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Term 5 2016-2017 

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School   

This term is important for the school as it sees Year 6 and Year 2 take their end of Key Stage SATs. But 

luckily, not all this term is about testing so please read on and see what else we have been up to. 

SATs 

What a busy term this has been especially for our Year 6 children. After working 

extremely hard, the KS2 SATs finally came in the week beginning 8th May. We were all 

so proud of the way the children worked that week, completing very tricky tests with a 

maturity and independence that was very impressive. Unfortunately we have to wait a 

while before results come back, but we are very hopeful. To make sure the week went 

smoothly, the children were invited in for breakfast each day, and also they were 

rewarded with a fun inflatable afternoon and a disco once they were all over. 

PTA 

We invited Julie Wood into worship to say thank you for all the time and effort she has 

put into running the PTA over the last few years. Through her hard work, and that of 

other parents, lots of money has been raised for the school. Our most impressive library 

is a result of the fundraising and we also took the opportunity to thank Dean Bowden, who was the master 

carpenter, building our library. Thanks also go to other long standing members of the PTA, who have decided to 

step down, for all their hard work. 

Our new PTA chairs, Amanda Wells and Toni Bradshaw, have started to put together plans for the Summer 

Fayre and will be looking to parents to help support by running stalls on the day. More information will be sent 

out later, but please put the date, Saturday 8th July, in your diary. 

Year 2 have also been completing their KS1 SATs over the last few weeks. They have worked in small groups with 

Mrs Whidden and Mr Donovan. Again we have to wait a while for the results but we are really pleased with the 

effort and care the children have put into their work. 

Residential 

Look at our website to see photos of 

our year 6s on their residential trip.  
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Sporting News 

Key Steps Gymnastic Festival 

On Thursday 27th April a Year 2 team and a Year 5 team took part in the Key Steps Gymnastics Festival at 
the NDGA arena. This was the first time St Matthew’s had taken part in this competition and our Year 2 
team consisted of Lena, Charlie, Georgia, Lilly, and the Year 5 team consisted of Jasmine, Marta, Keaton 
and Caoimhe. Each child had to do a floor routine, a body management routine and a vault exercise. All 
the scores were added together to get an overall team score. The Year 2 team completed their routines brilliantly with very 
few mistakes and they finished in 2nd place, which came as a real shock, only 1.6 marks behind first place. This means they 
now go forward to represent the Tunbridge Wells area at the Kent School Games Final in June. 
The Year 5 team also competed really well finishing in 3rd place, only 0.1 marks behind 2nd and 0.4 marks behind first 
place. We  were really impressed with all the children who took part and considering it was our first time at this 
competition the results were superb. 
 

 Mini Tennis Tournament 
On Tuesday 2nd May St Matthew’s took part in the Mini Tennis Tournament at Tunbridge Wells 
Sports Centre. The A team consisted of Dominic & Charlie, and the B team consisted of Nikola A and 
Nikola S. The A team won 3 out of their 4 games and the B team won 2 out of their 4 games. They all 
played really well but unfortunately missed the semi finals by 1 point which was a shame as they all 
showed some really good skills. 
 

Winners of the Primary Tag Rugby Festival 

On Wednesday 3rd May St Matthew’s took part in the Primary Tag Rugby Festival at Tunbridge 

Wells Rugby Club and the team consisted of Eleanor, Saarah, Sheima, Scarlett, Evan, Arthur, 

Saihaan, Ethan, Luka and Munashe. The weather was horrendous with lashing rain and really cold 

temperatures and all the teams really struggled to play in the conditions, slipping and sliding on the 

wet grass. The rules of tag rugby have been changed this year by the Rugby Football Union and all competitions have to be 

fair play awards, which means the scores are irrelevant and the teams are judged on sportsmanship, respect, 

determination, good supporters and quality of play. St Matthews won 1 game and drew 3 and each referee marked the 

team on the fair play values deeming them the overall winners of the tournament out of 20 other teams. We were 

incredibly proud of the children because not only did they display the required values they also played some exceptionally 

good rugby. 

 

Football Tournament 
On Saturday 6th May, St Matthew’s took part in the Tunbridge Wells Primary Schools football 
tournament at Hawkenbury Astro. The team did extremely well: Won 2, drew 2, lost 1. This gave us 
second place in the group and a place in the semi-finals. In the semi, we played St Augustine’s, 
which had been a 3-3 thriller of a game in the round, however neither team could score in the 
semi, so it went to penalties. After 3 penalties a piece, sudden death penalties were played and 
unfortunately St Matthew’s lost. Great sportsmanship and teamwork was shown throughout the 
whole morning.  

 
Legacy Olympics Athletics 
On Wednesday 10th May St Matthew’s took part in the Year 3/4 Olympic Legacy athletics competition 
at Tonbridge School. The team consisted of Nikola, Nicola, Erin, Demi, Abbie, Humairaa, Ella, Becca, 
Henry, Harry, James, Dominic, Charlie, Joe, Theo & Franek. There were some superb performances 
especially from Demi who jumped an incredible 10 meters 30 cm in the 5 strides, which was a schools 
record. Erin also gave her all in the 600 meters finishing in 3rd place and Abbie and Ella ran really well 
winning both their 75 meters sprints. St Matthew’s won virtually all the field events and out of 12 

schools finished in 2nd place. Another wonderful day of athletics from a great team. 

 
Pentathlon 

On Wednesday 17th May St Matthew’s took part in the Year 5/6 inter schools pentathlon at 
Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club. The team consisted of Chloe, Jasmine, Kamilla, Nellie, Tara, Rhianna, 
Munashe, Luka, Liam, Ethan, Zak, Eleanor, Saarah, Charli, Caitlin, Evan, Harley, Jamie, Harvey, Ian 
and Aaron. The team was absolutely fantastic coming equal first with Claremont with a score of 160 
points and 11 out of the 21 children scored a level 5 standard, which was the highest level possible. 
There were some outstanding performances from Munashe in the Year 5 boys Long jump, Triple jump and 60 meter sprint, 
where he scored 5 level 5 standards. The whole team trained so hard for this event and it definitely paid off  and we are 
incredibly proud of each and every one of you for retaining the winning trophy. 
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Playground Painting 

Our Art Club and School Council reps have been 

busy transforming the upper playground. A 

design competition was held to create a new 

mural for the wall in the upper playground and 

congratulations go to Shannon Cooper in Year 

6, whose design was chosen. The project has 

had some delays due to some wet weather on 

planned painting days, but I think you will agree 

that it is looking great. 

Reception Parent Consultations 

Year R held parent consultations this term.  We used our new system for booking appointments 

via parentmail and it seemed a very successful trial. Parent consultations for all other year 

groups are on June 13th and 15th. Please book your appointment online or talk to the office for 

help. Our Reception team also had moderation last week which went very well and our children 

are making good progress towards meeting their Early Learning Goals. 

Visitors 

We have forged good links with a school in London, 

Bannockburn Primary School, and we were really 

pleased to welcome their NQTs to St Matthew’s. They 

had a full tour of the school and the opportunity to ask 

questions of the Senior Leadership Team. After the visit, 

we received a very complimentary thank you. They were 

very impressed with our school and praised the 

children’s work and behaviour for learning. 

Bird Boxes 

Thank you to Mark Howden, who has built bird boxes 

out of unwanted bits of wood for us to put up in our new 

forest school area. Let’s hope that we can encourage 

some birds to nest! 

Planters 

Our front playground is now looking so much more 

inviting with our new planter full. 

Thanks go to Tracey Walker for again 

doing the planter and baskets. It 

makes the school look much more 

inviting. 

  RE  

Here are a few Year 4 children experiencing having their feet washed as Jesus 

washed his disciple's feet at the last supper. They then discussed how it felt to be 

the person washing feet and the person having their feet washed. 

House Points 

Results for Term 4 

1st  - Powdermill    2nd -Ridgewaye    

3rd—Brokes            4th—Barnett’s  

 Governors 

Our Governors spent a whole day in school on Thursday 

18th May, interviewing teachers, children and parents 

about the provision in place at St Matthew’s. They 

found it a very interesting, if tiring, day and shared their 

experience at the Governor’s meeting. Thank you to 

everyone who helped the day go smoothly. It gave us 

lots of information for our upcoming local authority 

mini Ofsted. 

. 
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Class worship 

Both 5CR and Robins class have  

entertained us with class worships this term. Robins showed some fantastic work based around the book ‘Zog’. 

5CR showed off some very impressive singing skills and based their worship around the book ‘The Last Wild’ and 

the creation story. 

Attendance 

 Attendance this term has been good with the overall 

figure of 95.1%. Our highest attending class this term has 

been 5PH with 96.6%.  

 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday 22nd May- Friday 26th May – School Journey 
Year 6 

Friday 26th May – End of Term 

Monday 5th June – Term 6 Starts 

Tuesday 6th June – Secondary School Choices Evening 
Year 5 6.30pm 

Tuesday 13th June – Parent Consultations 

Thursday 15th June – Parent Consultations 

Tuesday 20th June—class photos 

Wednesday 21st June—3B Class worship 

Thursday 22nd June—Yr R Class worship pm 

Monday 26th June—Yr 5 SKA Learning Day 

Tuesday 27th June—6VT Class worship 

Tuesday 4th July—Music Concert am 

Wednesday 5th July – KS2 Sports Day 

Friday 7th July – KS1 Sports Day 

Saturday 8th July—Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 12th July (eve)– Year 6 
Production 

Thursday 13th July (eve)– Year 6 Production 

Friday 14th July—Yr R, Yr 2, Yr 6 reports 

Wednesday 19th July – Leaver’s Service. 

Friday 21st July—Last Day of Term. 

Staff News 

Sarah Lumley, our new SENCO, has been busy getting to know all 

the children and staff in the school. She will be around on Parent 

Consultation days if you would like to speak to her. 

We are very pleased that Mrs Sheena Aspinall, who has been a TA 

in school for a few years, has now completed her teaching 

qualification and will be starting with us as a class teacher in 

September. 

Sadly, both Mrs Whidden and Miss Wheeler (who is getting 

married in August) will be leaving St Matthew’s at the end of the 

summer term. They are taking up new teaching posts in Bristol and 

London, where their husband’s jobs are. Obviously we wish them 

all the best in their moves and new ventures. 

Empiribox 

 All the teachers in KS2 had a fun 

afternoon exploring the lessons and 

activities from the new Empiribox scheme we are using 

to teach science. Classes have been 

rotating the activities and so far have 

been exploring magnets, building 

balloon powered cars, creating 

vacuums to move an egg and watching 

teachers pull a cloth off a table whilst 

not breaking the glass jar sitting on the cloth!  

Jon Carroll 

Jon has been a big part of St Matthew’s for 

7years and each week comes into school to 

hold worship and to run a lunch club. 

However, he and his wife Claire are off on 

an exciting new venture and we will be very 

sad to see them go at the beginning of July. 

On behalf of Mrs Holt and the Year 6s who are away on the school residential, we hope you have as 
much fun at half term as they are in the Mendips. Next term we have lots of fun events on for 
everyone to enjoy. Let’s hope for a fun, sunny and full last term. 
Mrs Pollard & Mr Hardwick  


