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Term 4 2016-2017 

St Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary SchoolSt Matthew’s High Brooms CE Primary School   

This term has been short but packed with activities, which you can see in the newsletter, culminating 

in our Easter Service at St Matthew’s Church.  Thank you for your support this term—we have been 

amazed at the progress your children have been making in reading, fabulous stuff!!! 

Worships 

We have been treated to class worships from 5O, 4W  and 3BD this term. 5O impressed with their 

writing and they linked the actions of Tristan, the character in ‘The Viewer’ to the story of the 

Lost Sheep in the bible. 4W were fantastic at story telling, with such clear voices, showing off 

their skills of intonation and projection. 3BD showed us what a talented class they are with a 

variety of musical pieces played on recorders, guitars  and keyboards. 

Farm 

The children in EYFS enjoyed a visit from the mobile farm on Friday 

10th March. Abby and James, the farmers,  turned the field into a 

farm. We met pigs, goats, calves, chicks, chickens and even the 

farm dog. We learnt a lot about the animals.  

World Book Day 

What an amazing array of costumes we had on World Book Day. It was lovely to 

see so many children and adults dressing up as characters from books. Every class 

celebrated  with a range of activities and in our whole school  celebration, prizes 

were awarded to the best costumes for Reception, Infants, Lower juniors, Upper 

juniors and adults. 

We followed World Book Day with the Book fair. We are delighted that we sold so 

many books that we had £550 to spend on Scholastic Books. 

Forest School 

Year 1 children have planted lots of vegetables and fruit in the allotment. The children 

loved working together safely to make Forest School name badges too.   Mrs Odell 

enjoyed it too! 
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Sporting News 

Athletics 

 On Tuesday 21st February our Yr 3/4 athletics team became champions in 
the Inter Schools Yr 3/4 Indoor Athletics competition. The team consisted 
of Ella, Lilly, Olivia, Erin, Nikola, Abbie, Humairaa, Demi, Daisy, Tinashe, 
Charlie, Nikodem, Henry, Dominic, Theo, Freddie-Jay, James and Jake. The 
children had all trained so hard for this competition and it certainly paid 
off. They each had to do 2 running relays and 2 jumping or throwing 
events. There were 12 relays in total and St Matthew's won 8 of them. This was probably one of the most 
talented teams we've ever had and their enthusiasm and determination really shone through. The team 
managed to amass a total of 358 points, 34 points ahead of second place. Well done to each and every one of 
you. We are very proud and St Matthew's have now won the indoor athletics competitions for every year group. 

Cross Country 

On Thursday 9th March, St Matthew’s took part in the inter schools cross country race at Penshurst Place. The 
team consisted of Abbie, Humairaa, Erin, Joe, Jack, Ellie, Kieran and Ben. There was a brilliant run from Abbie 
who finished in 6th place in the Year 3/4 girls race and  from Joe who finished in 8th place in the Year 3/4 boys 
race.  

Swimming 
During the evening of Wednesday 22nd February, St Matthew's took part in the 
Inter Schools Swimming Gala at Tunbridge Wells Sports Centre. This was a first for 
us as we haven't managed to enter a team in this competition for over 15 years. 
There was great excitement from all the children taking part as well as from Mrs 
Hookway and Mr Dodd. The team consisted of Eleanor, Sheima, Jasmine, Marta, 
Summer, Niamh, Arthur, Evan, Harley, Ethan, Hamish, Ewan & Keaton. We took 
part in the B league as we were new to the competition and there were 6 other 

schools competing against us. There was a stand out performance from Arthur who won the Yr 6 boys breast 
stroke race in great style. All of the children gave 100% and it was lovely to see them all smiling and feeling 
super proud of themselves. St Matthew's finished in 4th place overall, a huge achievement. Well done everyone.  
 
Southern Inter Counties Champions 
On Saturday 11th February, Eleanor and Saarah were part of the Kent team that won the Southern 
Inter Counties Indoor Athletics Championships in Burgess Hill. It was a fantastic competition with 
some very talented children making up the Kent team. The competition was against Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Surrey and Sussex and the whole team were fantastic 
winning by 15 points from second place. St Matthew's are so proud to have two girls who are talented 
enough to be selected for a Kent team, it is such a huge achievement, so very well done girls.  
 
Hockey 
On Wednesday 22nd March, two teams from St Matthew’s took part in the Year 5/6 Hockey Festival at 
Tonbridge School. The weather was absolutely horrendous with heavy rain and very cold temperatures but 
despite this both teams played really well. The A team finished 5th in their league out of 10 teams with some 
great defending from Evan, Arthur and Ellie. The B team managed to get to the semi finals in their league but 
unfortunately lost on a penalty shoot out by 1 goal. The stand out player in this team was Gethin who showed 
some very impressive defending.  
 
Football 

The football team have played Speldhurst , drawing 1-1 and St Augustine’s, which we lost 3-1.  Several boys are 
attending the West Kent trials soon and we wish them the best of luck. 

Netball 

Our netballers have completed a successful season by winning the Tunbridge Wells Primary 
Schools Netball  Tournament.  Fantastic performances from our A team girls, Eleanor, Saarah, 
Emma, Lottie, Lucy, Bethany and Rhianna. Our A Team also came 3rd in their league and our B 
Team came 4th in their league. Fantastic! 

http://st-matthews-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/20170221_151344.jpg
http://st-matthews-school.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/20170222_182434.jpg
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Art Club 

Art club had a great 

time at the Jerwood 

Gallery in Hastings. The 

children spent lots of time 

sketching and studying the artwork. Year 4 

children even recognised one of the artists from 

a school project. They told us that Alfred Wallis 

had been the illustrator for the story 

Mousehole  Cat and he often painted on 

cardboard because he couldn’t afford to buy 

paper! 

They ended their day with a quick trip to the 

beach for some pebble 

throwing and collecting. 

Community Art Project 

Four children from year 5, Finlay, Niamh, Ben and Kieran, have been attending 

Holmewood House School for the Community Art Project since September. An Exhibition 

was held to celebrate the wonderful art they have produced. The children thoroughly 

enjoyed the opportunity and it was well summed up by the children as something where 

they had fun, learnt new things and made friends. I think you’ll agree their ceramics are 

creative and impressive. 

Charity 

Several girls from year 5 organised a cake sale in aid of The Royal Marsden Charity. They 

raised a fantastic £431.71 This charity is very close to St Matthew’s as Toby in year 2, is 

currently being treated by the Royal Marsden. He is doing incredibly well and hopes to be 

back at school some time after Easter. Well Done girls, and thank you 

to all who donated and bought cakes.  Red Nose day was celebrated with everyone having the 

chance to wear something red. £384.09 was raised . Well Done. 

Music Festival 

Our choir took part in the Tunbridge Wells Music Festival 

on Wednesday 22nd March. The singing was beautiful 

and the hard work that junior choir,  held after school 

every Friday, have put in with Mrs Morton really paid off. 

They were a credit to the 

school. 

Recorder Festival 

Year 3 took part in the 

recorder festival at 

TWGGS on March 2nd    

The children played pieces 

learned in school with hundreds of other children from 

different schools. Not only did they play their recorders 

but they sang a variety of songs and enjoyed action 

games. A worthwhile and memorable musical experience 

for everyone! 

Rhyme Time Fun 

Joe and Andrew as seen as First Officer Ditty and Professor Poet on CBeebies Rhyme Rocket, joined us for an 

exciting interactive literacy afternoon. The pair ran a live performance of rhyme, poetry, song and silliness with 

the aim of improving and promoting rhyme awareness across Foundation and Key Stage One.  
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Attendance 

 Attendance this term has been high with the overall figure 

of 95.2% (up 0.9% on last year). Our highest attending class 

this term has been Robins with 97.5%.  

At the end of term 4 we enter 

all those children who have had 

attendance at over 97% into a 

draw. We are delighted that 

Holly Strugnell in 6VT was 

selected at random to win the book vouchers.   

Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 18th April—INSET 

Wednesday 19th April—Term 5 starts 

Tuesday 25th & Wednesday 26th April—Reception 

Parent Consultations 

Thursday 4th May – Robins Class Worship 

Monday 8th May- Thursday 11th May – Year 6 SATs 
week 

Friday 19th May – 5CR Class Worship 

Monday 22nd May- Friday 26th May – School 
Journey Year 6 

Friday 26th May – End of Term 

Monday 5th June – Term 6 Starts 

Tuesday 6th June – Secondary School 
Choices Evening Year 5  

Tuesday 13th June – Parent Consultations 

Wednesday 14th June – Swifts Class 
worship  

Thursday 15th June – Parent Consultations 

Tuesday 20th June—class photos 

Wednesday 21st June—3B Class worship 

Thursday 22nd June—Yr R Class worship pm 

Tuesday 27th June—6VT Class worship 

Wednesday 5th July – KS2 Sports Day 

Friday 7th July – KS1 Sports Day 

Wednesday 12th July (eve)– Year 6 Production 

Thursday 13th July (eve)– Year 6 Production 

Wednesday 19th July – Leaver’s Service. 

 

 

 

Staff News 

We say goodbye to Mrs McWhinnie this week, who has 

been working here and at St Peter’s for the last term as 

their SENCo. We wish her all the best and look forward to 

meeting her at Tunbridge Wells Schools Events. Miss Sarah 

Lumley, will be joining us after Easter as Inclusion Leader 

here and I’m sure you will join us in welcoming her to St 

Matthew’s. 

Mr Jonathan Smith Is joining the Year 5 team to teach 5CR 

alongside Mrs Claro.  

A big well done to Mrs Sheena Aspinall, who successfully 

completed her teaching placement in Reception this term.  

House Points 

Results for Term 3 

1st  - Barnett’s 

2nd - Brokes 

3rd—Ridgewaye 

4th—Powdermill 

Mosque Trip 

Year 5 visited the Tunbridge Wells 

Islamic Cultural Centre  as part of their 

RE curriculum. The Imam told them all 

about the building,  how, when and 

who it is used by. The children had a 

chance to ask questions and all found it very interesting. 

 

Reception Visit 

Reception went to St Matthew’s Church for a ‘Mother’s Day and Special People who look after 

us’ service.  Flowers and chocolates were handed out. Jon read the story "Guess how much I 

love you." and we thought about how thankful we are to have special people who love us in our 

lives. 
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PTA 

We are so grateful to Julie Wood,  Sharon Horsman and 

Karen Johnson, who have been raising money for the school 

for many years through Summer and Christmas Fayres, 

discos, quiz nights and many other events.  Julie has been 

the chair of the PTA and through the efforts of her and her 

team, we have a brand new library filled 

with a wonderful selection of books, as 

well as playground equipment and all the 

ties, t-shirts, book bags etc that are given  

to our new children.  

After many years, they have decided to step down and hand 

over the reins to  Toni Bradshaw and Amanda Wells. I’m sure 

you will join us in welcoming our new committee and look 

forward to more exciting fundraising events. 

Governors Blog 

 

Hello, this term as you all know, we received the sad news that Mrs Holt will be leaving St Matthew's at the 

end of the school year; since then the Governing Body (GB) have been very busy in beginning the enormous 

task to recruit another fantastic headteacher. This unfortunately can be a long process, but we are very 

confident that we will find someone that will continue to build upon the successes of our school, we will of 

course keep you informed on progress. 

 

Nowadays, governors need to regularly assess their skills in order to identify potential gaps, these can be 

addressed by the recruitment of new governors or by attending training. This term we have welcomed a new 

co-opted governor Rebecca Mackelden, whose financial skills will be assisting the GB in monitoring the 

school's budget. After Easter, we will be looking to recruit a new parent governor, so please give it some 

thought whether you could give up your time and use your skills to help the GB and school. 

 

We have also held a bespoke training session in self evaluation of the GB; the outcome has been to arrange a 

whole day's monitoring visit in May with all the members of the GB looking at various aspects of school life, 

for example; behaviour, pupil progress, SEN. Our findings will help our role to support, challenge and ensure 

the strategic vision is driving improvements. 

 

Our Neighbours 
 

If you arrive early to drop off or pick up your 

children please consider our neighbours.  We 

have been told that cigarette ash and butts 

are being dropped on the ground in sur-

rounding roads and that people are sitting on 

garden walls which our neighbours would 

rather didn't happen.  We'd also like to re-

mind you not to park over driveways or on 

the corners of roads to ease movement 

around the local roads. 

Many thanks for your support in this matter. 

Wishing you all a wonderful Easter break and looking forward to an inspiring summer 
term with loads of great times ahead! 

 
Mrs Holt 


