Term 2 2019-2020

We always enjoy our Christmas celebrations, as the children sing and perform so beautifully.
Before the end of term we still have the Christmas lunch and Christmas parties arranged which I’m
sure will be full of festive spirit. An incredibly busy term has been packed and this has been noted
by various visitors who have been very impressed with our children.
This term our Church Schools Committee has updated the vision for St Matthew’s. We
have shared this with the children in worship and will be revisiting it regularly over the
coming months so it becomes embedded.
At St Matthew’s we believe that each of us is made in the image of God. God loves
each and every one of us. We value every member of our community, and support
them to do their best. “See how very much our father loves us, for he calls us his
children, and that is what we are!” (1 John 3 v1, New Living Translation)
Hey Ewe
We’ve all enjoyed watching the Reception children perform in their first nativity
at St Matthew’s. They did so well, singing, dancing, playing instruments and
acting. All the costumes looked fabulous on the stage and the children managed
to play their parts with such confidence. Thank you to everyone who helped
with providing costumes, and to all the staff who made the nativity a success.
Carol Service
We have been so impressed with the children’s singing and have enjoyed
listening to our choir and orchestra perform so confidently. Mr Smith has
added a new dimension with the playing of the organ in church. Thank you to
St Matthew’s church for welcoming us and providing all the ‘behind the
scenes’ back up to make the service run smoothly. This year, we are collecting
for NSPCC, who will be coming into school in the New Year to run assemblies
and workshops.
Nativity
KS1 performed ‘A King was Born’ to parents last week. According to
one year 2 child, their mum told them they had done ‘a good job’.
We couldn’t agree more! The singing, acting and performing was
first class and we really enjoyed watching it as much as the children
enjoyed participating.
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Sporting News
Indoor Athletics
Huge congratulations to the Year 5/6 athletics team that were confirmed
champions at the inter schools festival. All the children performed amazingly
well and the team beat 2nd place by 38 points. We are now off to the Kent
finals in February for the 2nd year running. Well done guys you were all
amazing.

Basketball:
Another great afternoon of sport with the Year 5/6 basketball team taking part
in the Tunbridge Wells inter schools festival. The whole team were amazing and
they won all their games convincingly except for one. This meant they narrowly
missed out on the semi finals by 1 point. Well done to the girls basketball team
who played in the girls only festival. They all played brilliantly winning 5 out of
their 6 games. The team had to be girls from years 3-6; Sally and Cally from year
4 held their own against giant year 6 girls, even scoring baskets.

Cross Country:
On Wednesday 13th November eleven children took part in the cross country races at Mascalls School. All the children ran
superbly well but there was one outstanding performance from Charlie in the Year 5/6 boys race. He
managed to finish in 3rd place winning St Matthew’s first ever boys medal in cross country which is a
truly great achievement. There was also other brilliant performances from Florence in the Year 3/4
girls race where she finished in 7th place and Annalys & Amelia who finished in 12th & 18th place.

Football:
The girls had their first match of the season against Paddock Wood Primary.
The team consisted of Anais, Jess, Amelia, Abbie, Martha, Florence, Keeley &
Annalys. It was a really exciting game and St Matthew’s had several shots at goal. Having gone 1
-0 down in the second half the girls battled back and Keeley scored a brilliant goal, making the
final score 1-1. The whole team have improved so much since last year and I was really proud of
how well they all played. The boys had football against Bishop’s Down School, drawing 1-1. This
was by far their best game of the season so far and every player gave 100% effort. Harrison
managed to score our goal and there was a spectacular performance from Aidan who offered to play in
goal to replace our normal keeper who was ill. He made some incredible saves and was without doubt
the player of the match.

Festival
We had a fantastic time at the Active 30 festival on 20th November at Mascalls School. The
children took part in different sports and activities with the aim of getting them to fall in love with sport
and maybe join clubs outside of school. The whole afternoon was non-competitive and was just a bit
of fun for the children. The festival concentrated on alternative activities to inspire and engage
children to reach their Active 30 minutes (in school and after) so they achieve the
60 minutes recommended by the Government. The
children did yoga, Archery, team building games,
badminton and cricket. They were awarded stickers for
self belief & there was lots of laughter and fun.
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Christmas Fayre
Our PTA worked extremely hard to put
on a fabulous Christmas Fayre which
raised over £2000 for the school. There
was a lovely performance from the

Charity

choir, a range of tombolas , raffles and
games to play. We saw lots of people
enjoying the refreshments and some
fantastic creations on the craft stalls.

Thank you for all your generosity towards our charity
events this term:
Our year 6 House Captains and prefects sold poppies
and other items to raise money for the Royal British

Thank you to everyone who helped

Legion.

raise a fantastic amount for the

After each of our nativity performances and the

school. The money is going

Carol Service, we have taken a collection for the

towards the refurbishment of

NSPCC. We have raised £366.66, which will be

our ICT suite. The money raised
at the Christmas fayre will pay
for an interactive whiteboard to
be bought and installed.

Staff Changes

gratefully received when the NSPCC come in next
term.
School

council

representatives

organised

our

‘Children in Need’ event. Children wore interesting
headgear for a donation and a winner was chosen
from each class.

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Davies who has
been teaching at the school for 10 years. She is

Parent Consultations

leaving for a full-time position closer to home and

Thank you to all those who came to Parent Consultations

we will miss her. Mrs Jan Aspinall will be teaching

in November. It was great to hear the children explaining

in kookaburras alongside Mrs Crabb. Mrs White is

their learning. The feedback was very positive and we will

also leaving, having first come as a parent helper

hold our next consultations in the Summer Term.

and then moving on to gain her HLTA certificate.
Again we will greatly miss her.
We are looking forward to new additions in the
New Year, when Mrs Hibbett, Mrs Phillips and Mrs
Aspinall have their babies. Goslings will be covered
by Mrs Staples & Mrs Bradshaw, Robins by Mrs

London Zoo

Akers & Mrs Falkner, and Mrs Cheesman will be in

Year 4 had a super trip to London Zoo. This was to

Ducklings 4 days a week, with Mrs Dunbar

compliment their learning on Africa. They saw some

covering the fifth day.

truly amazing animals including giraffes, lions,
camels and tigers. They also had workshops to learn

Reception visited St
Matthew’s Church for
Christingle.

about the animals and the issues for their survival. It
was a very cold day but this didn’t stop the children
really enjoying the experience.
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Dates for your diary:

Attendance

Mon 6th Jan - Term 3 Starts
Wed 29th Jan - 5S Class Worship - 9:05am
Thurs 6th Feb - 4O Class worship - 9:05am
Fri 14th Feb - INSET day
Mon 17th Feb - Fri 21st Feb - Half Term
Mon 24th Feb - INSET
Tues 25th Feb - Term 4 Starts
Wed 26th Feb NSPCC assemblies & workshops
for Yrs 5&6
Thurs 5th March - World Book Day
Wed 18th March - 5D Class worship - 9:05am
Thurs 26th March - 4CH Class worship - 9:05am
Fri 27th March & Mon 30th March Parent Consultations for year R
Tues 31st March - Easter Service at St Matthew’s
Church
Wed 1st April - Term 4 ends
Thurs 16th April - Term 5 starts
Fri 8th May - Bank Holiday
11th May - 14th May KS2 SATs week
Wed 20th May - 3BD Class worship - 9:05am
Fri 22nd May - Term 5 ends
Mon 1st June - INSET
Tues 2nd June - Term 6 Starts
Mon 8th June - Fri 12th June - Year 6 Residential
Mon 8th June & Tues 9th June - Parent Consultations
Wed 22nd July - Term 6 Ends

Pupil attendance is at 94.8% with class 4CH the highest
attenders in KS2 with 96% and Lorikeets, the best attenders in
KS1 with 95.8%.
All the children who have an attendance of at least 97% will
be awarded a green card. We want to reward those children
who do attend school regularly as it is important for their
academic progress.
If your child is unwell, please make sure you let the school
know at the beginning of the day.

Class Worship
This term, Kookaburras and Lorikeets
held class worships. They based their
worships on the Creation story.
Lorikeets have been thinking about
how to look after the planet and we
loved the bags they made

by

upcycling T-shirts. Kookaburras linked in with Children in
Need and spoke about compassion and helping others.

Panto
Year 2 had a lovely time at the Panto in Tunbridge Wells.
They travelled by train and then walked up to the Assembly
Hall to watch the production of Peter Pan. The children
joined in enthusiastically and enjoyed the audience

House Points Winners Term 1:
1st– Brokes
2nd—Powder Mill
3rd—Ridgewaye
4th—Barnett’s
House Points Winners Term 2:
1st– Barnett’s
2nd—Brokes
3rd—Powder Mill
4th—Ridgewaye

participation.

Helicopter Stories
Isla Hill held the last of the workshops as part of the helicopter
stories project. The Reception children learnt a poem about the
Autumn leaves falling. They shared books with their
grandparents and had the chance to act out their stories on the
big stage.

What another fantastic term. I love watching all the performances at this time of the year. I am
always so impressed with the standard of the singing and I feel so proud of the way the children
perform with confidence. The children have been working hard all term and I have seen some super
work and am always pleased to be able to give out Headteacher awards.
Mrs Hayward
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