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Term 6 2016-2017 

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School   

It’s always amazing how quickly we seem to come to the end of the year. Looking back, the children 

have been involved in a huge range of opportunities for learning, new and wonderful activities and 

they have achieved superbly not only academically but in music, sport, drama, art and life skills. 

Music Concert 

An incredible number of children performed to parents on Tuesday 4th July. Children receiving  individual lessons 

in school played solos, duets and small group ensembles in piano, keyboards, guitar, violins and harp. The choir 

sung a couple of beautiful songs, year 3 played their recorders and Year 4 and Year 5 performed a rap and a 

musical piece based on Bolero that they have learnt in music lessons in school. Judging by the happy faces in the 

audience, the morning was thoroughly enjoyed by the children, staff and parents. Thanks go to Mrs Pallot, Mrs 

Morten, Mrs Brierley, Miss Stinton, Mr Churchward and Ms Martin. 

PTA 

A very successful Summer Fayre was held on Saturday 8th July, which raised a superb £4644.99. A huge 

congratulations go to Toni and Amanda and their army of volunteers who organised and ran such a successful 

event. 

Thank you to everyone who donated and all those who helped on the day. A separate parentmail has gone out 

to mention and thank all those involved 

The money raised will be spent on a  new PA system to improve our class worships and productions. The PTA  

are now planning events for next year . 

Sports Day 

Thank you to all those who came to 

support their children on Sports Day. Both KS1 and 

KS2 were highly competitive, 

with Ridgewaye winning in KS2 

and Powdermill winning in KS1. 
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Sporting News 

Tri Golf Champions 

On Thursday 25th May St Matthew’s took part in the inter schools Tri-Golf tournament at Tonbridge 

golf centre and the team consisted of Lilly, Becca, Abigail, Amelia, Erin, Dominic, Joe, Daniel, Jack and 

Charlie. It was lovely to have some children in the team who hadn’t represented the school before 

and there was great excitement amongst all the children. They had to do 10 different activities which lasted 8 minutes each 

and they included putting and chipping skills. There was some brilliant skills shown by Lilly, Charlie and Jack, who scored a 

large amount of points on each activity but all the team played really well winning the tournament with 969 points which 

was 230 points more than second place. It was a fantastic afternoon in the sunshine and St Matthew’s went forward to 

represent Tunbridge Wells in the Kent finals finishing a fantastic 7th place out of 16 schools.   
Pentathlon 
On 14th June St Matthew’s took part in the Year 1/2 Pentathlon at Tonbridge School. The 

team finished in 2nd place and consisted of Eloise, Olivia, Freya G, Leah, Florence, JJ, Justin, 

Archie, Logan, Callum, Freya B, Lena, Niamh, Ateefa, Lucy, Lilly S, Charlie, Oliver, Harrison, 

Harvey, Jack & Ryan G. It was the first time a lot of the children had competed for the school 

and they all did extremely well. Some stand out performances came from Eloise in the Yr 1 

girls 60 meter sprint & Harvey and Oliver in the Yr 2 boys Javelin.  

Pentathlon Champions 
On the same day,  the Year 3/4 team took part in their Pentathlon. The team consisted of Abbie, Humairaa, Nikodem, 

Martha, Theo, George, Freddie-Jay, Jake, Jessica, Aysha, Charlie, Dominic, Erin, Nikola, Demi, 

Ella, Petroc, Ben, Olivia, Nicola & Henry. The whole team was absolutely fantastic finishing 

with an overall score of 160 points, seven points more than 2nd. There were some 

outstanding performances from Demi who jumped a huge distance in the 5 strides, Humairaa 

in the long jump and Petroc in the javelin. Many of the children achieved level 5, which is the 

highest level they can reach and we were incredibly proud of the whole team.  

Handball 

On Thursday 15th June St Matthew’s took part in the Inter schools Handball Tournament at Hayesbrook School. This is the 
first time this event has ever taken place so it was a new experience for all the teams taking part. Our team consisted of 
Eleanor, Saarah, Caitlin, Luka, Munashe, Harley, Oliver, Evan & Jamie. It was an incredibly hot day but everyone played 
really well. They won their first game 4-1 against Goudhurst, the 2nd game was won 5-4 against Woodlands, the 3rd game 
was won 4-1 against St Peters and then they lost the 4th game 1-4 to St James. This was a great performance and the team 
finished in 3rd place overall  

 

Gymnastics 
On Tuesday 20th June St Matthew’s represented the Tunbridge Wells area in the Kent School 
Games Finals for gymnastics at the Pegasus Gymnastics Centre in Maidstone. Our team 
consisted of Lena, Charlie, Georgia and Lily S and there were 21 different teams taking part 
from all over Kent. The children had to perform a body management routine, a floor exercise 
routine and a vault routine. The marks were out of 30 for the three combined routines and 
Lena scored 24.25, Charlie scored 24.30, Georgia scored 24.6 and Lily scored our highest 
marks with 25.25. We were really proud of all four children as this is the first year we have ever entered the gymnastics 
event so to qualify for a Kent Final and to finish 14th out of 21 schools is a superb effort.  
 
Ashford Athletic Festival 
On Friday 23rd June St Matthew’s took part in the Ashford Leisure Trust Athletics Festival at the Julie Rose Stadium 
in  Ashford. The team consisted of Eleanor, Saarah, Caitlin, Charli, Nikola, Olivia, Ethan, Jamie, Munashe, Luka, Evan and 
Henry and all of the children had to do a run, a jump, a throw & a relay. There were 24 schools taking part from all over 
Kent and St Matthew’s produced one of the best team performances we’ve seen all year, finishing in 3rd place. There were 
some spectacular individual performances from the long jumpers where Eleanor jumped 2 meters 40cm, Nikola jumped 2 
meters 10cm, Munashe jumped 2 meters 25cm & Henry jumped 2 meters 20 cm. All these distances were personal bests 
and the furthest distances we’ve seen this year. Caitlin threw an amazing 35 meters 85 cm in the vortex , Luka and Olivia 
did brilliantly in the speed bounces recording 54 & 52, Eleanor threw a huge 30 meter hammer throw and Saarah & Evan 
jumped two incredible jumps in the triple jump recording 6 meters 10 cm and 6 meters. Special mentions need to be given 
to Nikola, Olivia and Henry who are Yr 4 children but were competing in a Yr 5/6 competition, meaning they were against 
children 2 years older than them. All three of them were brilliant showing how talented they are and we are very excited to 
see them competing over the next couple of years. Huge congratulations to all the children that took part you were truly 
wonderful and it was a great finale to the athletics season.  
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Double Kent Champions 

On Wednesday 28th June we had the most successful day of sport in 

the history of the school. In the morning the Year 2 Infant Agility 

team represented the Tunbridge Wells area in the Kent School 

Games Infant Agility Finals in Gillingham. The team consisted of Lilly, 

Niamh, Lucy, Freya, Ateefa, Oliver, Charlie, Harrison, Ryan G & Aiden 

and they all gave 100% effort and determination winning the 

competition by 45 points from 16 other schools from around Kent. 

The whole team was incredible but there were some outstanding 

individual performances from Freya who produced 56 speed 

bounces, Charlie who jumped 1 meter 80 in the long jump & Oliver 

who threw over 16 meters in the javelin. The Year 3/4 athletics team 

arrived just in time to cheer and celebrate with the Year 2 team and it was a wonderful moment for us all.  

 

We were still on a high when the Year 3/4 competition began and we got off to a flying start winning the first two relays. 

The team consisted of Nikola, Ella, Demi, Olivia, Erin, Lilly, Nicola, Humairaa, Abbie, Aysha, Daisy, Petroc, Henry, Dominic,  

Theo, Riley, Freddie-Jay, Charlie, Joe, Nikki, Jake, Freddie-Lee & James and the success continued throughout the 

competition. There were some outstanding individual performances from Nikola & Petroc who both threw 7 meters in the 

chest push, Freddie-Jay who jumped 55 speed bounces, Demi 

who jumped 10 meters in the 5 strides & Daisy who jumped 

50cm in the vertical jump. We then waited for the 

announcement of the results and there was overwhelming joy 

when we were declared Kent Champions for the second time in 

one day. It was a truly wonderful day and we were totally 

overwhelmed by the grit and fighting spirit that all the children 

showed. The whole school is incredibly proud of both teams, so a 

huge well done to each and every child you were AMAZING!!!!! .   

 

 

 

 

A massive Thank You and Congratulations must go to Mrs Hookway and Mr Dodd, who have championed our 

champions throughout the year, leading to our most successful year ever on the sporting scene.  

We have a lot to live up to next year! 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Year 6 are a very talented bunch, and they produced a truly stunning performance of A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. Their singing, acting, dancing and general stagecraft was incredible and each and every performance 

was thoroughly enjoyed by the audience. Congratulations to all the children and to Mr Vale-Taylor, Mrs 

Howden, Mrs Neighbour and Mrs Snowden for all their time and hard work. 
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SATs Results 

We have been really pleased to receive the phonics, 

KS1 and KS2 SATs results. They reflect the hard work 

the children have put into their learning this year. 

Although still to be finalised following a couple of 

reviews, we are currently at 

Phonics Yr 1: 85% pass 

KS1—Reading 74.6%, Writing 67.8%, Maths 73% 

KS2—Reading 72.9%, Writing 86.4%, Maths 67.8% 

which compares very well to National Results. A full 

breakdown will be published on the school website 

when confirmed. 

Class worship 

This term, Swifts class, 3B and 6VT have all held a class 

worship. It has been lovely to see all the work the 

children have done over the year. Particularly pleasing is 

the confidence the children are gaining to speak to an 

audience. 

House Points 

Results for Term 5 

1st  - Barnett’s        2nd -Ridgewaye    

3rd—Powdermill    4th—Brokes  

Results for Term 6 

1st  - Powdermill    2nd -Ridgewaye    

3rd— Barnett’s        4th— Brokes  

Overall Results 2016-17 

1st  - Powdermill    2nd -Ridgewaye    

3rd— Brokes  4th— Barnett’s          

New Classes 

The children know their new classes for next year and the 

whole school had the opportunity to meet their new 

teachers and Teaching Assistants this week.  

Year 6 have been to visit their new secondary schools, and 

Year 5 have been on taster days to find out about the 

choices they have to make next year. 

There will be the opportunity for parents at ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ sessions in September to find out what the children 

will be doing in their new year group and to ask any 

questions you may have. 

We also welcomed our new reception children in for two 

afternoons, with Mrs Aspinall offering drinks and cakes for 

parents while their children got to know their teachers and 

classmates. 

Leaver’s Service and Party 

Year 6 are having their end of year Leaver’s service 

in the church on Wednesday and their party on 

Thursday afternoon. They have been a fantastic year 

group, with many talents and skills which they have 

shared with us all.  

We wish them all the best in their new schools and 

hope that although they will make new friends, they 

will pop back to keep in 

touch. 

Good Luck to all of you. 

House Captains 

Year 5 have voted for House Captains and 

Prefects for next year.  

They will receive their badges next term, but 

have already carried out their first duty by 

presenting  ties to  year 2.  
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Attendance 

 Attendance this term has been good with the 

overall figure of 95.2%. Our highest attending 

class this term has been 6H with 97.7%. 

Our highest attending class for the whole 

year is also 6H with 96.8% 

All those with an attendance 

of over 97% for terms 5 & 6 

were put into the draw and 

the winner of the draw for £30 

book tokens was Abi in year 4.  

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 4th Sept—INSET 

Tuesday 5th Sept—INSET 

Wednesday 6th Sept—Term 1 begins for children 

Friday 20th Oct—Term 1 ends 

Monday 30th Oct—Term 2 starts 

Wednesday 20th Dec—Term 2 ends 

Thursday 4th Jan— INSET 

Friday 5th Jan—INSET 

Monday 8th Jan– Term 3 starts 

Friday 9th Feb—Term 3 ends 

Monday 19th Feb—Term 4 starts 

Thursday 29th Mar—Term 4 Ends 

Monday 16th Apr—Term 5 starts 

Monday 7th May—Bank Holiday 

Friday 25th May—Term 5 ends 

Monday 4th June—INSET  

Tuesday 24th July—Term 6 ends 

 

 

 

 

Staff News 

This is a sad time of year when we have to say goodbye to 

members of staff. 

Mrs Whidden and Miss Wheeler (who is getting married in August) 

will be leaving St Matthew’s at the end of the summer term. They 

are taking up new teaching posts in Bristol and London, where their 

husband’s jobs are.  

Mrs Skilton who has been at St Matthew’s for many years is retiring 

from lunchtime duties and Jason, our cook, is moving on to a new 

kitchen. We wish them both well. 

Mr Smith, who we were really pleased to welcome into year 5 after 

Easter whilst he was waiting to finalise his move, has now accepted 

a post in Orpington. 

Sadly we are saying goodbye to Mr Liddle and Mrs Sowerby, who 

have both been teaching at St Matthew’s for 8 years. Mr Liddle has 

a promotion and will now be working in Sevenoaks, whilst Mrs 

Sowerby is moving on to teach at St Peter’s in TWells. We would 

like to thank them for their hard work and wish them well in their 

new adventures. 

As you know, Mrs Holt is leaving at the end of term, and we have 

many celebrations planned for her to thank her for everything she 

has done for the school. It is down to her vision and drive that the 

school has made such improvements winning accolades from far 

and wide. She will be sorely missed, but we are pleased that she 

will be popping  in from time to time to offer her support. 

We have new staff joining us in September: Mrs Curry in Year 4, 

Miss Shears in Year 5, and of course Mrs Hayward, who will be our 

head teacher. We know you will join us in welcoming them to St 

Matthew’s. 

It just remains for me to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all of you for your wonderful support. I have 
been a head teacher in Tunbridge Wells for 19 years(!) and have thoroughly enjoyed seeing schools 
grow in happiness and confidence. St Matthew’s is a wonderful school and there are no limits to 
how brilliant it can become.  
 I am delighted that I shall be continuing to work with the school through consultancy and really 
wish to play a part in the ‘fabulous’ story of St Matthew’s. 
Mrs Holt  
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Governors Blog 
 

Another busy, but exciting year has come to the end at St Matthew's. We have seen many developments 
either embedded or started, having great results this year. 
Here are some of them: 
Maths No Problem 
Accelerated Reading 
New style parent consultations 
Class DoJo 
On-site Forest School area 
Sporting opportunities and achievements galore! 
 
The Governing Body have also developed our practice by having our first 'Governors Day', this involved all the 
Governors spending a whole day in school monitoring the progress of the school development plan, producing 
reports and asking informed questions of the Senior Leadership Team. This was a great success and proved to 
be a very effective and efficient way of monitoring, so next year we will be holding three days. 
 
None of the above would be possible if it was not for a strong leadership team and the hard working and 
dedicated staff that we have at St Matthew's. 
 
Which finally leads me on to saying a big THANK YOU to Mrs Holt for leading this school from special measures, 
to a school that we feel is outstanding and a wonderful place to learn and work, for both the children, staff and 
Governors. 
However even though Mrs Holt will no longer be our headteacher, we will not be totally saying goodbye, as 
she will be coming back on occasions on a consulting basis, to help with a smooth transition for Mrs Hayward 
and the school. 
 
That just leaves me to say have a lovely sunny summer holiday and we will see you all in September. 


