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Term 6 2018-19 

As always, the Summer Term is jam-packed with events, activities and excitement. We have welcomed 

parents at sports days, class worships, the Summer Fayre,  to a story-telling festival, the music concert, 

the Yr 6 production and to meetings for those who have children about to join the St Matthew’s 

community and for those in Yr 5 who are beginning to look at their next schools! On top of that, we have 

all the learning and fun that the children have been up to every  day. So please read on and find out 

everything we’ve been up to in this busy term! 

Music Concert 

Once again we thoroughly enjoyed listening and watching our young musicians perform.  This event gives our 

children the opportunity to share their talents and to develop confidence in front of a live audience. Many children 

gave solo performances ranging from the piano to the harp, guitar and flute. We also had guitar and recorder 

ensembles as well as a couple of duets on the keyboard. Our choir sang a couple of their favourite songs they have 

learnt this year and we had our first performance to parents of the newly formed orchestra. A fabulous occasion  

that is put  together by our amazing music teachers Mrs Brierley, Mrs Morton, Mrs Deacon, Mr Churchward and 

Miss Stinton. Music at St Matthew’s is going from strength to strength. 

Residential 

Year 6  had a wonderful, if a little wet, week in the Mendips on their residential trip. For those who had not 

experienced camping before, it was an opportunity to get to know the importance of selecting the right clothing 

before leaving the tent! As always, the Mendips team organise a great week of activities  even swapping 

canoeing at a moments notice to caving due to the  notice from the river authorities that they were about to 

open the sluice gates due to the rain! The children loved the archery, tobogganing, climbing and abseiling, golf 

frisbee, orienteering and team building activities. Our  muddiest photos came from the assault course and the 

sandiest from the evening trip to the beach.   
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Sporting News 

Rapid Fire Cricket Kent School Games Finals 

On Tuesday 9th July St Matthew’s took part in the Kent School Games for Rapid Fire Cricket at Ashford 

Cricket Club. The team consisted of Alice, Amelia, Jasmine, Freddie, Noah, Marios, Thomas, Barnaby, 

Sudhan & Brandon. There were 11 schools there and each school had to play each other meaning 10 

games of cricket for each school. The children played brilliantly and although they were really tired they still gave 100% 

effort. They managed to win 5 games, draw 1 and lose 4 which gave them 6th place overall. Well done to all the children we 

were really proud of you and the effort you gave.  

 
Tri-Golf Kent School Games Runners Up 
On Tuesday 25th June St Matthew’s won a silver medal at the Tri-Golf Kent School Games Finals 

in Canterbury. The team consisted of Charlie, Joshua, Jaimin, Aidan, Henry, Ateefa, Freya, 

Maddie, Alyssa & Lily and they played exceptionally well. This is a really difficult competition to 

win a medal in so a silver medal is really impressive. The team represented Kent in the Tri 

Counties competition in which they finished 4th, helping Kent to be 

crowned champions. Huge congratulations guys you were amazing.  

 
Infant Agility Kent School Games Champions 
On Thursday 20th June St Matthew’s became Infant Agility Kent School Games champions for the 

3rd year running. The team travelled to Medway Park in Gillingham and consisted of Alice, 

Ruby, Laney, Amelia, Jasmine, Marios, Freddie, Henry, Sonny & Noah and they had to do 6 

different events including chest push, long jump, speed bounce, javelin, shuttle run and skittles. 

The whole team performed incredibly well with Freddie managing an impressive 61 speed bounce 

and Henry achieving 1 meter 55 cm in the long jump. Their overall score was 156 points, 30 points 

more than second place. All the children had spent many lunchtimes practising and it really paid off. What talent! 

  

Pentathlon Champions 

On Wednesday 19th June St Matthew’s become Champions at the Year 1/2 Pentathlon for 

the third time. The team consisted of Megan B, Megan W, Eva, Grace, Naomi, Lois, Zak, 

Caleb, Theo, Reggie, Marios, Freddie, Henry, Sonny, Daniel, Alice, Ruby, Laney, Amelia S & 

Jasmine and it was the first time the Year 1’s had represented the school. All the children 

performed so well particularly Naomi, Zak, Louis, Daniel, Sonny, Alice, Henry & Freddie who 

all achieved level 5 in their events which is the highest possible standard. Well done to the whole team you made us very 

proud.  

 

Gymnastics 
On Tuesday 18th June the St Matthew’s Year 4 & 6 gymnastics team took part in the Kent School 

Games Finals in Maidstone. The Year 4 team consisted of Rosie, Madison, Lena 

& Charlie and the Year 6 team consisted of Olivia, Demi, Daisy & Joe. All the 

children performed really well, scoring really high marks in the three disciplines. 

The Year 4’s won a silver medal scoring 76.6, only 0.1 points behind first place. 

the Year 6’s won a bronze medal scoring 77.6 points. This is a huge achievement 

as there are so many talented gymnasts in the county.  

 
 
Tri-Counties Sportshall Athletics 
 
Year 5/6 sportshall athletics team went to Canterbury to represent Kent in the Tri-counties 

competition. They came 2nd in the competition, helping Kent to win against Surrey and 

Sussex. Well done Guys! 
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Dodgeball Tournament 
 

On Monday 17th June St Matthew’s took 3 mixed  made up from children in years 4,5 and 6 to the 

inter school dodge ball tournament at Hayesbrook School. This was the first time we had taken 

part in this sport and all the children played so well. The A team consisted of Petch, Charlie, Erin, 

Ateefa, Theo & Joe and they won all 6 of their group games & then 

progressed to the next round where they also won 4 more games. The 

B team consisted of Harrison, Olivia, Harry, Annalys, Jaimin & Nikki and 

they won all their 6 group games progressing to the next round where they won 3 out of 4 

games only losing one against our A team. The C team consisted of Aiden, Joshua, Demi, Lucy, 

Tinashe & Henry and they won 3 games, drew 2 and lost 1 in the 

group games and then won 2, lost 2 in the next round.  

 
 Tag Rugby Tournament 

On Wednesday 12th June St Matthew’s took two teams to the 

Tag Rugby Festival at Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club. Yet again the 

weather was absolutely horrendous with lashing rain and it made 

it really difficult for the children to play. The A team consisted of 

Theo, Jake, Nikki, Humairaa, Abbie, Freddie, Jonathan & Lucy and they played really well 

winning 3 games and losing 2. The B team consisted of Harvey, Ganeshai, Annalys, Jessica, 

David, Keeley, Henry & Aysha and they won 2 games, lost 1 and drew 1. Well done to all the 

children who persevered through terrible conditions.  

 

A massive Thank You and Congratulations must go to Mrs Hookway  for all her coaching, training, teaching and 

supporting of sport at St Matthew’s.  Again we have represented Tunbridge Wells in the Kent Games Finals in a 

variety of sports and been crowned Champions at  Infant Agility and Year 5/6 Sportshall Athletics.  

Sports Day 

All the children had the chance to compete for their house in our sports days. KS1 and EYFS wore 

themselves out running and throwing in a variety of events. I particularly enjoyed watching them fill 

their cups with water to fill the bucket. We had a super set of year 4 and 5 children who spent the 

morning encouraging the younger children  and counting all their points to make the whole event go 

smoothly. The next day they were on show themselves when the level of competition ramped up with 

cheering and screaming accompanying all events. Old favourites of tunnelball and obstacle courses 

were there as well as watching some extremely fast runners in the relay teams. We 

finished with the annual yr 6 race, and Mrs Howden was delighted to see 6H win the 

prize! 

Our winning houses were Barnett’s on Tuesday 

and Brokes on Wednesday. 
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SATs Results 

Over the year, the children and teachers have 

worked hard towards SATs. It’s always an anxious 

wait but we are pleased that the results reflect the 

effort put in by everyone. 

EYFS—GLD 75% 

Phonics Yr 1: 81% pass 

KS1—Reading 70%, Writing 70%, Maths 70% 

 Combined 70% 

KS2—Reading 79%, Writing 79%, GPS 83%  

 Maths 85%,   Combined 66% 

          Our KS2 results are compared to National 

Results and we are delighted to announce 

that we beat National in all subjects including 

combined.  

Worship 

Kiwi Class told us all about their learning based 

on The Green Ship especially their work on 

Ancient Egypt. This photos shows us exploring 

how the Ancient Egyptians invented a shadoof to lift water out of 

the River Nile to water their crops.  3P have also impressed their 

parents with their class worship. We were particularly impressed 

with the number of children who performed a musical piece. We 

decided not to mess with 4CD, when they showed us how they 

could get into Roman formations with their shields in their class 

worship. To complete our year, Reception held theirs this week, 

and parents were able to see what they’ve learnt this year. 

Results for Term 6 

1st  - Barnett’s    2nd -Brokes      

3rd –  Ridgewaye      4th - Powdermill 

Overall Results 2018-19 

1st  - Ridgewaye     2nd -  Brokes 

3rd - Barnett’s    4th - Powdermill         

 

 

 

New Classes 

We welcomed our new reception children in for two 

afternoons, so they could have the chance to meet their new 

teachers and see the classrooms. Mrs Aspinall offered  

refreshments for parents while their children had fun with 

the toys, paints, jigsaws, crayons, bikes, sand and much 

much more! 

The rest of the school met their new Teachers and Teaching 

Assistants last week so they could get to know each other. 

 

There will be the opportunity for parents at ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ sessions in September to find out what the children 

will be doing in their new year group and to ask any 

questions you may have. 

Leaver’s Service and Party 

Year 6 are having their end of year Leaver’s service 

in the church on Monday and their party on Friday 

afternoon. They have been a wonderful year group, 

many of whom have been with us since Reception. It 

is always sad to see them go, but 

we know they will make the most 

of the opportunities in their new 

secondary schools. 

House Captains 

Year 5 have voted for House Captains and 

Prefects for next year.  

They will receive their badges next term, but 

carry out their first duty by presenting  ties to  

year 2.  
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Swattenden 

For the first time, year 5 went on a residential. An 

amazing one night stay at Swattenden Activity Centre 

with the opportunity to participate in high ropes, 

assault course, raft building, archery and a flagraiders 

game in the evening. The weather was lovely and they 

all enjoyed their first taste of an overnight adventure 

with school. 

Hatching eggs 

Year 1 have been very eggcited! to see 

their eggs hatch into little ducklings 

and chicks. They have carefully looked 

after the eggs and then made sure the 

ducklings and chicks have been fed 

and watered and kept warm. 

Book Launch 

This year, St Matthew’s had the opportunity to participate 

in a scheme run by the National Literacy Trust in 

partnership with the Royal Victoria Centre. Year 4 and 5 

were invited to take part and over the year, there has 

been 3 book launches where the children have chosen a 

new book each to have and take home. This time the 

children travelled to the RVP, where they took part in a 

storytelling activity, created lego models and tried out 

some of the products in Lush, as well as choosing their 

new book. 

 

Upcycling 

In collaboration with Life and Soul, a local charity, and 

St Matthew’s Church, Year 5 upcycled clothes to 

create their own new fashion items. The evening at 

the church raised vital funds for Life and Soul who 

have supported the school by running workshops, 

intervention groups and assemblies for the school. 

Summer Fayre 

Once again, the St Matthew’s Community came 

together to hold a very successful Summer Fayre. 

Congratulations to the PTA, for whom this was their 

first Summer Fayre to organise. They raised the 

amazing amount of just over £3000, which is 

fantastic. There was great fun to be had by all on the 

inflatables, tombolas, raffles, football scoring, 

crockery smashing as well as lovely refreshments and 

a very popular barbecue. Thank you to Rebecca, 

Bibette and the PTA team as well as all the parents 

and teachers who helped man the stalls. 

 
Blooming Schools 

Congratulations to Caleb and Darcie who are finalists 

in the Tunbridge Wells in Bloom art competition. We 

won’t know how well the school has done until 

September in the competition but our garden 

certainly looks wonderful. 
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Attendance 

 Attendance this year has been the highest 

it’s been in 3 years at 95.4% overall. 

Persistent absence has reduced over the 

year.  

Our highest attending classes for terms 5 & 6 

are Owls (96.7%) and 3P (95.8%) and for the 

whole year Kookaburras (96.2%) and 4D & 6H 

(96.1%).  

Your support in ensuring your child attends 

school is much appreciated. 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 2nd Sept—INSET 

Tuesday 3rd Sept - INSET 

Wed 4th Sept—Term 1 begins for children 

Friday 18th Oct—Term 1 ends 

Monday 28th Oct—Term 2 starts 

Wednesday 18th Dec—Term 2 ends 

2020 

Monday 6th Jan— Term 3 starts 

Thursday 13th Feb—Term 3 ends 

Friday 14th Feb - INSET 

Monday 24th Feb—INSET 

Tuesday 25th Feb—Term 4 starts 

Wednesday 1st Apr—Term 4 Ends 

Thursday 16th Apr—Term 5 starts 

Friday 8th May—Bank Holiday 

Mon 11th May-Thurs 14th May - KS2 SATs 

Friday 22nd May—Term 5 ends 

Monday 1st June—INSET  

Tuesday 2nd June—Term 6 Starts 

Staff News 

Sadly we have to say goodbye to some members of staff this year.  

Mrs Prideaux is expecting her first baby at the end of August and 

we are all very excited for her. 

Mrs Ross is retiring and has planned some exciting adventures to 

keep her busy. Both Mrs Millers are leaving! Miss Shears (Mrs 

Miller) is moving to Brenchley School where her daughter is about 

to start pre-school. Our other Mrs Miller is also retiring but judging 

by some wonderful paintings we have seen of hers, I suspect she 

will have her hands full with commissions! Mrs Cawfield has 

bravely decided that it is time to pursue a new career, and we are 

going to find it hard to replace her. She has worked primarily with 

the upper KS2 children and has been instrumental in supporting 

them successfully through SATs, as well as coaching the netball 

team  

We wish all of them the very best and we will keep in touch to hear 

what they are up to. 

At the end of another busy, but very productive year, the children and staff can look back on all they have 

achieved with pride. It is wonderful to see them mature over the year, and we wish all those off to pastures 

new every success in the future. We look forward to seeing them back to tell us of their adventures. 

Meanwhile we can’t wait for a new year to start and wish you all a very restful and relaxing summer.  

Mrs Hayward. 

Year 6 Production—Wind in the Willows 

An amazing production by Year 6, telling the story of Toad, Mole, 

Ratty and Badger. The costumes and face paints looked fabulous, 

the singing was spectacular, the scenery and props were incredible 

and the acting was fantastic. All audiences have enjoyed the show 

and congratulations must go to Year 6 and the teaching team for all 

their hard effort into making this successful yet again. 

They can be very proud of their performances and will be able to 

take very fond memories to their Secondary Schools. 
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Governors’ Blog 
 
 
Hello, we find ourselves at the end of another busy and successful year at St. Matthew’s.  
 
The Governing Body has just conducted our second Governors’ Day, it was very informative, and 
gave us an opportunity to hold discussions with staff and children in the school to establish whether 
developmental actions identified at the beginning of the year are now having a positive impact on 
the children education and the effective running of the school. 
 
The areas that were particularly focussed on included: 
 
Pupil attendance; 
Staff training; 
Staff meetings both TAs and teachers; 
Whole school worship; 
The understanding of the school’s anti bullying policy; 
The well-being of all pupils; and  
Monitoring and analysing progress and attainment data to ensure that all children are achieving 
their best. 
 
Overall there were positive outcomes in all areas, although the school is not complacent and is 
committed to drive forward in its ambition for its pupils. 
 
The children have been particularly successful this year in a number of sports, many not only 
completing on a local level, but in county competitions too. Well done to all the children who 
represented St Matthew’s school and thank you to all the staff that help to make this possible. 
 
Another well done is needed for the Year 6 children and their fantastic teachers for the brilliant KS2 
SATs results this year. The hard work that they all did throughout this year was rewarded with them 
achieving so much. 
 
Finally, the governors would like to express a big thank you, to Mrs Hayward, Mrs Pollard and Mr 
Hardwick for leading the school; all the staff throughout the school for being ambitious for all the 
children; and to all the children for just working hard and doing their best. 
 
THANK YOU AND HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER HOLIDAY. 
 


