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Term 6 2017-18 

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School   

It’s rather a long newsletter this term! We have been blessed with super weather this term and this has 

led to us being out and about enjoying the outdoors on school trips. At the end of the year, we have 

plenty to celebrate in sports days, concerts and productions. Our children are fantastic, enthusiastically 

embracing all opportunities for learning and we couldn’t be more proud of them, never more so than 

when we had our unexpected Ofsted visit in the last week of term! 

Music Concert 

Our annual music concert earlier this month was a huge success. It really gave our children the opportunity to 

share their talents and develop the confidence to perform live to an audience. The programme was varied. Many 

children gave solo performances ranging from the piano to the harp, guitar and voice. We also had group 

performances from our violin and guitar ensembles as well as many duets and trios. The choir sang beautifully 

and performed their ‘highly commended’ finalist entry in the Kent Messenger choir competition. Overall it was a 

very enjoyable and well supported occasion. Many thanks to our enthusiastic audience as well as our amazing 

music teachers Mrs Brierley, Mrs Morton, Mrs Pallot, Mr Churchward and Miss Stinton. Music at St Matthew’s is 

going from strength to strength. 

PTA 

It was a beautiful day for a summer Fayre and so many people came out to support the school. A huge 

congratulations go to Toni and Amanda and their army of volunteers who organised and ran such a successful 

event. The own clothes days saw lots of donations and there was plenty on offer to keep everyone entertained. 

We are sad to see Toni and Amanda stepping down from running the PTA, and are hugely grateful for all their 

hard work raising money for the school. The money raised is planned to be used upgrading our computing 

provision by purchasing ipads. We look forward to our new PTA committee, Rebecca Lloyd, Bibette  Thompson 

and Sabrina Bridges planning  events for next year. 
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Sporting News 

Tri Golf Champions 

On Thursday 24th May St Matthew’s became the Tri-Golf Champions for the 2nd year running. The 

team consisted of George, Eryk, Aiden, Harry, A-Jay, Amelia, Leia-Mai, Emma, Willow and Olivia. The 

weather was horrendous with torrential downpours, but the children battled on scoring some great 

points in the 10 disciplines and finished with 164 points, 60 more than 2nd place. The team then went on to represent 

Tunbridge Wells in the Kent Finals in Canterbury. They battled hard and finished in 11th place out of 16 schools. A fantastic 

achievement. 

 
Handball 
On Thursday 7th June St Matthew’s became champions in the first ever Year 3/4 Handball 

tournament at St Gregory’s School. The team consisted of Theo, Oliver, Charlie, Jake, 

Jonathan, Nikki, Matthew, Anais, Abbie and Humairaa and the standard of our play was 

superb. They didn’t lose a single game in the group stages and progressed to the final where 

they played Claremont winning 8-3. There was some amazing play from all the children but 

Theo particularly showed great skill and determination scoring many goals. Well done guys 

we were very proud of you all.  

 
Pentathlon Champions 
On Wednesday 13th June St Matthew’s had a fantastic day of athletics at the Tonbridge 

School with the Year 1/2 team becoming Pentathlon champions. In the morning 25 

children from years 1 & 2 took part in a Pentathlon which included Javelin, Chest push, 

Long jump, 5 strides and 60 meter sprint. Each event has 

standards, level 5 being the best and nearly all of the team achieved a level 5 in their 

respective events and Justin was the only child out of 120 athletes to achieve a level 5 in the 5 

strides, a great achievement. The whole team performed brilliantly finishing first with 152 

points, 10 points more than second place.  

During the afternoon the 3/4 team took part in their pentathlon and it was a really tightly 

fought battle for first place. We were lying in second place, 5 points behind Claremont in the 

last round of the competition and there was great excitement when Abbie, Humairaa, Nikki & Matthew all managed to get 

maximum points in their events meaning we finished 1 point behind Claremont. This was a great achievement but also 

disappointing as it was such a close finish. Well done to the whole team you were amazing.  

 

Handball 

On Thursday 21st June St Matthew’s took part in the Inter Schools Year 5/6 Handball Tournament at 

Hayesbrook School. As handball is one of the children’s favourite sports we took three teams. The A team 

consisted of Luka, Munashe, Kieran, Zach, Felix, Rhianna, Chloe, Erin & Shantaya. The B team consisted of 

Petroc, Harry, Archie, Theo, Tinashe, Frankie, Olivia and Ruby. The C team consisted of George, Ben, 

Henry, Jack, Joe, Lily and Hadia. It was an incredibly hot day but all the teams battled 

on playing superbly well. The A team played incredibly well in the group stages, only 

losing one game. They progressed onto the semi- finals where the score was a draw 

and in extra time they unfortunately lost on a penalty. The B & C teams also played 

really well winning many games and all the children showed great skill and 

determination and they did St Matthew’s proud.  

 

Gymnastics 
On Tuesday 19th June St Matthew’s Year 6 gymnastics team took part in the Kent School Games 

Gymnastics Finals in Maidstone. The team consisted of Jasmine, Sofia, Caoimhe and Zach and 

they performed incredibly well especially in the vault exercise where they all scored 9.7 out of 

10. Their scores gained them second place out of 16 schools and a very well earned silver medal. 

Congratulations on an amazing achievement  
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Double Kent Champions 

On Wednesday 27th June St Matthew’s took three teams to represent 

the Tunbridge Wells area in the Kent School Games Finals in Canterbury. 

In the morning the Year 2 Infant Agility team attempted to regain the 

title we won last year. The team consisted of Justin, Jackson, JJ, Logan, 

Archie, Leah, Sally, Lacey, Freya & Florence and they all gave 100% effort 

and determination winning the competition by 20 points from 16 other 

schools from around Kent. The whole team was incredible but there 

were some outstanding individual performances from JJ who produced 

60 speed bounces and Logan who threw over 15 meters in the javelin. 

This was an amazing achievement but thoroughly deserved as the 

children had trained every lunchtime for 3 months.  

 

We were still on a high when the Year 3/4 competition began in 

the afternoon. The team consisted of Matthew, Nikki, Jake, 

Jonathan, Theo, Freddie, Charlie B, Harvey E, Charlie W, Oliver, 

Harvey S, Harrison, Lilly, Lucy, Alana, Katelyn, Humairaa, Martha, 

Abbie, Keeley, Jessica, Anais, Aysha, Freya and Niamh. The 

competition started off really well with the boys winning the first 

relay. This continued with many of the team winning their field 

events. There were some outstanding performances from Abbie 

and Humairaa who both jumped 9 meters 50cm in the 5 strides, 

Harvey S and Theo in the chest push who threw 7 meters 75cm & 7 

meters 25cm respectively, Alana who jumped 45cm in the vertical 

jump and Charlie W and Freya  who produced 57 & 56 speed bounces. It was a nervous wait for the results but 

there were great scenes of joy when St Matthew’s were crowned Kent Champions for the 2nd year running. 

Well done to each and every one of the team you were all spectacular and did St Matthew’s proud yet again.  

 

A massive Thank You and Congratulations must go to Mrs Hookway  for all her coaching, 

training, teaching and supporting of sport at St Matthew’s. She didn’t think she could top last 

year but again this year we have been crowned double Kent champions.  Our sporting prowess 

was recognised in the Tonbridge and West Kent School Sport Awards, in which Val Hookway 

and Luka Visser were runners-up in PE co-ordinator of the year, and as sportsman of the year.  

Sports Day 

We had a couple of super sports days when all 

the children had the chance to compete in teams 

for their house. It was great to see so many 

parents come to support the children. I’m sure 

you were impressed with the teamwork, speed, 

agility and accuracy on display. Thank you to Mrs 

Hookway for organising the successful events. 
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SATs Results 

Over the year, the children and teachers have 

worked hard towards SATs. It’s always an anxious 

wait but we are pleased that the results reflect the 

effort put in by everyone. 

 

EYFS—GLD 75% 

Phonics Yr 1: 85% pass 

KS1—Reading 74%, Writing 75%, Maths 86% 

 Combined 68% 

KS2—Reading 70%, Writing 76%, GPS 79%  

 Maths 77%,   Combined 59% 

These compare very well to National Results. 

however a full breakdown will be published on the 

school website when a couple of marking queries 

are confirmed. 

Worship 

This term, 3P presented their class worship all about a 

Walk in London. We loved their poem, art work and 

recorder playing.   Also this term, we had Life and Soul, a 

local charity, come in to take whole school worships. 

They are extremely fun and interactive worships 

delivering positive messages based on biblical teachings.  

House Points 

Results for Term 5 

1st  - Ridgewaye       2nd - Brokes  

3rd - Powdermill    4th - Barnett’s         

Results for Term 6 

1st  - Brokes     2nd -Ridgewaye    

3rd – Barnett’s        4th - Powdermill 

Overall Results 2017-18 

1st  - Ridgewaye     2nd -  Brokes 

3rd - Barnett’s    4th - Powdermill         

New Classes 

The children know their new classes for next year and the 

whole school had the opportunity to meet their new 

Teachers and Teaching Assistants this week.  

Year 6 have been to visit their new secondary schools, and 

Year 5 have been on taster days to find out about the 

choices they have to make next year. 

There will be the opportunity for parents at ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ sessions in September to find out what the children 

will be doing in their new year group and to ask any 

questions you may have. 

We also welcomed our new reception children in for two 

afternoons, with Mrs Aspinall offering refreshments for 

parents while their children got to know their teachers and 

classmates. 

Leaver’s Service and Party 

Year 6 are having their end of year Leaver’s service 

in the church on Monday and their party on Friday 

afternoon. They have represented the school really 

well, many of them have excelled in sporting and 

musical  events. They are off to a wide number of 

secondary schools and we wish them all the best in 

the future and look forward to hearing how they are 

doing. 

Good Luck to all of you. 

House Captains 

Year 5 have voted for House Captains and 

Prefects for next year.  

They will receive their badges next term, but 

have already carried out their first duty by 

presenting  ties to  year 2.  



 5 

Trips and Visits 

Providing exciting, direct and relevant learning outside of the classroom is an important part of our school curriculum. Such 

hands-on activities lead to improved outcomes for children, including better achievement, standards, motivation, personal 

development and behaviour. Here is a taste of what we have been up to this term. 

Year 6 spent the week camping in the Mendips, tackling new and exciting challenges such as kayaking, rock climbing, 

abseiling, teamwork activities, orienteering, disc golf, tobogganing, archery as well as  being away from parents, homes and 

technology for 4 nights. The children were fantastic and totally exhausted by the time they got home, (as were the adults!). 

Thank you to Mrs Howden, and the team Mr Vale-Taylor, Miss Osborne, Mrs Cawfield, Mrs Brown, Mrs Pollard, Mrs Aspinall, 

Mr Richardson and Tom Tyler for a fabulous week. 

 

Early Start Club. 
 To help our busy parents from September we are starting at 8am , the 
cost per child is £2.00 per session. 
If it’s only 1 morning or 5 you’re welcome to come and join in with the 

fun. If interested please collect an application form from the office.  

The children have been to Howlett’s, Drusillas, 

Lullingstone Roman Villa, finding dragon’s eggs!, digging 

in the allotments (thanks to those parents who have 

helped tidy them), and been busy at art and sewing club. 
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Attendance 

 Attendance this year has been lower than we 

hoped at 94.6% overall. The good news is 

that attendance in terms 5&6 has been 

better, so let’s hope we all stay healthy for 

next year. 

Our highest attending classes for terms 5 & 6 

is Ducklings (97.2%) and 5W (97%) and for 

the whole year is 4CP (95.8%) 

All those with an attendance of over 97% for 

terms 5 & 6 will be put into the draw for 

vouchers and this will be awarded in the last 

school worship of the year. 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 3rd Sept—INSET 

Tuesday 4th Sept—Term 1 begins for children 

Friday 19th Oct—Term 1 ends 

Monday 29th Oct—Term 2 starts 

Wednesday 19th Dec—Term 2 ends 

2019 

Thursday 3rd Jan— INSET 

Friday 4th Jan—INSET 

Monday 7th Jan– Term 3 starts 

Friday 15th Feb—Term 3 ends 

Monday 25th Feb—INSET 

Tuesday 26th Feb—Term 4 starts 

Friday 5th Apr—Term 4 Ends 

Tuesday 23rd Apr—Term 5 starts 

Monday 6th May—Bank Holiday 

Friday 24th May—Term 5 ends 

Monday 3rd June—INSET  

Tuesday 4th June—Term 6 Starts 

Tuesday 23rd July—Term 6 ends 

Staff News 

We send our congratulations to Miss Williams who is getting 

married in the summer holidays. We hope she has a wonderful day.  

We are excited for Mr Vale-Taylor and Mrs Neighbour, who have 

taken the opportunity to move to Speldhurst for a year’s 

secondment to support Mrs Hayward in the school’s expansion . 

However we will miss them so we will be keeping in close touch! 

We say goodbye to Mrs Askew, who stepped in this year to teach 

year 4. We will continue to see her in school as a supply teacher. 

As we reach the end of a highly successful year, it is amazing to reflect on how much has been achieved by 

the children, staff, parents and governors in just one year. We cover so much because we work together as a 

team and this is one of the greatest strengths of the school. Thursday’s Ofsted inspection was a welcome 

opportunity to celebrate the children’s achievements and we were very proud of the way in which they 

responded. We wish you all a happy and relaxing summer and a well-earned rest.  

Mrs Hayward. 

Year 6 Production—Aladdin Trouble 

It is quite something to get a year group of 86 children organised to 

put on a school production, so huge congratulations go to the Year 

6 team for such a huge success.  We loved the singing, acting, and 

dancing from everyone, showcasing a wide range of talents. The 

audiences have been delighted and have joined in enthusiastically 

with laughter, cheering and booing (but only for the right reasons!) 

The Year 6 should be very proud of their performances and will be 

able to take very fond memories to their Secondary Schools. 


