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Term 2  2017-2018 

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School   

We have loved all our Christmas celebrations, and the children’s singing, acting and dancing skills 

have been very impressive.  Christmas lunch and Christmas parties are all arranged to complete 

our term in a festive spirit. Looking back, we have  done so much this term, and this has been 

noted by various visitors who have been very complimentary about our children and their 

learning. 

This way to Bethlehem. 

On the 13th December, we had a spectacular performance by Year R. The 

children put on a wonderful show called ' This way to Bethlehem' which was 

about Jesus' birth. What superstars we have in the making! All the children 

looked fantastic in their outfits and delivered an impressive production.  

Thank you to all the staff, children and parents for helping make the afternoon a 

success.  

Watch out West End Productions: Reception is going to be competition for you!   

Charity 

Thank you for all your generosity towards our charity events this term:  

As usual, we sold poppies to raise money for the Royal British Legion. 

By wearing our Christmas Jumpers and collecting donations at the end of the 

Carol Services we have raised over £500 for Save the Children. Collections were taken for Life and Soul, a 

local charity at the Infant Nativities raising £96.10. Also some Year 5 children organised a magic show raising 

nearly £40 for the Red Cross. 

Our school values of Kindness, Responsibility, Respect and Honesty are so evident when we look at the way 

the school community respond to charity requests.  

Carol Service 

KS2 have based their Carol Service on the book, Refuge by Anne Booth. This is 

a beautifully illustrated book that tells of Jesus’ flight into Egypt  from 

Bethlehem. The children have linked this to refugees today and will be raising 

money for ‘Save The Children’. They are fantastic singers, musicians and 

performers and we know everyone will love listening and watching them. 

Nativity 

KS1 performed ‘Shine, Star, Shine’ to parents last week. Thank you 

to all who helped provide costumes as they looked very bright and 

colourful on stage. The children loved singing and acting and we’ve 

discovered quite a few talents in our Year 1 and 2 children. 
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Sporting News 

Basketball: 

On Monday 6th November St Matthew’s took part in the 5/6 Basketball Tournament held 

at Skinners School. The A team consisted of Luka, Munashe, Chloe, Marta, Rhianna, Ethan 

& Zach & the B team consisted of Petroc, Nathanial, Kieran, Sophie, Erin & Lilly. 

There was some superb play from the A team who made it through to the semi finals. 

Munashe was voted Player of the competition by the referee.& Luka showed great skill 

with Rhianna played brilliantly in the centre. They beat St Barnabas 28-1, Speldhurst 19-7 

& St James B 29-2, finishing 1st in their group.In the quarter final they beat Claremont 18-7.and then in the semi-final they 

sadly lost to St James A by 1 basket. 

The B team also played brilliantly beating Bishops Down C 12-0, Langton Green 10-2 but 

losing 17-6 to St James A, finishing 2nd in the group stage. They went through to the 

quarter final where they beat Bishops Down B 9-1 and in the semi final they beat St James 

B 6-5. The final was a tough, physical game and St James beat us 12-6. 

A fantastic afternoon of basketball by both teams and the hours 

of practise really showed. Well done everyone of you. 

Cross Country: 

On Wednesday 8th November St Matthew’s took part in the cross country 

race at Eridge Park. There was a spectacular run from Abbie who finished 

2nd in the 3/4 girls race and her brother Kieran also ran really well finishing 

12th in the 5/6 boys race. The Eridge race is a really tough, hilly course and 

all the children who took part should be really proud of themselves for finishing the race. 

On Saturday 18th November Abbie and Kieran took part in the Kent Schools Cross Country 

Championships at Detling Showground. In the Year 4 girls race Abbie finished in a remarkable 5th place out of 145 runners. 

The course was over 1000 meters and her time was a really quick 5 minutes and 2 seconds which was 46 seconds quicker 

than she ran last year. Abbie was also the first runner in from the South West Kent area which is a great achievement. 

Kieran also had a brilliant run finishing in 39th place in the Year 6 boys race. This was the first time he had taken part in 

this competition so his result was really impressive. His time was a fast 9 minutes and 24 seconds and there were 165 

runners in the race. Well done to both of you, you did St Matthew’s proud. 

Football: 

On Friday 10th November St Matthew’s took part in the annual 5 a side football tournament at 

Sevenoaks School. The team consisted of Harry, Kieran, Luka, Munashe, Ethan, Jamie, Riley & 

Archie. They played 6 games winning 3 of them 2-1, 5-2 & 5-0, but narrowly lost 3 games by 1 goal. 

There was some skillful play from Munashe, Luka and Jamie which resulted in some great goals  

 

Speed Bounce: 

The whole school has been bouncing mad this term! Every class was challenged to bounce as fast as 

they could for 20 seconds. Every class took part and the total number of bounces calculated. This was 

then averaged out to find the best bouncers in the school. Not only did the children take part, but 

there was a huge competition between the teachers with Mr Vale-Taylor crowned the champion. In 

KS2 5CD won the trophy, and although one of youngest classes, Ducklings were 

the best infant bouncers . 
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Christmas Fayre 

Our PTA, raised the marvellous sum of just 

over £3300 at the Christmas Fayre. There 

were a wide range of stalls and Father 

Christmas was kept very busy! Lots of 

mince pies and cakes were enjoyed on the 

day, and many people won bottles and 

hampers on the raffles and tombolas. 

We have some talented and helpful children in 

Art Club and Sewing Club, who worked hard to 

make gifts for our 

Christmas Fayre  and 

keep the make and 

take stall running 

successfully. 

Illustration Workshop 

Year 6 took part in an illustration workshop for the 

Assembly Halls Advent Calendar competition. The theme 

was Aladdin, which is on at the Assembly Halls this 

Christmas. Three lucky winners have been picked and their 

work will be displayed in the Assembly Hall foyer along with 

winners from other schools. Huge congratulations to 

Scarlett Harman, Intya Choudhury & Amelia Clow. 

Alongside that some Year 5 students had fun creating some 

fantastic festive advent windows that will display the 

winners’ artworks. 
Parent Consultations 

It was wonderful to see so many parents at  

Consultations in November. The children 

really enjoyed showing off their learning to 

their mums and dads. It was easy to hear 

the pride in their voices as they explained 

why they had chosen certain pieces of 

work.  

Student Council 

Our student council have been very busy 

investigating the playground equipment and looking 

at what they could do to improve our site. They 

visited St John’s Primary School to look at the 

wonderful new playground equipment, including 

their shed storage. They asked lots of questions and 

were fantastic representatives of our school. They 

have since met with the 

PTA, to discuss what can 

be achieved if we work 

together. 

  

Puppet Show 

Claire Wells, worked with Year 4 children to put on a 

puppet show for Reception children telling the story of 

Christmas. This was enjoyed by everyone. 

Phonics Evening 

Reception parents attended a phonics evening, 

where they were introduced to our Read, Write, 

Ink scheme, that teaches the early phonics needed 

to decode words. The Reception children are 

already embarking on early reading and are 

thoroughly enjoying the books and stories they 

have in class. 

Staff Changes 

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Latter, who has 

taken a post in a nursery and Mrs Curry. We 

welcome Mrs Ferrell, who is an experienced TA, 

and Mrs Askew who is looking forward to joining 

the Year 4 team. Sadly, we also say goodbye to Mr 

Dodd, who is joining his wife’s business, and he 

will be missed across the school. Fortunately, Mrs 

Hookway has secured the use of coaches from the 

sports partnership to assist in all our competitions. 

We wish them all the best in the future. 
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Class Worship 

This term, 6VT and 6H held class worships. 

They based their worship around the 

book, The London Eye Mystery. Their fabulous art work 

was displayed and we particularly enjoyed the Year 6 

Growth Mindset Song, with some impressive dance moves 

on show!  

Attendance 

Pupil attendance is at 95% with class 4CP the highest 

attenders in KS2 and Robins, the best attenders in KS1  

All 230 children who have an attendance of over 97% since 

September have been entered the draw to  win the 

restaurant tokens donated by Mrs Holt. Our winner  is 

Ganeshsai Pawaskar 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 8th January—Term 3 starts 

Friday 12th January—Fire and Rescue service 

education visit. 

Wednesday 24th January—5W class worship 

Monday 29th January—Young Voices @O2—

choir 

Thursday 31st January—Lorikeets class worship 

Tuesday 6th February—Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 7th February—5TW class worship 

Monday 12th February—Friday 16th February—

Half Term 

Thursday 1st March—Secondary School Offer 

Day 

Wednesday 7th March—5CD class worship 

Tuesday 13th March—Owls class worship 

Thursday 22nd March—Robins class worship 

Friday 23rd March—Reports sent home 

Tuesday 27th March—Easter Service at St 

Matthews church 

Thursday 29th March—End of term 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my  first full term at St Matthew’s. In particular, I have been hugely 
impressed with the standard of performance and the superb behaviour of the children. Many 
visitors to the school this term have given glowing comments and I am so proud of all the children 
and staff who have worked so hard this term. All that remains is for me to wish you all a very  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Mrs Hayward 

Online Safety 

As Christmas time approaches, with 92% of 5- to 15-year-olds now online (Ofcom 

2017), it maybe that some of our  children will be lucky enough to receive tech-

nology based gifts under the tree this year.  To help parents keep their chil-

dren  safe online during the festive period, and beyond, Kent e-safety suggest 

that the tips found on the following websites are followed. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/top-tips-staying-safe-online-christmas 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/news-blogs/parent-vlogger-gives-tips-

making-shared-devices-safe-kids-use/ 

House Points Winners Term 1: 
1st– Powder Mill 
2nd—Barnett’s 

3rd—Brokes 
4th—Ridgewaye 

St Matthew’s Church 

We are delighted that Tom and Lois, the new youth and 

children’s ministers at St Matthew’s church have come 

into school this term to take worships for both KS1 and 

KS2. We are looking forward to working alongside them 

closely, starting with the Christingle service for 

Reception and the KS2 Carol Service. 

House Points Winners Term 2: 
1st– Ridgewaye 
2nd—Barnett’s 

3rd—Brokes 
4th—Powder Mill 
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Governors Blog 
 
 
Hello, since September the Governing Body have been busy fulfilling their statutory duties such as 

setting a strategic direction for the school, creating robust accountability and ensuring financial pro-

bity.  

In November, we conducted our second Governor Day which entailed a whole day in which paired 

Governors followed a very packed timetable comprising of discussions with senior leaders, teachers, 

staff, parents and children. It was an invaluable day for information gathering, monitoring and see-

ing the school in action, we finished the day with feedback to the senior leadership team and a Full 

Governing Body meeting. Each team of Governors have produced a written report, so when our next 

Governors Day planned for July, we will be able to compare progress.  

 

We continue to be committed to finding a permanent headteacher,  and we are currently advertis-

ing on the Kent teach website and in a national newspaper. These will continue until the beginning 

of the New Year - even though there is a nationwide shortage of headteachers, we are confident 

that St Matt’s will succeed in getting a headteacher who will be passionate and ambitious for our 

school. 

 

In the meantime we are extremely lucky to have Mrs Hayward, who is passionate about the school 

and has worked very hard in continuing to make progress in our ambition to become an outstanding 

school for all the children - Thank you. 

 

At this time of year the Governing Body wish to thank all the staff, but especially the children for all 

their hard work and creative talent they have shown in their Christmas shows and church services 

this year - Well Done! 

 

Finally we would like to wish all of you, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 


