Term 4 2017-2018

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School
This term we have had snow and sunshine making it quite an interesting time. The field has seen
snowmen as well as PE lessons! It’s fantastic to take part in events such as World Book Day and Sport
Relief which are happening all over the country, as well as participating in local sports tournaments,
maths races and art projects. We are delighted that we have children taking part in such a diverse range
of opportunities.
World Book Day
World Book Day fell on a snow day this year, but this did not stop St Matthew’s
children from celebrating the event albeit a week later. We were particularly
impressed with the range of costumes and those who had made and created their
own. To celebrate, we held an assembly, and had the chance to see all the
children in their costumes. The judges were chosen by the children themselves and it
seemed they favoured the Gansta Grannies, and Burglar Bills to do the job. Each year
group had a winner and you can see in the photograph why they were chosen. It was
lovely to hear the children talking about the books they love and the characters they
admire.

We collected over £200 on World Book Day, which will be spent on books for
classrooms. Lots of you bought books at the school book fair, which has led
Scholastic to give us £310.35 to spend on books for our school library. Some
children helped Mrs Walters choose a selection of books from the catalogues.

Farm
We had a mobile farm visit the school. The children loved seeing all the animals
and the Reception children were very excited to
feed the lambs. Year 2 have been looking at life
cycles of animals in science and found the farm a
huge success. We’ve also had a lamb brought into
school by Oscar’s Mum and Grandad. Year 1 were
lucky enough to feed this new born!
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Sporting News
Athletics
On Tuesday 20th February our Yr 3/4 athletics team became champions in the Inter
Schools Indoor Athletics competition for the second year running. The team
consisted of Abbie, Humairaa, Alana, Charley, Keeley, Annais, Annalys, Aysha,
Martha, Harvey, Theo, Charlie, Nikodem, Oliver, Jonathan, Leon and Jake. The
children had all trained so hard for this competition and it certainly paid off. They
each had to do 2 running relays and 2 jumping or throwing events. There was a
superb performance from Abbie and Humairaa in the 2 x 2 lap relay and the boys team all ran amazingly winning
4 out of the 6 relays. Matthew was incredible in the boys 5 strides recording 9 meters 50cm and Oliver threw a
huge 17 meters 80cm in the javelin. The team managed to amass a total of 442 points, 22 points ahead of
second. Well done to each and every one of the children we are very proud of them as they now progress onto
the Kent School Games Finals in June.
Swimming
During the evening of Wednesday 21st February St Matthew’s took part in the inter
schools swimming gala at Tunbridge Wells pool. The team consisted of Niamh, Marta,
Lily, Sofia, Erin, Becca, Charlie, Finley, Kyle, Matthew, Archie and Ben. There were
stand out performances from Niamh in the Year 6 girls freestyle and Matthew in the
Year 5 boys freestyle as they both finished in 2nd place. All of the children gave 100%
and it was lovely to see them all smiling and feeling super proud of themselves. A big
thank you to Mike Smith who came along to help look after the team.
Cheerleading
On Wednesday 14th March St Matthew’s took part in the first ever
cheerleading competition at Tonbridge School. The team consisted of
Caoimhe, Daisy, Ruby, Zach, Kamila, Frankie, Sophie, Imogen, Shantaya,
Jasmine, Demi, Julia, Bailey, Lily and Sofia and they spent several weeks
choreographing and practising a routine with the help of Mrs Brown and
Mrs Lewis. It was great to see how imaginative the children were and how
skilled the different moves were. The team performed in front of 3
professional judges and against 12 other schools. St Matthew’s scored 174
points out of 200 which we were really pleased with as it was the first time
we had ever attempted the sport. When the children were interviewed
after their performance they said it was the most exciting thing they had
ever done and really hoped that the school could set up an after school cheerleading club. Well done to the
whole team we were very proud of you all
Southern Inter Counties Champions
On Saturday 10th February Luka, Henry, Olivia and Demi were part of the Kent team in the
Southern Inter Counties Indoor Athletics Championships in Guildford. It was a fantastic
competition with some very talented children making up the Kent team. The boys team was
amazing winning the competition overall by 22 points from Berkshire. The girls team finished in 4th
place, only 4 points behind third. St Matthew’s are so proud to have four children who are talented
enough to be selected for a Kent team, it is such a huge achievement, so very well done all of you.
Football
A Year 5 team took part in a competition at St Greg’s to celebrate the opening of their new 3G
pitch. They found it a tough competition, but are determined to keep practising to improve.
Hockey
The Year 5/6 hockey tournament took place at Tonbridge School this week. We entered two teams and they
played brilliantly, winning their matches in the group stage, therefore both teams won their groups and went
through to the quarter-finals. The A team continued the winning run, beating Bidborough and then Pembury to
get through to the final. Fantastic play from everyone meant that at the end of full-time it was 1-1. Extra time
followed with Claremont just claiming the winning goal despite St Matthew’s having most of the play. A-team:
Luka, Ethan, Zach, Kieran, Chloe, Lily, Rhianna, Shantaya B-team: Munashe, Petroc, Archie, Harshal, Erin, Lilly,
Sofia, Sophie. Our best Hockey performance ever! Well done. All of you!
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Attendance

Dates for your diary:
Monday 16th April—Term 5 starts
Thursday 19th April—Residential Meeting 6:30pm
Friday 27th April—Yr5/6 Quiz Night 3:30pm
Saturday 28th April—Adult Quiz Night 7:30pm
Wednesday 2nd May—4CP class worship
Friday 11th May—3BD class worship
Monday 14th May to Thursday 17th May—
KS2 SATs week (Year 6)
Saturday 19th May—PTA circus event
Friday 25th May—4D class worship
Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June—Half Term
Monday 4th June—INSET day
Tuesday 5th June—Term 6 starts—Year 5
Secondary School meeting 6:30pm
Mon 11th June –Fri 15th June—Year 6 residential
Tuesday 12th June—Parent Consultations
Thursday 14th June—Parent Consultations
Mon 18th June—Reception New Entrants Evening
Tuesday 19th June—3P Class worship
Tuesday 19th June—Class Photos
Thurs 21st & Tues 26th June - Reception New
entrants taster afternoon
Tuesday 3rd July—Music Concert 9:15am
Tuesday 10th July—KS1 & EYFS Sports Day 9:30am
Wednesday 11th July—KS2 Sports Day 9:30am
Saturday 14th July—Summer Fayre 12-3pm
Monday 16th —Year 6 Production 2:30 & 6pm
Tuesday 17th —Year 6 Production 6pm
Tie Ceremony for Year 2 2:45pm
Monday 23rd July—Leaver’s Service
Tuesday 24th July—Term Ends

Attendance this term has dropped to 93.1%, which has
pulled down our overall attendance since September to
94.5%. Letters have been sent where we are concerned
about attendance and follow up meetings will take place.
Our highest attending class this term has been Ducklings at
95.2% in the Infants and 4D at 95% in the juniors.
At the end of term 4 we enter all those children who have
had attendance at over 97% into a draw. We are delighted
that Olivia French in 4D was selected at random to win the
vouchers that Mrs Holt left as a prize.

Staff News
We say goodbye to Mrs Rosemary Thirkell this term, who
has been working across the school to support maths. We
wish her and her husband, who is undergoing treatment at
the moment, all the best. Mr Jonny Brennan, is also leaving
St Matthew’s to take up a new position at a school in
Crowborough.
Congratulations go to Mrs Liz White, who has been awarded
her HLTA certificate this term. She is looking forward to
using her qualification across the school to cover classes and
help children’s progress.

PTA
Our lovely PTA have arranged two events this term. The Reception children had a teddy
House Points

Bear’s picnic, and KS1 had a movie night. There were lots of teddy bears that came into

Results for Term 3

school and took part in their very own parade.

1st - Brokes

KS1 came dressed in their cosy pyjamas and settled down to watch a film along with a

2nd - Ridgewaye

packed box of goodies to eat. They were all beautifully behaved and great fun was had

3rd—Barnett’s

by all.

4th—Powdermill
Results for Term 4
1st - Barnett’s
2nd - Ridgewaye

Exciting news is that the very first circus to come to St Matthew’s performing on 19th
May.
Visit https://www.pta-events.co.uk/stmatthewshighbroomspta to purchase your tickets.

3rd—Brokes
4th—Powdermill
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Snow

Worships

The weather has been interesting this

This term, Robins, Owls and 5CD have worked

term! When the snow arrived it caused

hard to create class worships for the school.

the school a few headaches however

Both Robins and Owls, have been looking at

everyone pulled together to keep the

the book ‘The Princess and the White Bear

school open. We had fantastic help from Zoe, Natalie

King’, which has led them onto finding out

and Hailey , who stepped in to provide school lunches

about Shackleton and how he coped in the

one day. The teachers used the opportunity to

cold Antarctic weather. We were very

investigate the properties of snow and the lumps of

impressed with array of work they showed us,

snow could be found in classrooms, with children

art, maths, science, and some absolutely

investigating how insulation affected the rate of

fabulous writing.

melting.

5CD told us all about another explorer,

Of course, the children enjoyed having a play in the

Darwin, and all he discovered on his journey.

snow and the field proved very popular.

They sang us a wonderful song to remind
everyone where he went and what he saw.
Year 5 presenting
their facts about a
country visited by
Darwin.

Community Art Project
Four children from year 5, Matthew, Tabitha, Kyle and Florence, have been attending Holmewood House
School for the Community Art Project since September. An Exhibition was held to celebrate the wonderful art
they have produced. The theme this year was the Stone Age, and they made cave paintings, clay musical
instruments, pots, woven bags and arrows. What a talented bunch!

Year 2 have been learning how to keep
safe when walking to school.

Charity

Maths Race

We raised over £200

A huge well done to these Year 5 and 6 pupils who took

for Sport Relief, by

part in the Maths Race for St Matthew’s. This is the first

coming

time we have entered this competition. They were

to

school

dressed in our favourite sports gear.

competing against 15 schools and they did St Matthew’s
proud! Well done!
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Anti-bullying
Our new anti-bullying policy has been ratified by the governors, after consultation with representatives of the
children, parents and staff. We have worked with a company called Salus, to review our current practices and
from this we have written our new policy. The next step is to ensure that all children are aware of what
bullying is and what to do if they or someone they know is being bullied. Also, we are planning to hold parent
workshops which we hope will be very useful.

I am delighted to be staying on at St Matthew’s for the foreseeable future. It has been
such a privilege to work here and, in coming weeks, I will be looking for opportunities
to meet with parents to get to know you and your aspirations for the school.
Mrs Hayward

Governors Blog

Hello I want to start by thanking all parents that voted in the recent Parent Governor election, we really
appreciated your participation and as you all know it was a close run race. Last week we welcomed Lynn
MacKay to her first Full Governing Body Meeting and over the coming months she will receive a mentor and
induction training.

We have also been busy in ensuring that we secure for the foreseeable future the outstanding leadership
arrangement the school has been benefiting from since September. We are all looking forward to continue
working with Mrs Hayward, Mrs Pollard and Mr Hardwick.

All this and the Governing Body continued to monitor the School’s development and met with the school
leaders holding them to account. We have particularly focused in Term 3 and 4 on the school’s budget,
children’s progress and attendance.

Finally we want to say a big thank you to all the staff, parents and most of all to the children for all your hard
work, in making St Matthew's a great school.

WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY EASTER.
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