rhymes with hen 
and what rhymes 
with dog. Try to 
make a list of 
words. 
 

Making mini beast 
biscuits (decorate 
the biscuit, don’t 
make the biscuit 
from mini beasts!) 
 
Either get a biscuit 
like a digestive or a 
rich tea biscuit and 
use icing to 
decorate or see if 
you can make your 
own plain biscuits 
and then decorate 
them using icing 
sugar. 
 
https://www.bbcgo
odfood.com/recipe
s/basic-biscuit-
dough 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Investigate the life 
cycle of a frog.  
 

 
 
 
 
Think about where 
frogs come from. 
Think of any 
questions you may 
have and talk 
about them with 
an adult. 
 
Watch this video 
and see if you can 
find out the 
answers to your 
questions. 
 
 
https://www.dkfin
dout.com/uk/video
/animals-and-
nature/life-cycle-
frog/ 
 
Maybe try to 
research more 
information from 
books or using the 
internet with an 
adult near you. 
 
 

See if you can move 
like different 
animals. You may get 
some ideas from 
https://www.cbc.ca/
parents/learning/vie
w/12-animals-walks-
for-kids-to-get-
moving 
 

 

https://www.ju
bileecentre.ac.u
k/userfiles/jubil
eecentre/pdf/Pr
imary%20Progra
mme%20of%20
Study/Reflectio
n/REFLECTION_
Reception_Virtu
e_Shields.pdf 
 
Think of all the 
things you are 
good at. Try to 
remember all 
the school 
values we have 
done so far this 
year such as 
kindness, 
perseverance 
and respect. See 
if you can draw 
your own virtue 
shield or use the 
above template 
to help you. 

The Islamic 
Story of The 
Prophet, The 
Ants and The 
Crying Camel 
 
https://www
.bbc.co.uk/bi
tesize/clips/z
9tqb82 
 
What is this 
story about? 
 
Why might 
this story be 
important to 
Muslims? 
 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254584-everyday-objects-capacity-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254584-everyday-objects-capacity-activity-sheet
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Look again at the book 
“What the Ladybird 
Heard” Go back to the part 
of the book where the 
thieves come. 

 
You can see there is a map 
which the thieves draw. 
Have a look at some real 
maps and plans. 
 
See if you can draw a map 
of your road or a plan of 
your house. Can you label 
the plan/map? 
 
You may want to let your 
imagination go wild. Think 
about pirates as they use 
maps to find treasure. 
 
You may want to read a 
story about pirates like 
“The Night Pirates” by 
Peter Harris  

 
You can hear this story by 
following this link: 
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=KnVP6iBAvHg 
Can you draw a pirates 
map and mark on the 
treasure? You may want to 
stain it with a tea bag to 
make it look really old. 
You may want to write a 
few sentences or a short 
story about your map. 

 

 
Revise coins, what are they 
worth. Try and look at some. 
Do coin rubbings and learn 
the value of each coin. 
 
This song may help: 
 

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=dFzAU3u06Ps 
 
 
 
 
Use the role play idea of a 
farm shop or a vets if you 
wish or set up a shop of 
some sort to practice using 
money. Adding two amounts 
together to find a total and 
then giving change. 
 
Try to record calculations, 
practising writing digits 
correctly. 
 
Extension: Subtraction 
calculations form 10 and 20 
giving change. 
 
 

 
 

1.  
 
 
 
 

Talk about all the 
things you do in the 
day every day. For 
example, you get up, 
have breakfast, do an 
activity etc 
I know our days are a 
bit different but think 
about a day with 
routine. Can you talk 
about the order of the 
day? What comes 
first? Try to talk using 
everyday language 
related to time. 
 
Think about how long 
a minute is. What do 
you think you could do 
in a minute? Estimate 
how many star jumps 
could you do then use 
a timer on a phone to 
time a minute and 
count your star jumps. 
Are you surprised by 
how many you did? 
Was your estimate 
correct? Try with 
other activities and 
times. 
 
Phonics 
Try to take one sound 
from set 2 sounds such 
as oo or ar or ir and 
write a list of real 
words and alien 
words. Pretend you 
are a pirate and keep 
the real words in one 
pile as treasure but 
put the alien words in 
another pile to bury! 
 

Can you find out 
about spiders 
webs? Look at their 
patterns and 
designs.  
 
If you want to see a 
real web, you have 
to go out very early 
in the morning. Be 
careful not to touch 
it as they are very 
beautifully made 
and very delicate. 
 
See if you can draw 
a spider web or 
make a spiders web 
using string and 
sticks to weave. 
 

 
 

 

Comparing own 
locality with 
another, finding 
similarities and 
differences. 
 
Can you find a map 
or a globe?  
 

 
 
You may have one 
in your house. Can 
you find a country 
on the map that 
you would like to 
find out about? 
Can you find out 
some facts about 
that country and 
record the facts as 
sentences or make 
a simple power 
point on the 
computer about 
the country. You 
may just want to 
find out 3 things. 
For example, what 
is the weather like? 
What would an 
average day look 
like for a child my 
age in that 
country? What 
animals live in that 
country?  
 

Use string or wool to 
make a spiders web 
in your room. See if 
you can crawl in and 
out of the spiders 
web without 
touching the string. 
 

 
 
 
You may have to get 
down low and jump 
up high. Count how 
many times you 
touch the string. You 
have to do that 
many star jumps at 
the end! 

If pirates were 
being honest, 
they would 
admit they like 
treasure. 
We have 
treasure right 
under our 
noses. It is the 
people we live 
with and the 
people we love. 
Can you draw a 
picture of 
someone in 
your family and 
say or write all 
the things you 
love about 
them? For 
example you 
could draw your 
mum and say 
why she is 
precious like 
treasure to you. 
It would 
probably make 
her very happy. 

Focus on story 
of Noah’s Ark 
from the Bible. 
 
Think of all the 
animals that 
were inside 
the Ark. You 
might like to 
draw the 
animals in 
pairs and 
count how 
many you have 
altogether. 
 
In the story 
Christians 
believe that 
God kept Noah 
and his family 
safe.  
 
Do you have a 
special “safe” 
place in your 
house where 
you like to go 
and think or 
play? 
 
You might like 
to draw the 
special place 
and think 
about what 
you would 
take from your 
house if you 
went on a 
journey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnVP6iBAvHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnVP6iBAvHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFzAU3u06Ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFzAU3u06Ps
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Look again at the story 
“The Bad Tempered 
Ladybird” by Eric Carle 
 

 
 
Follow minibeast 
patterns. Use spirals, 
stripes and wiggly lines 
and spots to do 
handwriting practice 
and to improve pencil 
control. You could draw 
the mini beasts first and 
then fill them with 
patterns.You may want 
to draw one minibeast 
and then swop the 
patterns. 
 
Can you make up your 
own creature by mixing 
features from different 
animals or minibeasts? 
Think about how many 
legs and eyes it will 
have, whether it is 
friendly or not, if it has 
claws or antennae, 
what it eats etc. Once 
you have drawn and 
labelled your creature, 
you may want to write 
a fact page for it and 
give it a name!  
 

Telling the time look at the 
story of “The Bad Tempered 
Ladybird” 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pmmdCoKZJaI 
 
Have a look around the 
house and try to find as 
many clocks, watches and 
devices that show the time. 
Can you count how many 
you have? 
 
Think of the clock as a whole. 
Look at the big hand and the 
small hand. Talk about 
o’clock and practice telling 
the time, for example 10 
o’clock, where is the big 
hand? Where is the small 
hand? 
  If you want some simple 
templates, you could use 
these but only go onto half 
past if your child is ready. 
 
There are some resources on 
Twinkl linked with this book 
if you can access them.  
 
O'Clock and Half Past - 
Telling Time Worksheets - 
KS1 - Twinkl 

www.twinkl.co.uk › ... › 
O'clock and Half Past 
 
If not, just try drawing clocks 
it is good practice for the 
children writing their 
numbers. They could even 
make their own paper plate 
clock. 

 

Sometimes we do 
get cross and lose 
our temper like the 
bad tempered lady 
bird. Can you think 
of some ways you 
can be kind to those 
around you today? 
 
Think of three 
things you could do 
or say to cheer up 
someone in your 
house. 
 
After reading the 
story. Think about 
the different animal 
sounds the animals 
in the story might 
make. Can you 
make those sounds? 
 
Phonics: Practice 
writing red tricky 
words to see if you 
spell them correctly. 

See if you can find a 
candle in your 
house.  
 
Try to do a wax 
resist painting of 
one of the animals I 
the story like to 
snake. Draw the 
snake and then use 
the candle to make 
a pattern on the 
snake. Paint over 
the whole snake 
and see where the 
wax is, the paint 
won’t go on that 
part. 

 

Find out about one 
of the animals in 
the story “The Bad 
Tempered 
ladybird.” You may 
choose the snake, 
the hyena, the 
rhinoceros. Where 
do they live? What 
do they need in 
their habitat to 
survive? What 
weather do they 
like? What do they 
like to eat? 
 
 
Why are these 
animals different 
to the minibeasts 
we looked at in 
previous weeks? 
 

Watch Joe Wicks 
workout. You can 
find him on You Tube 
and can watch it live 
or find an older one. 
 
https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=QPX
QcCyRFt0 
 
 
See if you can find 
Joe Wicks spiderman 
move and copy it.  

How can we 
care for 
creatures and 
care for our 
world as well as 
caring for each 
other? 
 
We all lose our 
temper 
sometimes like 
the ladybird. 
What could we 
do to stop 
ourselves losing 
our temper? 
What should we 
do if we have 
lost our 
temper? 
Remember our 
value is 
honesty! 

Focus on the 
story from 
the New 
Testament of 
Feeding the 
5000. 
 
Christians 
believe God 
provides in 
every 
situation.  
How does 
the story 
show God 
provides? 
 
Can you 
make a 
sandwich 
and act out 
the story?  
 
Maybe you 
could make a 
picnic lunch 
and eat it 
somewhere 
different in 
the house 
(ask first!) 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmmdCoKZJaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmmdCoKZJaI
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-n-2544952-oclock-and-half-past-activity-sheets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPXQcCyRFt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPXQcCyRFt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPXQcCyRFt0

