Term 2 2016-2017

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School
Christmas is very nearly here, and in school we have been listening to lovely singing in the
Nativities and Carol Services. Christmas lunch and Christmas parties are all arranged. We are very
proud of the children with how hard they have worked this term and hope they enjoy all
the Christmas festivities.
Library
We are so proud of our new library which is full of lovely new books which the children are enjoying. A huge
thank you to all who have been instrumental in bringing this project to fruition.
Dean Bowden, from Bowden Carpentry, worked all the way through the summer holidays to build the shelving
and stairs which are absolutely perfect.
Mrs Walters and Mr Tibbits-Williams put their creative minds together to develop the amazing Hogwarts
theme that had children’s jaws simply dropping when they first entered the room.
The PFA raised funds through Christmas and Summer Fayres as well as other events to fund the purchase of
new books.
The team of parents who have become our library volunteers, helped to categorise all the books and now
regularly support in the library during the school day.
If you haven’t had a chance to visit it yet, please ask your child’s teacher when you could have a peak!

Charity
Thank you for all your generosity towards our charity events this term:
The poppy appeal raised an amazing £484,21.
We saw wild and wacky hairstyles for Children in Need and raised over
£320 for this worthy cause.

We were able to send many Christmas gifts to the Southborough Rotary Shoe
Box Appeal and also raised £200 for Save the Children by wearing Christmas
jumpers.
Our school values of Kindness, Responsibility, Respect and Honesty are so
evident when we look at the way the school community respond to charity
requests.
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Sporting News
Basketball:
Having already won the inter schools basketball tournament, our Yr5/6 basketball team
played in the playoffs against Collier Green School, the winners from the Cranbrook
area, to determine who represents the Tunbridge Wells area in the Kent School Games
final on 2nd February 2017 in Canterbury. The team yet again consisted of Eleanor,
Saarah, Caitlin, Luka, Jamie and Evan and they played fantastically well winning the
final 10-2. We are so proud of this team as this will be only the second time St Matthew’s School has taken part
in a Kent School Games Final. Well done each and every one of you.

Cross Country:
We have continued with success in cross country at Eridge Park. It was an incredibly
difficult course with a long steep hill to finish but all the children ran really well showing
real grit and determination. Mrs Hookway was incredibly proud of all the children and
how hard they worked.
On Saturday 12th November Abbie in Yr 3 took part in the Kent Schools
Cross Country Championships at Detling showground. The weather was horrendous with lashing
rain, high winds and freezing cold temperatures. Abbie had the race of her life over 1000 meters,
leading the race till over half way and finishing in 5th place in a time of 5 minutes and 46 seconds.
She was also the first finisher from the whole of the South West Kent area being beaten by four
children from Private schools in Ashford. This was an incredible achievement and it makes us very
excited for her future runs. Well done Abbie!

Football:
The football team have had mixed success, with a loss against Langton Green Primary School and a win against
Bishop’s Down in the same week. We also took part in an indoor football tournament for the first time. All the
children played well but there were some exceptional performances from Harry who played in
goal, making some fantastic saves and Caitlin who won best player of the tournament, not only
for scoring 4 goals in one game, but for being one of only two girls playing in the competition.

Netball:
Our netball team have played very well and on a very cold afternoon, they gave 100% narrowly
missing out to St James’ 2-3 and comprehensively beating St John’s 11-5.

Christmas
Both KS1 and EYFS have performed their Nativities this week.
Audiences have been enjoying dancing along with the funky camels,
disco stars and line dancing people of Bethlehem, to name but a few!
Judging by the smiles on faces and the clapping hands, the children have
done a great job to entertain you as well as telling the Christmas story.
This week, KS2 will be at St Matthew’s church on Tuesday
20th, for the Carol services. We have ticketed the service
this year so please bring your programmes with you as
these are your tickets.
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Christmas Fayre

Playtime Snacks

Well done to all the children in Art

A reminder that children should have

Club and Sewing Club, who worked
tirelessly for weeks to produce some
beautiful cards and decorations that were
sold at the Christmas Fayre. They helped

snack. Some children are selecting
other items from their lunchboxes.

raise money to buy some

Also please remember that due to

exciting things for Art

allergies we cannot allow nut based

Club.

products in school.

Our huge thanks go to our
PTA,

to

fruit or vegetables at breaktime for a

who

New Plants

worked

Thank you to Jo Meiklejohn, who has

extremely hard

planted these beautiful pansies at the

raise money for the school

front of the school. It makes our

through the organisation of the
Christmas Fayre.
A wonderful sum of £2,800 was raised.

entrance look much more welcoming.
We have also had a marvellous new
planter with an integrated seat built on the lower

Quiz Night

playground. New bins have also been installed to help

A good time was had by all those who
attended the PTA Quiz night, which again
raised funds for the school.

reduce the litter around the school. Please encourage

Parent Consultations
As you know, we changed the format of
our consultations this term,

by holding

everyone you see to use these bins!

Here,
Reception
children
enjoy Godly play, with Claire Wells
telling the story of advent using
multi sensory resources such as
candles and figures.

them in the daytime with the children also
involved with sharing their learning with
parents.

Learning

Overall they were very successful and we

A huge variety of learning has taken place this term.

have

We love visiting the classes to see what the children

considered

the

improvements

suggested on the parent questionnaires.
Quotes from parents:
It is a really positive change. I like the
way consultations are organised now.

have been learning and take the opportunity to speak
to them, to hear about what they have been doing.
Visiting us this term have been NQTs from local

After school appointments would be
good so that my husband could attend
too.

schools, TW teachers to see mastery teaching in maths,

We have discussed the feedback and

and Local Authority Consultants all of

are looking at how we can improve

whom have been impressed with what

the consultations for next time.

they have seen.

Southborough teachers again to see maths in action

Year 4 enjoyed a trip to Kew Gardens as part of
their Learning Journey this term.
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Dates for your diary:
Tuesday 20th December –
KS2 Christmas Service 2pm and 7pm

Year 5 studied air resistance by
making parachutes and investigating
the factors that made the parachute
faster or slower to fall.

@St Matthew’s Church
Tuesday 3rd January—INSET
Wednesday 4th January—Term 3 starts
Wednesday 25th January—Wagtails class worship
Thursday 2nd February— 3P Class worship
Tuesday 7th February—Safer Internet Day

Year 3 investigated shadows as
part of their science. Luckily we
have had some sunny days so
their shadows were very clear.

Wednesday 8th February—Blackbirds class worship
Monday 13th February—Friday 17th February -

Attendance
Pupil attendance is at 94.8% with class 5PH still the
best attenders since September with 96.9%

Half Term
Thursday 23rd February—6VT Class worship
Wednesday 1st March—Secondary School Offer
Day
Thursday 9th March—5O class worship
Wednesday 22nd March—4W class worship

All 235 children who have an attendance of over 97%
since September have been entered the draw to win
£30 of book tokens at the end of the term.
Being in school to learn is very important and we do
follow up on those children who have low attendance
and try to provide as much support to families possible.

Thursday 23rd March—Reports sent home
Tuesday 28th March—Easter Service at St
Matthews church
Thursday 30th March—3BD class worship
Friday 31st March—End of term

Class Worship
This term, 4S held a class worship based on The
Mousehole Cat by Antonia Barber. The children
presented their own versions of the story told from

Tuesday 18th April—INSET

Mowzer's point of view and The Storm Cat's point of

Wednesday 19th April—Term 5 starts

view. They also presented poems based on the story
using their senses to add atmosphere and drama. They

House Points Winners Term 2:
1st– Brokes
2nd—Powder Mill
3rd—Barnett’s
4th—Ridgewaye
Year 1 collected leaves
from the playground
and then sorted them in
the classroom.

presented art work inspired by Alfred Wallis a Cornish
artist, using the story to

Santa
Have fun tracking Santa on Christmas Eve and learn
about the countries he visits.
http://www.noradsanta.org/

We have enjoyed a packed and successful term. I am so excited to see how our school is developing. Our
new library has really put reading quality texts at the heart of our curriculum and the children are so inspired
by this. I walked around the school a few days ago with an experienced Ofsted Inspector who said that the
school ‘exudes outstanding’! Very happy with this comment!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year—Mrs Holt
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