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Term 2  2018-2019 

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School   

This term is always busy as the build up to all the Christmas celebrations  starts nice and early. It 

has been great to hear all the singing around the school, and see the happy faces in rehearsals. We 

have a few more celebrations before we break up which we know the children (and staff) will love!  

It’s been lovely to see parents and grandparents in school for our tea parties and Christmas Fayre, 

and we really value your support.  

Reception Nativity. 

What a treat we have had watching and listening to our youngest children 

perform their Nativity story. They have learnt their songs, spoken clearly and 

enjoyed being on stage. We particularly enjoyed watching those sleepy 

shepherds wake up to see baby Jesus in the manger.  

Charity 

Thank you for all your generosity towards our charity events this term:  

As usual, we sold poppies for the Royal British Legion and raised £277.30. 

The Rotary Club asked us to support their Christmas shoe box appeal  and from schools 

in Tunbridge Wells they have made up over 200 boxes to send to children in Eastern Europe. 

Thank you to all who supported. 

Christmas jumpers can be worn on the last Friday of term  for a donation to Save the Children. 

We will also collect for the charity at the end of our Christmas service. 

Carol Service 

KS2 have based their Carol Service on the Greatest Journey. We have singers, 

musicians and actors practising hard and we are looking forward to joining St 

Matthew’s church and being able to perform for parents.  We are collecting for 

‘Save The Children’ at the end of the service. Thank you to all the staff and 

children who have worked hard to put this together. 

Infant Nativity 

KS1 performed the Nativity Story to families and friends. The costumes 

looked great (Mrs Hayward was particularly keen on the camels) so a big 

thank you to parents. The children loved singing, acting and playing 

instruments and all their hard work over the last few weeks has paid off. It 

was lovely to hear a couple of traditional Christmas Carols in the 

performance too. 
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Sporting News 

Basketball: 

On Thursday 15th November St Matthew’s took part in the Year 5/6 inter 

schools basketball competition at Skinners Grammar School. The team 

consisted of Erin, Olivia, Lily, Nicola, Petroc, Theo, Joe, Harry & Tinashe. The 

team won all four of their group games winning the first one 22-1, which was 

very impressive. They proceeded to the semi finals and after a really tightly 

fought game they unfortunately lost by 1 point. This put them in the play off for 3rd or 4th position and after a 

great show of strength and skill they won 11-5, giving them 3rd place overall. Well done to all the children, 

your weeks of hard work leading up to the event really paid off.  

Cross Country: 

On Wednesday 7th November St Matthew’s took part in the cross country league race at 

Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club. The weather was absolutely horrendous with the heaviest rain 

seen in a long time. The children however battled through the conditions and produced some 

brilliant performances. There was an exceptional run from Joe and Jake who showed real 

strength and determination in the Year 5/6 boys race. Well 

done to all the children though for being brave enough 

to tackle the horrendous conditions.  

The next event was at Mascalls School. Yet again the children produced some 

brilliant results and their hard work and training is definitely paying off. The 

stand out performances came from Evie who finished 10th in the Year 3/4 Girls 

race, Charlie who finished 10th in the Year 3/4 Boys race and Joe who finished 

12th in the Year 5/6 Boys race. Well done to all the runners you did yourselves 

and St Matthew’s proud.  

 

Netball: 

On Tuesday 13th November the Girls netball league started and St 

Matthew’s had 3 games to play at Skinners Kent Academy. The team 

consisted of Florence, Olivia, Demi, Nicola, Emily, Becca, Lottie & 

Rebecca and they got off to a great start winning 2 out of the 3 games, 

beating Langton 4-1 and St Mark’s 2-0.  
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Festival: 

On Thursday 22nd November 9 children from St Matthew’s went to the 

Active 30 festival at Putlands Sports Centre in Paddock Wood. The 

children took part in different sports and activities with the aim of getting 

them to fall in love with sport and maybe join clubs outside of school. The 

whole afternoon was non-competitive and was just a bit of fun for the 

children. The festival concentrated on alternative activities to inspire and 

engage children to reach their Active 30 minutes (in school and after) so they 

achieve the 60 minutes recommended by the Government. Callum, Kiyan, Zak, Nasi, Alyssa, Tori, Lily, Millie & 

Maddie had a fantastic time doing Yoga, Fire fighters keep fit sessions, making smoothies on the smoothie bike and 

lots of running games with Sport England. It was a lovely afternoon and Callum said it was “the best day of his 

life”!!  

 

Athletics: 

On Tuesday 4th December St Matthew’s became champions at 

the Year 5/6 sportshall athletics festival at the Angel Centre in 

Tonbridge. The team consisted of Humairaa, Lily, Demi, Nikola, 

Ella, Olivia, Aysha, Abbie, Nikki, Henry, Tinashe, Dominic, 

Petroc, Jake, Joe, Joshua and Theo. This was without doubt 

the most talented team St Matthew’s have ever had and each 

and every child produced amazing performances. To name a 

few outstanding athletes, Henry jumped 2 metres 30cm in the long jump and an incredible 6 metres 50 cm in the 

triple Jump. Lily and Humairaa jumped 2 metres 18cm & 2 metres 22cm and Dominic achieved 2 metres for the 

first time. Petroc and Theo were incredible in the chest push throwing 8 meters 75cm & 8 meters 25cm. The team 

finished in first place with a huge score of 735 points, 10 points in front of 2nd. The children now progress to Kent 

School Games Finals in Gillingham on 5th February and we are so excited to see if they can improve their already 

amazing performances. Well done to all the team you were amazing.  

Baskets and Planters 

Thank you to Tracey Walker who has 

improved our school by planting the 

hanging baskets and the planters. It’s 

lovely to see a bit of colour as we enter 

the school. 

 

Remembrance Day 

To mark the centenary of the end of World War 1, the 

children made poppies from plastic bottles. We tied 

them to the school fence to make a striking display.   
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Christmas Fayre 

Our new PTA, worked really hard to put on 

their first Christmas Fayre. It was great to see 

so many people there and holding it on a Friday 

after school meant so many more staff were 

able to join in with the fun. Overall they raised 

over £2500 which will be going towards buying 

some new computing hardware to support the 

children’s learning.  

Father Christmas’ grotto 

was magical and children’s 

faces lit up when they 

entered. On offer were lots 

of fun games and stalls as well as drinks and 

cakes to buy. Visitors enjoyed being welcomed 

by the choir as they entered. 

 

 
Reception Trip to Bore Place Farm 

There was great excitement for the reception children's 

school trip to Bore Place Farm. The children loved seeing 

the working farm and how dairy products are made from 

milk. 

We went exploring the farm and discovered the vegetable 

garden. Here we picked our own leeks which we then used 

to make leek and cheese muffins. They were delicious. 

 

Parent Consultations  
and Book Fair 

 
We were so pleased to see so many parents 

at consultations. Thank you to everyone who 

was patient with the new booking system. 

We passed on all your comments to Squid, 

who were trialling it with us this year. The 

children spoke fantastically about their work 

and showed great pride in their 

achievements. 

In the same week we had the book fair which 

raised £745. Scholastic then give us a % to 

spend on books from their catalogue to keep 

our library stocked. 

Grandparent’s Tea Party 

We were so pleased to welcome Reception and 

Year 1 grandparents to our helicopter stories tea 

party this  term. Isla, who is leading this initiative, 

told and shared stories with grandparents. Thank 

you to all those who came as we know many 

grandparents travelled from miles away to be with 

the children.  

Staff Changes 

After a long time working at St Matthew’s, we are sadly saying goodbye to Mrs Pallot. She has 

been travelling from Folkestone to school and has decided that she needs to work closer to home. 

We want to thank her, particularly for the enthusiasm she has shown to music over the years. 
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Class Worship 

In Kookaburras we love performing! We have covered so much 

already this year through our Power of Reading book, ‘The 

Lonely Beast’ that we were desperate to share with everyone. 

During our Class Worship we shared our Lonely Beast stories, 

our clay beasts, our maps of the school, our jellyfish poems and 

a great deal more!  

6H also led worship and they linked the work from their book 

about someone deciding whether to stay or move to a new 

country to their own experience. It was amazing to see how 

many nationalities there are represented in our family 

backgrounds. 

Attendance 

Pupil attendance is at 95.6% with class 5S the highest 

attenders in KS2 with 96.7% and with Kookaburras and 

Lorikeets joint KS1 highest attenders on 95.6% so far this 

year. 

We monitor attendance carefully and ask you to let us know 

if your child is unwell enough to attend.  

Dates for your diary: 

Thurs & Fri 3rd &4th Jan - INSET Days 

Mon 7th Jan—Term 3 starts 

Wed 30th Jan—5TWP class worship 

Tues 5th Feb—Safer Internet Day 

Thurs 11th Jan - Helicopter at Home Storytelling 

session for Rec and Year 1 Parents 

Tues 12th Feb —Robins class worship 

Monday 18th Feb—Friday 22nd  Feb—Half Term 

Mon 25th Feb - INSET day 

Tues 26th Feb - Term 4 Starts 

Wed 27th Feb - Story Sack Making Workshop for 

parents (Rec & Yr 1)- 1pm 

Fri 1st March—Secondary School Offer Day 

Thurs 7th March—World Book Day 

Fri 8th March - Story Sack Making Workshop for 

parents (Rec & Yr 1)- 1pm 

Fri 15th March—Owls class worship 

Tues 19th Mar & Thurs 21st Mar—Reception 

parent consultations 

Tues 26th Mar - 5S class worship 

Tues 2nd Apr—Easter Service at St Matthews 

church 

Thurs 4th Apr—Reports sent home 

Fri 5th Apr—End of term 

 

As we near the end of the autumn term, the school has gone all out to embrace the Christmas spirit in its truest form. 
From the successful Christmas Fayre, to nativity plays and rehearsals for next week’s Carol Concerts, the children have 
sparkled brightly. The feedback from parents has been truly fantastic and, as always, much appreciated. 

I would also like to thank staff for the amazing job they do. I am extremely fortunate to work alongside such a 
hardworking, dedicated team. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all they do and the work they put 
into making this school special. I know that you appreciate it as much as I do! Have a very Merry Christmas. 

Mrs Hayward 

Online Safety 

With Christmas coming up some children will be getting new 

phones. A great feature on YouTube is the take a break re-

minder (only on phones).  

https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/9012523 

Advice from UK Safer Internet Centre on gaming is to Consider 

whether your child is mature enough to join an online com-

munity, and whether the games they are playing are appropri-

ate. For more advice on this visit   

www.pegi.info or www.askaboutgames.com.  

House Points Winners Term 1: 
1st– Ridgewaye 

2nd—Brokes  
3rd—Barnett’s 

4th—Powder Mill 

Lockdown 

As with all schools across the country, St Matthew’s have to 

have a lockdown procedure. We had a practice of this this 

term, and the children were fantastic.   

House Points Winners Term 2: 
1st– Barnett’s 

2nd—Ridgewaye 
3rd—Brokes 

4th—Powder Mill 

http://www.pegi.info/
http://www.askaboutgames.com/
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Governors Blog 
 
 
Hello as you can imagine the school, staff and children are very busy at this time of year with nativities, Carol 

services and parties - a really exhausting and exciting time for all.  

 

Since September, the school has also been working hard developing and broadening the curriculum and ex-

periences for all the children at St Matthew’s, teaching skills that will help them throughout their school ca-

reer and beyond into adulthood. In November, the Governing Board  spent a whole day in St Matthew’s to 

monitor the progress of the school against its development plans for 2018/19. In addition we looked at 

maths, early years, anti-bullying, data, attendance, well-being as well as talking to the children how they felt 

about their school. We hold two of these monitoring days twice a year, the next one will be in July, and these 

inform us about progress and allows us to ask informed questions at our meetings with the Senior Leadership 

Team throughout the year. 

 

The Governing Board also has development areas to improve our skills and effectiveness and this year we 

have all completed a personal self-evaluation to discover any training needs and then we all have a commit-

ment to access and complete training by the end of the school year. 

 

Finally I would like to wish the staff, you, and your lovely children a very Merry Christmas. 


