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In our last newsletter for this academic year, we are delighted to report on what has been a very successful 

and very busy term. The last few days of the Summer Term are always filled with sorting classrooms, and the 

children have enjoyed looking back on their achievements for the year and I’m sure they will be keen to show 

you all the learning they have done this year.  

Music Concert 

At our annual music concert we celebrated 

talent across the school. The children 

performed amazingly well and are really 

developing confidence. The audience were 

treated to a varied programme including 

three singing groups, guitarists, year three 

playing recorders, year four performing a 

rap, a composition by children in year five 

as well as a group of violinists and keyboard 

players from year five and six. Also a huge 

well done to our brave soloists  David 

Wang,  Emily Wang and Holly Bradshaw on 

piano, Jessica Crothall on harp as well as a 

beautifully sung ‘Bugsy Malone’ 

number from Bree Dial.  

A lovely event enjoyed by everyone! 

Sports Days 

Reception and KS1 had a fantastic Sports Day. 
The children all had a great time and really tried 
hard. Lots of points were won for their house 
team, but in the end Powder Mill were declared 
the winners. Well done to our year 5s who 
counted, scored and organised, and also to Mrs 
Hookway and Mr Dodd who organised the 
morning brilliantly. 

 

The following week we enjoyed another 
fantastic morning at the KS2 Sports Day. I’m not 
sure how some children had any voices left with 
all the cheering and chanting they did for their 
House Team. All children participated well, 
competing in teams to win points for their 
houses. Ridgewaye were the eventual winners, 
although Barnetts were close behind and within 
a whisker of taking the glory.  

Thanks go to the PTA for providing 
refreshments and to the Gardiners for 
providing the PA equipment. 

Summer Fayre 

A huge well done and thank you must go to our PTA, 

who organised a fantastic Summer Fayre. Thanks to 

all those who helped man the stalls. The fantastic 

news is that approx. £3800 was 

raised, which will go towards the 

refurbishment of the school 

library.  

Many thanks to Julie Wood and 

her team for all their hard work 

this year. 

Reception Starters 

For two afternoons, our new reception 
children visited the school. The Reception 
Team had a lovely time meeting the 
children and showing them their 
classrooms. The children were busy 
painting, playing and creating all afternoon 
whilst Mrs Aspinall treated the parents to 
some of her home made cakes.  
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Sporting News 

On Thursday 30th June St Matthew’s had an incredible morning at the Kent 

School Finals for the Infant Agility. The team consisted of Jake, Freddie-Jay, 

Nikodem, Charlie,Theo, Abbie, Martha, Venus, Aysha & Humairaa and they had 

already beaten all the schools in Tunbridge Wells to qualify for the Kent Finals. 

There were 15 schools competing in the finals at Canterbury University and we 

finished an incredible 3rd place. All the children performed so well but some 

outstanding performances came from Abbie, Theo and Humairaa in the speed 

bounce, recording 51, 56 & 53 bounces in 20 seconds which a truly amazing 

performance. Also Theo threw 15 meters in the Javelin, and in the standing long 

jump Abbie and Humairaa achieved 1 metre 70cm which is incredible 

for their age. 

Congratulations to each and every one of the children you were all 

superb and made everyone at St Matthew’s very proud of you. 

On Wednesday 6th July St Matthew’s took part in an Olympic 

celebration competition at Tunbridge Wells Sports Centre. Two 

children from each year group were selected and the team consisted 

of Charlie & Lucy  (Yr 1), Abbie & Freddie Jay (Yr 2), Erin & Charlie 

(Year 3), Ellie & Luka (Yr 4), Eleanor & Jamie (Yr 5) and Kyra & 

Ratthaphum (Yr 6). Each child did three activities and their scores for 

each were added together. Gold, silver & bronze medals were 

awarded to the child with the highest score in each year group. 10 out 

of the 12 St Matthew’s children won gold medals and the team also won the overall 

competition by 55 points. The whole team was amazing, producing some spectacular 

performances. Well done to each and every one of you, you did St Matthew’s proud 

again!! 

On Thursday 7th July, nine children from St Matthew’s attended the Key stage 1 

Olympic multi skills carnival at Tunbridge Wells Rugby Club. All the schools 

represented different countries and we were Australia. It was a wonderful occasion and 

the children marched around the ground dressed in their countries colours, waving flags 

and carrying Olympic torches that each school had made. Each school took sports 

leaders who designed different activities for the children to take part in. There was lots 

of laughing and 

smiling and all the 

children had a 

fantastic time 

Meet the Teacher 

All the children had the chance to 

meet their new teachers last week. 

It was lovely to welcome new 

members of the staff to the school 

and we were delighted in the way 

the children made them feel 

welcome. 

Some of our children use Harlequin after school club and they have 
asked us to let you know about their holiday provision. All activities 
and day trips are organised. Each day we have themed activities 
planned. Each week we have a planned outing eg. Eagle Heights, 
Kayaking, the beach etc. We are open from 7.30am – 6.30pm every 
day except bank holidays and the weekends.  www.hosc.co.uk 

http://www.hosc.co.uk/
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Visitors and Trips 

Year 3 have been finding out all about our Stone Age 
ancestors, with visits from SHAAS (Southborough and High 
Brooms Amateur Archeology Society) who brought some 
amazing artefacts in from the Stone Age. They  even had a 
go at peeling vegetables with real flints!! They also had the 
History lady in who spent the morning showing the children 
how people lived in the Stone Age. 

Year 1 had a lovely day at Bedgebury, following the stick 
Man trail, completing lots of forest school activities and 
finishing with a fun time in the adventure playground. 

Year 5 were invited to SKA to an Academy Day, where 
they were taught by secondary teachers. They had art, 
maths and P.E lessons as well as being taken for a tour of 
the school by SKA students. Not only did they visit SKA, 
Year 5 had a go at a wide range of activities at Tonbridge 
School on an enrichment day. Some children learnt 
Mandarin, whilst others had a go at swimming, climbing 
and golf to name just a few of the activities on offer. To 
support their learning in R.E, year 5 walked to the 
mosque in Camden Road, where they had a very 
informative talk. 

Years 3, 4 and 5 have all been to the Kidenza music 
concert where they enjoyed listening to the Carnival of  
the Animals, learning about the different instruments 
and how they represented the 
animals. 

Successful SATs 

KS2 

It is always a sad moment when we say goodbye 

to our Yr 6s, but we are very proud of their 

achievements this year. They completed very 

difficult SATs in May, and we are delighted that 

their results are well above the national averages.  

KS1 

Not only did our Yr 6 children do well in national 

tests, but our Year 2 and Year 1 children also 

performed brilliantly. 90% of our year 1 children 

passed the phonics tests, and our Year 2s  worked 

extremely hard and performed brilliantly in the 

new much harder end of KS tests. We are waiting 

for national averages to come through from the 

government for us to compare how well we have 

done. 

Year 6 Production 

We discovered some real stars during the production of ‘The Pirates of 

the Curry-Bean’, with all the children playing their part brilliantly. They 

sang, acted, danced and told many many jokes which had the audience 

laughing and clapping enthusiastically. Well Done. 

 

Year 6 also  invited their parents to their Leaver’s service at St Matthew’s Church, 

where they shared their memories and collected a range of certificates . 

Reading 

Over the Summer holidays why not take 

advantage of the free  Summer Reading 

Challenge. Sign up at your local library 

and collect rewards on your journey. 

This year it is called The big Friendly 

Read to coincide with the new BFG film 

that is due to be released  very soon. 

http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 
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Uniform 

We have sent out a parentmail letter about uniform next year, but can we just remind you that our uniform is  

 School green sweatshirt or school green sweat cardigan with school logo 

 White shirt/blouse, short or long sleeve with tie collar 

 Gold tie (EYFS and KS1), House colour tie (KS2) 

 Grey trousers or grey skirt/pinafore dress 

 White or grey socks, grey or bottle green tights 

 Flat plain black/brown school shoes (no boots or trainers) 

 

Summer dresses  and the school green polo shirt can be worn until the Half Term Holiday. 

 

If  you have any uniform that your children have grown out of, we would appreciate clothes in good condition to sell in our  

pre-loved uniform shop. Also please name  all uniform as it makes it much easier to return lost items. 

 Dates for your diary: 

Monday 5th September – INSET day 
Tuesday 6th September – INSET day 
Thursday 8th September – Kent Test  (11+) 
Tuesday 13th September – Yr 6 Meet the teacher 2.50pm  
Thursday 15th September – Yr 5 Meet the teacher 2.50pm  
Friday 16th September – Yr 1 Meet the teacher 2.50pm  
Monday 19th September – Yr 2 Meet the teacher 2.50pm  
Tuesday 20th September – Yr 3 Meet the teacher 2.50pm  
Thursday 22nd September – Yr 4 Meet the teacher 2.50pm  
Wednesday 5th October – 5PH Class Worship 9.10am 
Tuesday 11th October – Harvest Service at St Matthew’s Church 
(School only) 
Friday 14th October – Opening of new Library 
Monday 17th October – INSET day 
Thursday 20th October – Individual Photos 
Friday 21st October – 6H Class worship 
Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October – Half Term 
Tuesday 8th  November – Parent Consultations  
Friday 11th November - Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 23rd  November – 4S Class Worship 9.10am 
Tuesday 13th December – KS1 Nativity 9.30am 
Thursday 15th December – KS1 Nativity 9.30am 
Friday 16th December – Yr R Nativity 9.30am 
Tuesday 20th December –  
KS2 Christmas Service 2pm and 7pm  
@St Matthew’s Church 

Goodbyes 

We say goodbye to some members of our 

staff this year. We wish Mrs Kate Jones, who 

has been working at St Matthews for over 15 

years a very happy retirement. Mrs Zoe 

Gardiner is looking forward to spending time 

with her family, although we hope to see her 

back as a supply teacher next year. We wish 

the best of  luck to Miss Bex Coles, who has 

secured a promotion as a Literacy Leader in  

a Sevenoaks School. We will miss them all 

but hope they will stay in touch. 

 

Wedding Bells 

Two of our staff have a very exciting day in 

the holidays as both Miss Yeadon and Miss 

Gillespie are getting married. We wish them 

a very happy day and look forward to 

welcoming them back as Mrs Aspinall and 

Mrs Whidden. 

Have  a Lovely Summer 

Lastly, I wish you all a very lovely holiday and look forward to 

September when we start our new  academic year.  I hope we have 

many, many sunny days and the children have fun exploring and 

enjoying wherever they go.     

Mrs Judith Holt 

House Captains 

Year  5 recently voted for the House Captains and prefects for next 

year. They will be formally presented with their badges in September. 

The chosen representatives are pictured below. 
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Governor’s Blog 

Hello, at the end of every year the Governing Body always takes to time to review all the improvements and 
achievements of the school in the past year as well as assessing what still needs more development and 
importantly what the school plans to focus on next year, according to the strategic vision of the school. 

A list a few highlights of St Matthew’s successes this year:  

 

 Receiving an outstanding grade from the Church of England’s inspection team SIAMS. 

 Increased success of our sports teams and more participation in sport within school. 

 More afterschool clubs including a successful homework club, which supports children’s learning. 

 Introduction of various avenues of communication between parents and the school.   

 More children discovering the joys of reading, through Buster Book Club. 

 The continuing expansion of the wider curriculum opportunities for the children with music art and 
French. 

 Successful PTA events raising money for the school. 

 Fantastic SATS results for KS1 and KS2 despite the new challenging curriculum and tests  

 

However none of the above achievements could have been possible if it was not for the hard work of so many 
people. 

 Mrs Holt and her leadership team who continue to drive improvement. 

 All the teachers and staff of St Matthew’s who strive to provide all the children with quality learning 
experiences. 

 The many volunteers that help the school by fund-raising; the class reps; music; etc.   

 St Matthew’s Church giving assemblies and church services. 

 Importantly you the parents by supporting and encouraging your child in their learning. 

 

The Governing Body would like to thank and congratulate all of you for your time and energy in creating a great 
school and we look forward to working together next year and making St Matthew’s an outstanding school. 

 

Finally a big WELL DONE AND THANK YOU to all the children at St Matthew’s, and wishing you all a great 
summer. 

 


